
SAINT CECILIA CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
5632 SUNRISE DRIVE FORT MYERS FL 33919

PHONE 239-936-3635 FAX 239-936-2108
VISIT OUR WEBSITE: WWW.SAINTCECILIAS.ORG



MASS
INTENTIONS
Saturday, July 18

4:00 pm † Gordon Forester
by Jeanne & Claire

Sunday, July 19
7:30 AM Parishioners of Saint Cecilia
9:00 AM Josnell Rivera

by Juan Luis Laboy
11:30 AM † Angelina & Fiore Longo

by Joe & Marteen Longo

Monday, July 20
7:30 AM Priests' Inten�ons

Tuesday, July 21
12:10 PM Jim & Yolanda Mitchell

by Joe & Teresa MItchell

Wednesday, July 22
7:30 AM Greg Edison

by Maria Gonzalez

Thursday, July 23
12:10 pm † Helen Higgins

by Pat Creem

Friday, July 24
7:30 am Vicki Mayier

by Ginger McHale & Steve Sa�en

Saturday, July 25
4:00 pm † Julie Borkowski

by Karen Ferraraccio

Sunday, July 26
7:30 AM Fr. Mike's Inten�on
9:00 AM St. Cecilia's Parishioners
11:30 AM † Dolores Lorenz

by Frank & Julie Richards

Scan QR Code For Daily Readings from USCCB

WELCOME
Whether you are just passing through the area or looking
for a spiritual home, we welcome you to St. Cecilia Catholic
Community. We hope you And our worship environment
hospitable and prayerful.

People oBen aCend Mass at a parish for months or years
without oDcially registering. Registra�on here at St. Cecilia
is an expression of your commitment to being an ac�ve
member of our community. Parish registra�on allows for
you to receive �mely and essen�al communica�ons
through mail and our weekly Parish Email Update.
Registra�ons also simpliAes the process regarding religious
educa�on, sponsoring a sacramental candidate, and for the
planning and prepara�on of bap�sms, weddings, funerals
and the recep�on of Sacraments for homebounds such as
Eucharist and Anoin�ng. Seasonal Parishioners are also
welcomed to Register and have dual membership.

Registra�on is easy and can be completed at the Parish
ODce during regular oDce hours or on our website:
Registra�on form (saintcecilias.org)
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THE SANCTUARY LAMP
In Memory of
Flori Walker

TEACHINGS FROM THEMAGISTERIUM

"The Church has received the Eucharist from Christ her Lord not as one gift –
however precious – among so many others, but as the gift par excellence, for it is
the gift of himself, of his person in his sacred humanity, as well as the gift of his
saving work. Nor does it remain con"ned to the past, since “all that Christ is –
all that he did and suffered for all men – participates in the divine eternity, and

so transcends all times”.

Pope St. John Paul II, Encyclical Ecclesia De Eucharistia, 11

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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OUR�STEWARDSHIP
Our	2026	Assessment	is	..............	$	238,000.00
Pledges	.......................................	$273,999.00
%	of	Goal	....................................		115.13	%
%	of	Households	.........................		23.79	%
Total	Payments	..........................		$242,533.25

Thank	You	for	your	generosity!

THIS�WEEK�IN�OUR�PARISH
Saturday,	July	18
2:30-3:30	pm	Reconcilia�on	............................................CH
Sunday,	July	19
Monday,	July	20
12:45	pm			 Rosary..........................................................CH
Tuesday,		July	21
8:30	am		Men’s	Gospel	Forum		..........................................PH
12:45	pm	 	 Rosary	...........................................................CH
7:00	pm		Men's	Gospel	Forum	...........................................PH
Wednesday,	July	22
12:45	pm	 	 Rosary	..........................................................CH
Thursday,	July	23
10:00	am			Prayer	Shawl	Ministry......................................PH
12:45	pm	 	 Rosary..........................................................CH
Friday,	July	24
12:45	pm	 	 Rosary..........................................................CH
5:30	pm		 	 Rosary..........................................................CH
Saturday,	July	25
2:30-3:30	pm	Reconcilia�on	............................................CH
Sunday,	July	26
PH=�Parish�Hall�CH=�Chapel�CR=�Community�Room�MH=Marian�Hall�
PK=�Parking�Lot�LIB=Library�*Numeric�Loca�ons�indicate�a�Room�in�the�
Parish�Hall

