
SAINT CECILIA CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
5632 SUNRISE DRIVE FORT MYERS FL 33919

PHONE 239-936-3635 FAX 239-936-2108
VISIT OUR WEBSITE: WWW.SAINTCECILIAS.ORG



MASS
INTENTIONS
Saturday, July 11

4:00 pm † Joseph Germain
by Buddy & Donna Strickland

Sunday, July 12
7:30 AM Parishioners of Saint Cecilia
9:00 AM † Leo, Marianne & Rita Kretsch

by Rosalie Decker
11:30 AM † Jose Manuel Bonilla Grijalba

by Carmen Caviedes & Family

Monday, July 13
7:30 AM † Fr. Stan Dombrowski, OSFS

& Family
by a Friend

Tuesday, July 14
12:10 PM † Donald T. Clark

by Kathleen Clark

Wednesday, July 15
7:30 AM † David Fuciu

by Joanne Fuciu

Thursday, July 16
12:10 pm Priests' Inten�ons

Friday, July 17
7:30 am † Benito Gonzalez

by Maria & Nancy

Saturday, July 18
4:00 pm † Gordon Forester

by Jeanne & Claire

Sunday, July 19
7:30 AM Parishioners of Saint Cecilia
9:00 AM Josnell Rivera

by Juan Luis Laboy
11:30 AM † Angelina & Fiore Longo

by Joe & Marteen Longo

Scan QR Code For Daily Readings from USCCB

WELCOME
Whether you are just passing through the area or looking
for a spiritual home, we welcome you to St. Cecilia Catholic
Community. We hope you ?nd our worship environment
hospitable and prayerful.

People o@en aAend Mass at a parish for months or years
without oBcially registering. Registra�on here at St. Cecilia
is an expression of your commitment to being an ac�ve
member of our community. Parish registra�on allows for
you to receive �mely and essen�al communica�ons
through mail and our weekly Parish Email Update.
Registra�ons also simpli?es the process regarding religious
educa�on, sponsoring a sacramental candidate, and for the
planning and prepara�on of bap�sms, weddings, funerals
and the recep�on of Sacraments for homebounds such as
Eucharist and Anoin�ng. Seasonal Parishioners are also
welcomed to Register and have dual membership.

Registra�on is easy and can be completed at the Parish
OBce during regular oBce hours or on our website:
Registra�on form (saintcecilias.org)
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THE SANCTUARY LAMP
In Memory of
Ralph, Evelyn, & Bill Fountain
by Jim & Susan DeFee

TEACHINGS FROM THEMAGISTERIUM
"This Parable of the Sower is somewhat the ‘mother’ of all parables, because it speaks about
listening to the Word. It reminds us that the Word of God is a seed which in itself is fruitful and
effective; and God scatters it everywhere, paying no mind to waste. Such is the heart of God! Each
one of us is ground on which the seed of the Word falls; no one is excluded! The Word is given to
each one of us. We can ask ourselves: what type of terrain am I? Do I resemble the path, the rocky
ground, the bramble bush? If we want, with the grace of God, we can become good soil, ploughed
and carefully cultivated, to help ripen the seed of the Word. It is already present in our heart, but

making it fruitful depends on us; it depends on the embrace that we reserve for this seed."

Pope Francis, Angelus - July 12 2020

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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SCRIPTURE�READINGS
Monday	 Isa.�1:10-17�Ps.�50:8,9,16,17,21,23�Ma�.�10:34-11:1�
Tuesday� Isa.�7:1-9�Ps.�48:2-8�Ma�.�11:20-24
Wednesday	 Isa.�10:5-7,13,16�Ps.�94:6-10,14,15�Ma�.�11:25-27
Thursday	 					Isa.�26:7-9,12,16-19�Ps.�102:13-21�Ma�.�11:28-30
Friday� �����Isa.�38:1-6,21,22,7,8�Isa.�38:10-12,16�Ma�.�12:1-8
Saturday						�Micah�2:1-5�Ps.�10:1-4,7,8,14�Ma�.�12:14-21
Sunday	 Wisdom�12:13,16-19�Ps.�86:5,6,9,10,15,16
� �Rom.�8:26,27�Ma�.�13:24-43
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OUR�STEWARDSHIP
Our	2026	Assessment	is	..............	$	238,000.00
Pledges	.......................................	$273,999.00
%	of	Goal	....................................		115.13	%
%	of	Households	.........................		23.79	%
Total	Payments	..........................		$242,533.25

Thank	You	for	your	generosity!

