
SAINT CECILIA CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
5632 SUNRISE DRIVE FORT MYERS FL 33919

PHONE 239-936-3635 FAX 239-936-2108
VISIT OUR WEBSITE: WWW.SAINTCECILIAS.ORG



MASS
INTENTIONS
Saturday, September 5
4:00 PM † Flori Walker

by Dave & Jane Herrington

Sunday, September 6
7:30 AM Claire Johnson

by Tim & Cindy Malszycki
9:00 AM † Jackie Carlson

by Carol & Rosalie
11:30 AM † James Graves

by Sheri & John

Monday, September 7
9:00 AM Harold Or�z

by: Barbara Or�z

Tuesday, September 8
12:10 PM Fr. Paul Dechant, OSFS &

Fr. Frank Hanlon, OSFS
by A Friend

Wednesday, September 9
7:30 AM Angie Reiser

by Susan Sardinha

Thursday, September 10
12:10 PM † Daniel Jacks

by Rosemary Hanlon

Friday, September 11
7:30 PM † Fr. Mychal Judge

by Jim & Rosemary Whisner

Saturday, September 12
4:00 PM † Flori Walker

by Dave & Jane Herrington

Sunday, September 13
7:30 AM St. Cecilia's Parishioners
9:00 AM † Rev. Hugh McGuigan, OSFS
11:30 AM † Lorraine Toropilo

by Nancy Kilmar�n

Scan QR Code For Daily Readings from USCCB

WELCOME
Whether you are just passing through the area or looking
for a spiritual home, we welcome you to St. Cecilia Catholic
Community. We hope you ?nd our worship environment
hospitable and prayerful.

People o@en aAend Mass at a parish for months or years
without oBcially registering. Registra�on here at St. Cecilia
is an expression of your commitment to being an ac�ve
member of our community. Parish registra�on allows for
you to receive �mely and essen�al communica�ons
through mail and our weekly Parish Email Update.
Registra�ons also simpli?es the process regarding religious
educa�on, sponsoring a sacramental candidate, and for the
planning and prepara�on of bap�sms, weddings, funerals
and the recep�on of Sacraments for the homebound such
as Eucharist and Anoin�ng. Seasonal Parishioners are also
welcomed to Register and have dual membership.

Registra�on is easy and can be completed at the Parish
OBce during regular oBce hours or on our website:
Registra�on form (saintcecilias.org)
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THE SANCTUARY LAMP
In Memory of
Pasquale and Antoinetta Bitetti

Teachings from the Magisterium

"Life in its true sense is not something we have exclusively
in or from ourselves: it is a relationship. And life in its

totality is a relationship with him who is the source of life.
If we are in relation with him who does not die, who is Life

itself and Love itself, then we are in life. Then we “live”.
Pope Benedict XVI,

Spe Salvi, 27

Flowers and Wine
The gifts of bread, wine, and altar �owers used at each Mass
are essential to our celebration of the Eucharist. Parishioners
are invited to sponsor these weekly in memory or honor of a
loved one, in celebration of an anniversary, or to give thanks for
blessings.
Suggested donations are $50.00 for �owers and $50.00 for
bread and wine.
Please contact Debbie at 239-936-3635 ext. 129, or make a
check payable to St. Cecilia Church, with a note if you want
them donated in memory/honor/celebration of someone and
place in an envelope marked Debbie and drop in collection
basket.

This week’s altar bread and wine are donated to
the glory of God and in loving memory of:
Laughlin-Kowalski-Rokita families

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Septem
ber�6,�2026��•��23rd�Sunday�of�O

rdinary�T
im

e�

SCRIPTURE�READINGS
Monday	 1�Cor.�5:1-8�Ps.�5:5-7,12�Luke�6:6-11
Tuesday� Micha�5:1-4�Ps.�13:6�Ma�.�1:16,18-23
Wednesday	 1�Cor.�7:25-31�Ps.�45:11,12,14-17�Luke�6:20-26
Thursday	 					1�Cor.�8:1-7,11-13�Ps.�139:1-3,13,14,23,24�Luke�6:27-38
Friday� �����1�Cor.�9:16-19,22-27�Ps.�84:3-6,12�Luke�6:39-42
Saturday						�1�Cor.�10:14-22�Ps.�116:12,13,17,18�Luke�6:43-49
Sunday	 Sirach�27:30-28:7�Ps.�103:1-4,9-12
� Rom�14:7-9�Ma�.�18:21-35
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OUR�STEWARDSHIP
Our	2026	Assessment	is	..............	$238,000.00
Pledges	.......................................	$277,985.00
%	of	Goal	....................................		116.80	%
%	of	Households	.........................		24.60	%
Total	Payments	..........................		$254,960.53

Thank	You	for	your	generosity!