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Mi 6:1-4, 6-8; Ps 50:5-6, 8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23; Mt 12:38-42 

Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 85:2-4, 5-6, 7-8; Mt 12:46-50 

Sg 3:1-4b; or 2 Cor 5:14-17; Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9; Jn 20:1-2, 11-18 Jer 

2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13; Ps 36:6-7ab, 8-9, 10-11; Mt 13:10-17 

Jer 3:14-17; Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13; Mt 13:18-23 

2 Cor 4:7-15; Ps 126:1bc-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6; Mt 20:20-28 

1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12; Ps 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127-128, 129-130; Rom 8:28-30; 

Mt 13:44-52 or Mt 13:44-46 



SAFE�ENVIRONMENT�TRAINING
Mandatory	For	New	Volunteers

The	Diocese	of	Venice	is	commiCed	to	provide	a	safe	environment	for	children	and	vulnerable	adults.		To	that	
end,	persons	working	with	children	or	visi�ng	vulnerable	adults,	as	well	as	any	volunteer	for	any	ministry,	are	
required	to	be	Anger	printed	(this	process	includes	a	background	check)	and	to	receive	training	in	recognizing	
poten�al	signs	of	abuse.	The	training	por�on	can	be	done	in	your	home	over	a	PC.

For	further	informa�on,	visit	the	Diocesan	website	at	www.dioceseofvenice.org/	safeenvironment	to	see	what	is	required	before	the	parish	
can	accept	a	volunteer	into	any	ministry.		Any	cost	a	volunteer	incurs	to	complete	these	requirements	will	be	fully	reimbursed	on	request.	
Report	any	abuse	against	minors	to	the	Florida	Department	of	Children	and	Families	at
	800-962-2873.To	report	abuse	by	Diocesan	personnel	or	volunteers,	no�fy	the	Diocesan	Vic�ms	Assistance	Coordinator,			Susan	Benton,	at	
(941)	416-6114.
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A	MIGHTY	GOD	
BY:	TOM	SCHMIDT	

The��rst�reading�says�that�God’s�might�is�the�basis�
for�divine�justice.�We�might�take�this�to�mean�that�
God�uses�mighty�power�to�punish�sinners,�in�the�
legal�sense�of�justice.�But�the�reading�also�talks�
about�God’s�lenience�and�clemency.�So�maybe�
God’s�power�is�so�great�that�punishment�is�not�
necessary.�Sinners�can�be�forgiven.�After�all,�we�
usually�punish�those�we�fear�will�hurt�us�again.�But�
God�is�too�powerful�to�be�injured�by�our�sins.�God�
can�a#ord�to�wait�for�us�to�repent.�That�is�the�point�
of�the�parable�of�the�wheat�and�the�weeds.

We�are�used�to�expecting�swift�justice.�We�like�TV�
shows�in�which�the�bad�guy�is�caught�and�convicted�
in�an�hour.�The�idea�of�God�giving�sinners�until�the�
end�of�time�to�repent�is�almost�un-American—at�
least,�until�we�realize�that�we�are�sinners,�too.�“But�
my�sins�are�so�minor.”�Even�the�smallest�sin�says�
that�we�know�better�than�God�what�is�right.�Yet�God�
is�still�willing�to�wait�for�all�of�us�to�repent.

On�the�other�hand,�we�hear�people�who�say�they�
don’t�deserve�to�be�forgiven.�True,�but�no�one�could�
ever�deserve�forgiveness.�That�is�the�wonder�of�
God’s�love,�that�God’s�Son�came�to�die�for�sinners,�
even�before�we�sinned.�As�we�experience�that�
forgiveness,�we�learn�the�depth�of�God’s�love�for�
us.�Hopefully,�we�also�learn�to�share�that�love�with�
others.

Of�course,�that�means�that�we�also�share�
forgiveness�with�others.�If�God�waits�till�“the�end�of�
the�age”�before�burning�the�weeds,�shouldn’t�we�be�
willing�to�forgive�those�who�hurt�us?�The�Church�
encourages�us�to�celebrate�the�sacrament�of�
reconciliation�often.�Many�people�today�wait�till�they�
have�a�lot�of�sins,�or�at�least�one�whopper,�to�
confess.�But�the�more�often�we�go,�the�more�we�are�
reminded�of�God’s�love�and�forgiveness.�Those�
reminders�can�help�us�to�be�more�willing�to�show�
mercy�ourselves.�Let�us�ask�God�for�the�courage�to�
seek�forgiveness�and�the�strength�to�forgive.