THIS�WEEK�IN�OUR�PARISH
Saturday,	July	11
2:30-3:30	pm	Reconcilia�on	............................................CH
Sunday,	July	12
8:00	am	-	1:00	pm	Lee	Health	Bloodmobile	......................PK
Monday,	July	13
12:45	pm			 Rosary..........................................................CH
Tuesday,		July	14
8:30	am		Men’s	Gospel	Forum		..........................................PH
12:45	pm	 	 Rosary	...........................................................CH
7:00	pm		Men's	Gospel	Forum	...........................................PH
Wednesday,	July	115
12:45	pm	 	 Rosary	..........................................................CH
Thursday,	July	16
10:00	am			Prayer	Shawl	Ministry......................................PH
12:45	pm	 	 Rosary..........................................................CH
Friday,	July	17
12:45	pm	 	 Rosary..........................................................CH
5:30	pm		 	 Rosary..........................................................CH
Saturday,	July	18
2:30-3:30	pm	Reconcilia�on	............................................CH
Sunday,	July	19
PH=�Parish�Hall�CH=�Chapel�CR=�Community�Room�MH=Marian�Hall�
PK=�Parking�Lot�LIB=Library�*Numeric�Loca�ons�indicate�a�Room�in�the�
Parish�Hall

Congratulations� to�Sr.� Sallie� Latkovich�
on�her�award�from�the�Catholic�Media�
Association.� She� was� recognized� for�
her�writing�contribution�in�the�category�
of�Best�Regular�Column�-�Scripture.

Scan� the�QR� code� to� read� the� Florida�
Catholic�Media�article�on�the�recognition�
of�her�award.�There�you�will�also�0nd�the�
winning�columns.�

� � � We�hope�you�enjoy�them!

Sr.�Sallie�holds�a�doctorate�in�ministry�and�continues�to�serve�in�
the�leadership�of�the�Sisters�of�St.�Joseph.�

Sr.�Sallie,�thank�you�for�sharing�the�light�of�the�Word�of�God�
with�others!�

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



SAFE�ENVIRONMENT�TRAINING
Mandatory	For	New	Volunteers

The	Diocese	of	Venice	is	commiAed	to	provide	a	safe	environment	for	children	and	vulnerable	adults.		To	that	
end,	persons	working	with	children	or	visi�ng	vulnerable	adults,	as	well	as	any	volunteer	for	any	ministry,	are	
required	to	be	?nger	printed	(this	process	includes	a	background	check)	and	to	receive	training	in	recognizing	
poten�al	signs	of	abuse.	The	training	por�on	can	be	done	in	your	home	over	a	PC.

For	further	informa�on,	visit	the	Diocesan	website	at	www.dioceseofvenice.org/	safeenvironment	to	see	what	is	required	before	the	parish	
can	accept	a	volunteer	into	any	ministry.		Any	cost	a	volunteer	incurs	to	complete	these	requirements	will	be	fully	reimbursed	on	request.	
Report	any	abuse	against	minors	to	the	Florida	Department	of	Children	and	Families	at
	800-962-2873.To	report	abuse	by	Diocesan	personnel	or	volunteers,	no�fy	the	Diocesan	Vic�ms	Assistance	Coordinator,			Susan	Benton,	at	
(941)	416-6114.
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AN	UNBROKEN	HISTORY
EXCERPT	FROM	CATHOLIC	ANSWERS

Jesus�said�his�Church�would�be�“the�light�of�the�world.”�He�
then�noted�that�“a�city�set�on�a�hill�cannot�be�hid”�(Matt.�
5:14).�This�means�his�Church�is�a�visible�organization.�It�
must�have�characteristics�that�clearly�identify�it�and�that�
distinguish�it�from�other�churches.�Jesus�promised,�“I�will�
build�my�Church�and�the�gates�of�hell�will�not�prevail�
against�it”�(Matt.�16:18).�This�means�that�his�Church�will�
never�be�destroyed�and�will�never�fall�away�from�him.�His�
Church�will�survive�until�his�return.

Among�the�Christian�churches,�only�the�Catholic�Church�
has�existed�since�the�time�of�Jesus.�Every�other�Christian�
church�is�an�o-shoot�of�the�Catholic�Church.�The�Eastern�
Orthodox�churches�broke�away�from�unity�with�the�pope�in�
1054.�The�Protestant�churches�were�established�during�the�
Reformation,�which�began�in�1517.�(Most�of�today’s�
Protestant�churches�are�actually�o-shoots�of�the�original�
Protestant�o-shoots.)

Only�the�Catholic�Church�existed�in�the�tenth�century,�in�the�
5fth�century,�and�in�the�5rst�century,�faithfully�teaching�the�
doctrines�given�by�Christ�to�the�apostles,�omitting�nothing.�
The�line�of�popes�can�be�traced�back,�in�unbroken�
succession,�to�Peter�himself.�This�is�unequaled�by�any�
institution�in�history.