THIS�WEEK�IN�OUR�PARISH
Saturday,	September	5
2:00	pm	Con?rma�on	Prep.	Class	.....................................PH
2:30-3:30	pm	Reconcilia�on	.............................................CH
Sunday,	September	6	
8:00	am	-	1:00	pm	Lee	Health	Bloodmobile	.......................PK
Monday,September	7	Parish�O�ce�Closed
Tuesday,		September	8	Feast�of�the�Na�vity�of�
�������������������������������������������the�Blessed�Virgin�Mary
8:30	am�Men's�Gospel�Forum�.........................................PH
12:45	pm	 	 Rosary	................................................CHURCH
Wednesday,	September	9
12:45	pm	 	 Rosary	................................................CHURCH
7:00	pm		Men's	Gospel	Forum	.........................................PH
Thursday,	September	10
10:00	am	Prayer	Shawl	Ministry	......................................PH
10:00	am	Bible	Timeline	Study	Group...............................PH
12:45	pm	Rosary	.....................................................CHURCH
Friday,	September	11
8:00	am	-	11:50	pm	Adora�on...................................CHURCH
10:00	am	Divine	Mercy	Cenacle	.......................................104
12:45	pm	Rosary	......................................................CHURCH
5:30	pm	Rosary	........................................................CHURCH
Saturday,	September	12
2:30-3:30	pm	Reconcilia�on	.............................................CH
Sunday,	September	13
10:00	am	Faith	Forma�on	.................................................PH
10:00	am	Walking	with	Purpose	........................................PH
PH=�Parish�Hall�CH=�Chapel�CR=�Community�Room�MH=Marian�Hall�
PK=�Parking�Lot�LIB=Library�*Numeric�Loca�ons�indicate�a�Room�in�the�
Parish�Hall

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINING
Mandatory For New Volunteers

The Diocese of Venice is commiAed to provide a safe environment for children and vulnerable adults. To that end,
persons working with children or visi�ng vulnerable adults, as well as any volunteer for any ministry, are required to
be ?nger printed (this process includes a background check) and to receive training in recognizing poten�al signs of
abuse. The training por�on can be done in your home over a PC.

For further informa�on, visit the Diocesan website at www.dioceseofvenice.org/ safeenvironment to see what is required before the parish
can accept a volunteer into any ministry. Any cost a volunteer incurs to complete these requirements will be fully reimbursed on request.
Report any abuse against minors to the Florida Department of Children and Families at 800-962-2873.To report abuse by Diocesan personnel
or volunteers, no�fy the Diocesan Vic�ms Assistance Coordinator, Susan Benton, at (941) 416-6114.
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Prayer for Safety in Hurricane Season

O God, Master of this passing world,
hear the humble voices of your children.

The Sea of Galilee obeyed Your order
and returned to its former quietude.

You are still the Master of land and sea.
We live in the shadow of a danger over

which we have no control:
the Gulf, like a provoked and angry giant,

can awake from its seeming lethargy,
overstep its conventional boundaries,

invade our land, and spread chaos and
disaster.

During this hurricane season we turn to
You, O loving Father.

Spare us from past tragedies whose
memories are still so vivid and whose

wounds seem to refuse to heal with
passing of time.

O Virgin, Star of the Sea,
Our beloved Mother, we ask you

to plead with your Son on our behalf,
so that spared from the calamities

common to this area and animated with a
true spirit of gratitude, we will walk in the

footsteps of your Divine Son
to reach the heavenly Jerusalem,

where a stormless eternity awaits us.
Amen.

PRAYER INTENTIONS
Please go on line (Click on Link or scan QR code below) and submit
your prayer requests.

Enter the Person receiving the inten�ons ?rst name, then last.

Choose what type of inten�ons you are reques�ng, i.e., a birth or
birthday, anniversary, prayers answered or blessing received,
physical or spiritual healing, etc.

A@er your choice is entered, enter your name and your phone
number, (your name and number are not published).