PRAYER�INTENTIONS
Please	go	on	line	(Click	on	Link	or	scan	QR	code	below)	and	submit	
your	prayer	requests.

Enter	the	Person	receiving	the	inten�ons	Arst	name,	then	last.

Choose	what	type	of	inten�ons	you	are	reques�ng,	i.e.,	a	birth	or	
birthday,	anniversary,	prayers	answered	or	blessing	received,	
physical	or	spiritual	healing,	etc.

ABer	your	choice	is	entered,	enter	your	name	and	your	phone	
number,	(your	name	and	number	are	not	published).

You	may	also	view	the	prayer	inten�ons	by	holding	Control	&	
clicking	on	the	Link,	or	simply	scan	the	QR	code.		Click	here,	to	
submit	Prayer	Inten�ons

Click	here	to	submit	your	Prayer	Inten�on
Current	Prayer	Inten�ons

For�Our�Hispanic�Community

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

http://Click%20here%20to%20submit%20your%20prayer%20intention
http://Current%20Prayer%20Intentions
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PATIENT�WAITING�
BY:�KATE�TALIAFERRO���

The�Kingdom�of�Heaven�is�like�a�wheat��eld,�like�a�mustard�seed,�like�
yeast.�What�do�all�these�have�in�common?�Time.�Each�requires�patience�
in�order�for�their�work�to�be�complete.�

A�sower�plants�a�wheat��eld�and�an�enemy�sows�weeds�shortly�after.�The�
sower�doesn’t�know�about�this�unhappy�circumstance�until�the�seeds�
begin�to�grow�and�show�themselves�for�what�they�are.�Rather�than�
showing�displeasure,�the�sower�chooses�patience.�He�tells�his�servants�to�
wait�for�the�crop�to�be�full�grown�before�handling�the�problem�of�the�
weeds.�His�patience�doesn’t�change�the�situation,�but�it�does�create�the�
space�for�the�seeds�to�do�their�work.

The�same�patience�is�needed�for�mustard�seeds.�Seeds�need�time�to�
germinate,�often�at�least�a�week.�For�that�week�it�looks�like�the�sower�
has�nothing�to�show�for�the�work�he�has�done.�The�soil�just�sits�there,�
all�the�work�is�happening�below�the�surface�away�from�curious�eyes.�If�
the�sower�doesn’t�wait�and�digs�up�the�seeds�to�see�if�they�are�
growing,�they�will�die.�

Yeast�works�in�a�similar�way.�It’s�so�small�we�cannot�see�it�at�work.�
But�step�away�from�the�9our,�water,�and�salt�for�a�few�hours�and�the�
evidence�will�be�plain�that�a�great�change�has�taken�place.�

The�Kingdom�of�Heaven�is�just�like�the�wheat��eld,�the�seed,�the�
yeast.�It�is�a�present�reality�and�at�the�same�time�is�developing,�anticipating,�growing.�We�live�in�the�midst�of�
the�Kingdom�of�God�and�we�still�have�work�to�do�to�bring�about�the�Kingdom�of�God.

We�usually�talk�about�the�end�times�and�the�ful�llment�of�the�Kingdom�during�
the�close�of�the�liturgical�year�and�into�Advent.�But�I�think�it’s�so�good�that�the�
Church�brings�it�to�our�attention�today,�right�in�the�middle�of�Ordinary�Time.�The�
Kingdom�of�Heaven�is�here,�even�if�here�is�on�vacation.�The�Kingdom�of�
Heaven�is�here�even�when�our�usual�routines�and�schedules�are�upside�down.�
No�matter�what�sort�of�Ordinary�Time�we�are�experiencing,�the�Kingdom�of�
Heaven�is�in�the�midst�of�it.