Even�the�oldest�government�is�new�compared�to�the�papacy,�
and�the�churches�that�send�out�door-to-door�missionaries�are�
young�compared�to�the�Catholic�Church.�Many�of�these�
churches�began�as�recently�as�the�nineteenth�or�twentieth�
centuries.�Some�even�began�during�your�own�lifetime.�None�
of�them�can�claim�to�be�the�Church�Jesus�established.

The�Catholic�Church�has�existed�for�nearly�2,000�years,�
despite�constant�opposition�from�the�world.�This�is�
testimony�to�the�Church’s�divine�origin.�It�must�be�more�
than�a�merely�human�organization,�especially�considering�
that�its�human�members—�even�some�of�its�leaders—have�
been�unwise,�corrupt,�or�prone�to�heresy.Any�merely�human�
organization�with�such�members�would�have�collapsed�early�
on.�The�Catholic�Church�is�today�the�most�vigorous�church�
in�the�world�(and�the�largest,�with�a�billion�members:�one�
sixth�of�the�human�race),�and�that�is�testimony�not�to�the�
cleverness�of�the�Church’s�leaders,�but�to�the�protection�of�
the�Holy�Spirit.

PRAYER�INTENTIONS
Please	go	on	line	(Click	on	Link	or	scan	QR	code	below)	and	submit	
your	prayer	requests.

Enter	the	Person	receiving	the	inten�ons	?rst	name,	then	last.

Choose	what	type	of	inten�ons	you	are	reques�ng,	i.e.,	a	birth	or	
birthday,	anniversary,	prayers	answered	or	blessing	received,	
physical	or	spiritual	healing,	etc.

A@er	your	choice	is	entered,	enter	your	name	and	your	phone	
number,	(your	name	and	number	are	not	published).

You	may	also	view	the	prayer	inten�ons	by	holding	Control	&	
clicking	on	the	Link,	or	simply	scan	the	QR	code.		Click	here,	to	
submit	Prayer	Inten�ons

Click	here	to	submit	your	Prayer	Inten�on
Current	Prayer	Inten�ons

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

http://Click%20here%20to%20submit%20your%20prayer%20intention
http://Current%20Prayer%20Intentions
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TENDING�TO�THE�SOIL�OF�OUR�SOULS�
BY:�ALLISON�GINGRAS���

The�Parable�of�the�Sower�helped�me�understand�the�transformative�power�
of�spending�time�daily�with�the�Word�of�God,�especially�in�overcoming�
obstacles�to�living�the�Catholic�faith.

Although�the�Catholic�Mass�is�seeped�in�Scriptures,�it�took�me�years�to�
realize�it;�not�exactly�sure�where�in�my�catechesis�the�communication�
breakdown�occurred,�but�the�fact�remains�that�the�seeds,�the�Word�of�God,�
had�been�scattered�before�me,�my�entire�life.�However,�like�the�seeds�
strewn�on�the�rocky�path�in�the�parable,�although�the�Word�had�reached�my�
ears,�the�devil�took�full�advantage�of�my�ignorance�and�snatched�the�
meaning�away�before�it�could�penetrate�my�heart.�

At�times,�I�attempted�to�grow�spiritually�by�attending�retreats�or�presentations.�
These�set�my�heart�on�)re�for�the�things�of�God.�All�my�senses�heightened�—�
the�incense�smelled�sweeter,�the�readings�felt�more�inspired,�the�homilies�
touched�deep�into�my�heart�as�if�they�were�written�just�for�me;�even�kneeling�in�
prayer�felt�more�reverent.�Filled�with�this�renewed�desire�to�become�closer�to�
God,�I�vowed�to�pray�a�daily�Rosary,�attend�Mass�more�faithfully,�and�not�give�
into�my�fears�by�continuing�to�avoid�the�Sacrament�of�Reconciliation.�

Yet,�over�time�all�those�things�I�had�discovered�to�nourish�my�budding�faith�—�
the�encouraging�retreat�team,�consistent�study�of�the�Scriptures,�or�quiet�time�
for�prayer�—�faded.�I�did�not�stick�with�anything�long�enough�to�develop�deep�
roots�of�faith,�and�my�attention�to�God�withered�away.�Left�with�a�thirst�for�
more�yet�unable�to�duplicate�the�euphoric�feelings�of�my�retreat�experiences,�I�
allowed�the�thorns�of�the�world�to�grow�all�around�me.�Any�seeds�dropped�
would�be�choked�by�the�weeds�of�daily�worries,�concerns,�and�tasks.�

Prayer�dissolved�into�a�speedy�blessing�before�meals,�a�quick�petition�as�I�tried�to�make�our�income�cover�our�
expenses,�or�an�Our�Father�or�Hail�Mary�as�I�drifted�o2�to�sleep;�all�prayed�more�out�of�habit�than�a�yearning�
for�a�deeper�faith.�My�weekly�Mass�participation�spurned�more�out�of�a�desire�for�perfect�attendance�and�a�
heavenly�insurance�policy�than�a�love�of�the�Lord.�

Finally,�joining�a�small�group�faith�sharing�tilled�the�rich�soil�necessary�for�true�
spiritual�growth.�However,�even�rich�soil�needs�consistent�tending�for�seeds�to�
continue�3ourishing�within�it—weeds�of�distraction,�busyness,�and�apathy�need�
constant�extraction,�or�they�will�completely�overtake�our�time�with�the�Lord.�
Fertilizing�the�soil�is�critical.�Our�faith�is�watered�and�nurtured�by�what�I�refer�to�
as�the�"Grace�Trifecta,"�which�consists�of�daily�participation�in�prayer,�sacrament,�
and�Scripture.�Our�beautiful�Catholic�faith�provides�the�gardening�tools�for�an�
abundant�harvest;�we�merely�need�to�pick�them�up�and�tend�the�soil�of�our�souls.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



ST. CECILIA
Catholic Community

5632 Sunrise Dr.
Fort Myers, FL 33919
(239) 936-3635
www.saintcecilias.org

OBce Hours
Monday -Friday
8:00AM to 4:00PM

(The Parish O)ce is
closed daily from 12:00
to 1:00 PM for lunch.)

StaRed by
The Diocese of Venice

in Florida

Administrator
Fr. Michal Szyszka

Re�red Priest
Fr. Mike Matusz

Pastoral StaR

Business Manager
So�ris Kaklamanis

Music Director
Erin Neitzelt

Administra�ve
Assistant
Juan Luis Laboy

Director of Religious
Educa�on
PaAy Kiernan

Faith Forma�on
Assistant
Francisca Pamplin

Liturgy Coordinator
Debbie Laughlin

Coordinator of Pastoral
Ministries
Elvia Arana

Marian Hall Rental
Denise Devine

Maintenace
Daxton Wellman

MHMaintenace
Mark Goense

THE KNIGHT’S CORNER
On July 4, 2026 our Nation celebrated the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of
Independence. For many, it will be a moment of grace and responsibility. Supreme
Chaplin Archbishop William E. Lori said “Let us be builders of unity in the broader
culture by recognizing legitimate diversity where it exists and respecting the humanity of
those with whom we disagree.”

As Knights we are patriots. We love the land of our birth, and many of our brother
Knights have given their lives in defense of their country. Patriotism is woven into the
fabric of our Order. Yet our patriotism is not blind. In celebrating this 250th anniversary
we give thanks to GOD for what is a noble in America while not forgetting what is
painful and Cawed. The Declaration of Independence proclaimed that all men are created
equal and endowed by our Creator with certain inalienable rights and a half centuries
later, we often struggle to live up to that ideal.

Our Council here at Saint Cecilia meets on the second Tuesday of every month in the
Parish Hall at 7:00 PM. New members are always welcome, so come see what you have
been missing as an adult Catholic Christian.

George J. Hambel CPA

gjhcpa@comcast.net

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Dr. Wendy Batista-Rodriguez, DDS
13440 Parker Commons Blvd, Suite #104, Fort Myers, FL 33912

239-539-5937
Your Smile Matters – And So Does Your Health!

dr.batista.rodriguez @gmail.com                                 www.allsmilesnow.com

Special O¿er for New Patients:
-• Complete exam and X rays for just $80 • 10% o¿ any dental treatment (cleanings excluded)

We look forward to welcoming you and your family to our practice. 

We believe great oral care is the foundation for a healthier life. 

That’s why we take time to explain everything in a comfortable, family-friendly setting.

Whether you speak English or Spanish, you’ll feel right at home with us. Hablamos español.
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Fort Myers (239) 334-2195

Cape Coral (239) 542-3148

PaveseLaw.com 

Construction Law | Real Estate 
Business Law | Estate Planning

Fort Myers (239) 334-2195

Cape Coral (239) 542-3148

PaveseLaw.com 
Mary Vlasak Snell Frank Pavese Jr.

Wills • Trusts • Power of Attorney • Probate • Guardianship
Special Needs • Pre/Post Nuptials  • Corporate Formation 

CLEANERS

SINCE 1975

PARISHIONEROWNED

ADDUULT NINJA FITNESSADULT NINJA FITNESS

BE ACTIVE
FEEL BETTER
LIVE LONGER

Train Your Body &

Challenge Your Brain

All Levels. Adults 40+

239.481.2237

All Levels. Adults 40+
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