You may also view the prayer inten�ons by holding Control &
clicking on the Link, or simply scan the QR code. Click here, to
submit Prayer Inten�ons

Click here to submit your Prayer Inten�on
Current Prayer Inten�ons

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

http://Click%20here%20to%20submit%20your%20prayer%20intention
http://Current%20Prayer%20Intentions


"The�quality�of�mercy�is�not�strained..."�
By:
Sr.
Sallie
Latkovich

".�.�.It�droppeth�as�the�gentle�rain�from�heaven
Upon�the�place�beneath.�.�.
It�is�an�a�ribute�of�God�himself;
And�earthly�power�doth�then�show�likest�God’s
When�mercy�seasons�jus6ce.”����
�--The�Merchant�of�Venice,�Act�IV,�Scene�I

I�suspect�that�the�most�well�known�
commentary�on�mercy�comes�from�
William�Shakespeare�as�quoted�here.�
The�quality�of�mercy�is�not�strained,�
forced,�nor�demanded,�but�is�freely�
given;��indeed,�a�gi;�to�the�one�who�
receives�mercy.�Thus,�mercy�is�best�
understood�by�one�who�has�received�
another’s�mercy�in�some�way.����������

According�to�the�Bible,�the�people�of�ancient�Israel�
experienced�the�mercy�of�God�6me�and�again.�The�Hebrew�
word,�hesed,�is�o;en�translated�as�mercy,�but�that�is�too�
general�a�de?ni6on.�Hesed�is�rooted�in�rela6onship,�and�
refers�to�God’s�faithfulness,�God’s�commitment�to�keep�the�
covenant.�When�Israel�sins�and�breaks�the�covenant,�God�is�
released�from�the�obliga6on�of�covenant;�but�it�is�mercy	by�
which�God�remains�faithful.

We�might�conclude�then�that�mercy�is�the�source�of�care,�of�
loving�kindness,�of�forgiveness,�of�compassion�when�it�is�
unearned�or�undeserved.�Mercy�is�a�quality�of�humanity�at�
its�best.�And�most�certainly�a�virtue�for�all�who�are�bap6zed�
into�Jesus�Christ.

The�Scriptures�o;en�reBect�on�
God’s�mercy,�as�in�Psalm�145:8:��
"The�Lord�is�gracious�and�
merciful,�slow�to�anger�and�
abounding�in�steadfast�love."���
The�book�of�Hosea�is�an�allegory�
in�which�Hosea�remains�faithful--�

and�thus�merciful�to�his�unfaithful�wife,�Gomer.�In�
Ma�hew’s�Gospel,�9:13,�God�says:��“I�desire�mercy�and�not�
sacri?ce.”�Acts�of�mercy�seem�more�pleasing�to�God�than�
ritual�acts�of�sacri?ce.�In�Chapter�6�of�Luke’s�Gospel,�Jesus�
teaches�that�those�who�act�with�mercy�are�indeed�children�
of�God,�who�“is�kind�to�the�ungrateful�and�the�sel?sh.�Be�
merciful�as�your�God�is�merciful.”�A�li�le�later�in�Luke’s�
Gospel,�Chapter�15,�we�hear�the�story�of�the�merciful�
father,�who�welcomes�home�his�prodigal�son�as�a�touching�
example�of�great�and�unexpected�mercy.

The�Consensus�Statement�shared�by�all�of�the�
Congrega6ons�of�St.�Joseph�says:

“S6mulated�by�the�Holy�Spirit�of�love�and�a�en6ve�to�her�
inspira6ons,�the�Sister�of�St.�Joseph�moves�always�toward�
profound�love�of�God�and�love�of�neighbor.�.�.”

In�his�book,�Friendship�and�the�Moral�Life,�Paul�Wadell�
suggests�that�we�learn�life�skills�NOT�from�laws�and�
guidelines,�but�from�the�model�of�those�basic�communi6es�
with�whom�we�share�life.�Thus,�we�learn�mercy�by�
observing�mercy.���

Pope�Francis�himself�picks�up�on�the�sign�value�of�mercy�in�
his�declara6on�of�a�Year�of�Mercy�for�the�Church.�He�said:���
“…rediscover�the�richness�encompassed�by�the�spiritual�
and�corporal�works�of�mercy.�The�experience�of�mercy�
becomes�visible�in�the�witness�of�concrete�signs�as�Jesus�
himself�taught�us.”

And�so�we�reBect�on�a�6me�or�
6mes�when�we��have�observed�
mercy,��been�treated�with�mercy,��
or�been�conscious�of�choosing�to�
be�merciful�rather�than�
judgmental.�Some�stories�of�
mercy�are�quite�simple,�but�leave�

las6ng�impact:�like�the�girls’�championship�so;ball�game�
where�a�ba�er�hit�a�home�run�to�win�the�game.��But,�she�
tore�a�knee�ligament�at�?rst�base�and�could�not�move.��The�
umpires�warned�her�team�that�if�she�were�touched,�the�
home�run�would�be�null�and�void;��or�if�there�were�a�pinch�
runner,�the�home�run�would�become�a�single.���The�
opposing�team’s�pitcher�and�catcher�went�to�their�
opponent�on�?rst�base�and�carried�her�around�the�bases�to�
complete�the�run�that�won�the�game!����

Many�of�our�CSJ�Ministries�serve�the�dear�neighbor�with�
mercy,�not�just�delivering�a�service�that�is�needed,�but�
recognizing�the�rela6onship�that�is�the�founda6on�of�mercy.