We�can�learn�so�much�about�God�from�the�sower.�He�doesn’t�get�anxious�or�
overreact�when�he��nds�out�about�the�weeds�in�his�carefully�planted��eld.�He�doesn’t�say�to�scrap�the�whole�
project�or�abandon�it�to�the�birds.�He�continues�to�care�and�tend�for�the��eld�as�he�intended�to,�giving�the�
wheat�the�chance�to�be�stronger�than�the�weeds.�As�baptized�children�of�God,�we�receive�this�same�care�and�
love.�We�are�accompanied�and�cherished�by�God,�even�when�the�weeds�try�to�grow�tall�all�around�us.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



ST. CECILIA
Catholic Community

5632 Sunrise Dr.
Fort Myers, FL 33919
(239) 936-3635
www.saintcecilias.org

ODce Hours
Monday -Friday
8:00AM to 4:00PM

(The Parish O)ce is
closed daily from 12:00
to 1:00 PM for lunch.)

StaPed by
The Diocese of Venice

in Florida

Administrator
Fr. Michal Szyszka

Re�red Priest
Fr. Mike Matusz

Pastoral StaP

Business Manager
So�ris Kaklamanis

Music Director
Erin Neitzelt

Administra�ve
Assistant
Juan Luis Laboy

Director of Religious
Educa�on
PaCy Kiernan

Faith Forma�on
Assistant
Francisca Pamplin

Liturgy Coordinator
Debbie Laughlin

Coordinator of Pastoral
Ministries
Elvia Arana

Marian Hall Rental
Denise Devine

Maintenace
Daxton Wellman

MHMaintenace
Mark Goense

THE KNIGHT’S CORNER
On June 4, 2026, Supreme Knight Patrick E. Kelly writes:

“I write today to recognize Saint Cecilia Council 13483’s support of women and children through
the Knights of Columbus Aid and Support After Pregnancy (ASAP) Program.

For more than 50 Years, brother Knights have proudly taken action to build a culture of life North
America and beyond. On the local, state, national and international levels, our members have
organized, led and taken part in countless initiatives, as part of the 4ght for life.

Saint Cecilis’s e5orts today through ASAP are a crucial part of our Order’s continued work to
defend the unborn and the vocation of motherhood. Thanks to your council’s generosity, women
facing fear and uncertainty will receive the help they need to choose life. Together, our brother
Knights are o5ering signs of hope that the sanctity of all human life will be a7rmed in our world.

Enclosed with this letter you will 4nd a $400 check representing the Supreme Council’s
contribution to your work as part of ASAP. Please present the check to this life-saving
organization as soon as you are able.

Brothers, please convey my heartfelt thanks to all the members of Council 13483 for their
participation in ASAP and support of the most marginalized in our society.

With gratitude for your e5orts and dedication to the cause of life, I am

Fraternally,

Patrick E. Kelly, Supreme Knight”

Our Council here at Saint Cecila meets on the second Tuesday of every month in the Parish Hall at
7:00 PM. New members are always welcome, so come see what you have been missing as an
adult Catholic Christian

George J. Hambel CPA

gjhcpa@comcast.net

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Dr. Wendy Batista-Rodriguez, DDS
13440 Parker Commons Blvd, Suite #104, Fort Myers, FL 33912

239-539-5937
Your Smile Matters – And So Does Your Health!

dr.batista.rodriguez @gmail.com                                 www.allsmilesnow.com

Special O¿er for New Patients:
-• Complete exam and X rays for just $80 • 10% o¿ any dental treatment (cleanings excluded)

We look forward to welcoming you and your family to our practice. 

We believe great oral care is the foundation for a healthier life. 

That’s why we take time to explain everything in a comfortable, family-friendly setting.

Whether you speak English or Spanish, you’ll feel right at home with us. Hablamos español.

©2026 Diocesan View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Fort Myers (239) 334-2195

Cape Coral (239) 542-3148

PaveseLaw.com 

Construction Law | Real Estate 
Business Law | Estate Planning

Fort Myers (239) 334-2195

Cape Coral (239) 542-3148

PaveseLaw.com 
Mary Vlasak Snell Frank Pavese Jr.

Wills • Trusts • Power of Attorney • Probate • Guardianship
Special Needs • Pre/Post Nuptials  • Corporate Formation 

CLEANERS

SINCE 1975

PARISHIONEROWNED

ADDUULT NINJA FITNESSADULT NINJA FITNESS

BE ACTIVE
FEEL BETTER
LIVE LONGER

Train Your Body &

Challenge Your Brain

All Levels. Adults 40+

239.481.2237

All Levels. Adults 40+
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