In�common�use,�mercy�may�be�seen�as�the�opposite�of�“an�
eye�for�an�eye”�but�in�reality�it�is�much,�much�more.�The�
merciful�person�is�an�image�of�God,�recognizes�the�
rela6onship�with�all�as�brother�or�sister,�the�dear�neighbor,�
and�is�ever�called�upon�to�show�mercy.�I�submit�that�to�be�
merciful�is�indeed�to�be�“s6mulated�by�the�Holy�Spirit�of�
love�and�a�en6ve�to�her�inspira6ons.”

Sr.�Sallie�is�a�member�of�the�
Congregation�of�St.�Joseph,�and�holds�
a�Doctor�of�Ministry�Degree�from�the�
Graduate�Theological�Foundation�in�
Scripture�and�Spirituality.�
Article�writen�for�St.�Cecilia�Parish
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ST. CECILIA
Catholic Community

5632 Sunrise Dr.
Fort Myers, FL 33919
(239) 936-3635
www.saintcecilias.org
info@saintcecilias.net

OBce Hours
Monday -Friday
8:00AM to 4:00PM

(The Parish O�ce is
closed daily from 12:00 to
1:00 PM for lunch.)

StaQed by
The Diocese of Venice

in Florida

Administrator
Fr. Michal Szyszka
Ext. 113

Re�red Priest
Fr. Mike Matusz
Ext. 118

Pastoral StaQ

Business Manager
So�ris Kaklamanis
Ext. 112

Music Director
Erin Maroney
Ext. 128

Administra�ve Assistant
Juan Luis Laboy
Ext. 110

Liturgy Coordinator
Debbie Laughlin
Ext. 129

Coordinator of Pastoral
Ministries
Elvia Arana
Ext. 116

Marian Hall Rental
Denise Devine
Ext. 119

Maintenace
Daxton Wellman

MHMaintenace
Mark Goense

THE KNIGHT’S CORNER
The O
cers, Directors and Members of the Knights of Columbus Council 13483 here at Saint
Cecilias would like to wish Father Michael Szyszka a warm welcome to our Catholic Community.

Archbishop William E. Lori o+ers this challenge from Matthew’s Gospel 16:23. “He turned and
said to Peter, Get behind me, Satan! You are thinking not as God does, but as human beings do”.

Who knows the mind of God? God is beyond human understanding, yet He has revealed Himself
to us most perfectly in the person of Jesus Christ. Through prayer we can come to know God more
fully, and we grow in understand of His plan when we make a habit of conforming our will to His
holy will. We follow Christ in discipleship when we pray daily to the Father as He did; “Not my
will but Yours be done” Luke 22:42.

The archbishop further challenges us to study the life and examples of our founder, Blessed
Michael McGivney, whose feast day was August13th. Father McGivney always sought to align his
will with that of God.

Our Council here at Saint Cecila meets on the second Tuesday of every month in the Parish Hall at
7:00 PM. New members are always welcome, so come see what you have been missing as an
adult Catholic Christian.

George J. Hambel CPA
gjhcpa@comcast.net

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Dr. Wendy Batista-Rodriguez, DDS
13440 Parker Commons Blvd, Suite #104, Fort Myers, FL 33912

239-539-5937
Your Smile Matters – And So Does Your Health!

dr.batista.rodriguez @gmail.com                                 www.allsmilesnow.com

Special O¿er for New Patients:
-• Complete exam and X rays for just $80 • 10% o¿ any dental treatment (cleanings excluded)

We look forward to welcoming you and your family to our practice. 

We believe great oral care is the foundation for a healthier life. 

That’s why we take time to explain everything in a comfortable, family-friendly setting.

Whether you speak English or Spanish, you’ll feel right at home with us. Hablamos español.

ADVERTISE HERE

Promote your Business 

AND support your Parish.

Give us a call!

800-292-9111
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Fort Myers (239) 334-2195

Cape Coral (239) 542-3148

PaveseLaw.com 

Construction Law | Real Estate 
Business Law | Estate Planning

Fort Myers (239) 334-2195

Cape Coral (239) 542-3148

PaveseLaw.com 
Mary Vlasak Snell Frank Pavese Jr.

Wills • Trusts • Power of Attorney • Probate • Guardianship
Special Needs • Pre/Post Nuptials  • Corporate Formation 

CLEANERS

SINCE 1975
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