
SAINT CECILIA CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
5632 SUNRISE DRIVE FORT MYERS FL 33919

PHONE 239-936-3635 FAX 239-936-2108
VISIT OUR WEBSITE: WWW.SAINTCECILIAS.ORG



MASS
INTENTIONS
Saturday, July 4

4:00 pm † Fred Borchuck
by Joanne Fuciu

Sunday, July 5
7:30 AM Parishioners of Saint Cecilia
9:00 AM † Flori Walker

by Tim & Cindy Malszycki
11:30 AM † Hon. John Carlin

by Kathy Good

Monday, July 6
7:30 AM Priests' Inten�ons

Tuesday, July 7
12:10 PM † Maria Talabera

by Erick Lopez

Wednesday, July 8
7:30 AM † Jim Hauser

by Catholic Chari�es Volunteers

Thursday, July 9
12:10 pm † Flori Walker

by George & Sue Moeggenberg

Friday, July 10
7:30 am † James Lewis

by The Beckers

Saturday, July 11
4:00 pm † Joseph Germain

by Buddy & Donna Strickland

Sunday, July 12
7:30 AM Parishioners of Saint Cecilia
9:00 AM † Leo, Marianne & Rita Kretsch

by Rosalie Decker
11:30 AM † Jose Manuel Bonilla Grijalba

by Carmen Caviedes & Family

Scan QR Code For Daily Readings from USCCB

WELCOME
Whether you are just passing through the area or looking
for a spiritual home, we welcome you to St. Cecilia Catholic
Community. We hope you @nd our worship environment
hospitable and prayerful.

People oAen aBend Mass at a parish for months or years
without oCcially registering. Registra�on here at St. Cecilia
is an expression of your commitment to being an ac�ve
member of our community. Parish registra�on allows for
you to receive �mely and essen�al communica�ons
through mail and our weekly Parish Email Update.
Registra�ons also simpli@es the process regarding religious
educa�on, sponsoring a sacramental candidate, and for the
planning and prepara�on of bap�sms, weddings, funerals
and the recep�on of Sacraments for homebounds such as
Eucharist and Anoin�ng. Seasonal Parishioners are also
welcomed to Register and have dual membership.

Registra�on is easy and can be completed at the Parish
OCce during regular oCce hours or on our website:
Registra�on form (saintcecilias.org)
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THE SANCTUARY LAMP
In Memory of
John Decker, Jr
By Juan Luis Laboy

TEACHINGS FROM THEMAGISTERIUM

"Another essential element of Mary's maternal task is found in her words to the
servants: "Do whatever he tells you." The Mother of Christ presents herself as the
spokeswoman of her Son's will, pointing out those things which must be done so

that the salvi#c power of the Messiah may be manifested."

Pope St. John Paul II, Encyclical Letter Redemptoris Mater, 21

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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SCRIPTURE READINGS
Monday Hosea 2:16-18,21,22 Ps. 145:2-9 Ma�. 9:18-26
Tuesday Hosea 8:4-7,11-13 Ps. 115:3-10 Ma�. 9:32-38
Wednesday Hosea 10:1-3,7,8,12 Ps. 105:2-7 Ma�. 10:1-7
Thursday Hosea 11:1-4,8,9 Ps. 80:2,3,15,16 Ma�. 10:7-15
Friday Hosea 14:2-10 Ps. 51:3,4,8,9,12,-14,17 Ma�. 10:16-23
Saturday Isa. 6:1-8 Ps. 93:1,2,5 Ma�. 10:24-33
Sunday Isa. 55:10-11 Ps. 65:10-14

Rom. 8:18-23 Ma�. 13:1-23
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OUR STEWARDSHIP
Our 2026 Assessment is .............. $ 238,000.00
Pledges ....................................... $273,999.00
% of Goal .................................... 115.13 %
% of Households ......................... 23.79 %
Total Payments .......................... $242,533.25

Thank You for your generosity!

THISWEEK IN OUR PARISH
Saturday, July 4
2:30-3:30 pm Reconcilia�on ............................................CH
Sunday, July 5
Monday, July 6
12:45 pm Rosary ...........................................................CH
Tuesday, July 7
8:30 amMen’s Gospel Forum ..........................................LIB
12:45 pm Rosary ...........................................................CH
7:00 pmMen's Gospel Forum ...........................................LIB
Wednesday, July 8
12:45 pm Rosary ..........................................................CH
Thursday, July 9
10:00 am Rosary Making Ministry....................................PH
12:45 pm Rosary..........................................................CH

Friday, July 10
12:45 pm Rosary..........................................................CH
5:30 pm Rosary..........................................................CH
Saturday, July 11
8:00 am - 12:00 pm Cursillo School of Leaders .................PH
2:30-3:30 pm Reconcilia�on ............................................CH
Sunday, July 12
8:00 am - 1:00 pm Lee Health Bloodmobile ......................PK

PH= Parish Hall CH= Chapel CR= Community RoomMH=Marian Hall
PK= Parking Lot LIB=Library *Numeric Loca�ons indicate a Room in the
Parish Hall

Fourteenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Meek and Humble God
Jesus tells us in today’s Gospel that he is “meek
and humble of heart.” Yet just a few lines before
this, he says that he is equal to his Father, the
almighty God. So how can the Son of God be both
meek and mighty?

For Jesus, being meek does not mean letting
people push him around. If he were meek in that
sense, he could not have thrown the money
changers out of the temple. Jesus’ meekness
meant doing the will of God completely. The
challenge for us comes in his words “learn from
me.” We must learn to do God’s will as completely
as Jesus did.

First, it means that we do all that God wants of us.
We cannot pick and choose what we want to do
and what we want to ignore. If some things seem
too di(cult or painful for us, we may need more
faith in Jesus’ ability to make the burden easy. For
example, sometimes we may hear Jesus’
command to love one another and reserve the
right to love whom we choose. Or we may reserve
the right to decide which teachings of the Church
we will follow. But doing God’s will completely
means doing it without reservation.

Second, we may try to do all that God asks, but
give up if something becomes too di(cult. We may
say we forgive someone, for example, but when
they reject that forgiveness, we become even
angrier. Or we may tire of being patient with
someone and be verbally hurtful. Or maybe we
agree to help on a parish project but quit when
someone disagrees with us. We can learn from
Jesus how to do each part of God’s will to
completion, as Jesus did all the way to the cross.

So how is the Son of God humble? True humility
means acknowledging who we are and what we
can do. Jesus is simply being humble when he
says that he is equal to the Father. So too, we are
humble when we do not hide the fact that we are
children of God and brothers and sisters of Jesus.
Instead of a false modesty that claims “I’m not
good enough to follow all of God’s commands,” it
takes true humility to accept that we can do God’s
will because the Spirit is with us to help us.

Tom Schmidt
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



SAFE�ENVIRONMENT�TRAINING
Mandatory	For	New	Volunteers

The	Diocese	of	Venice	is	commiBed	to	provide	a	safe	environment	for	children	and	vulnerable	adults.		To	that	
end,	persons	working	with	children	or	visi�ng	vulnerable	adults,	as	well	as	any	volunteer	for	any	ministry,	are	
required	to	be	@nger	printed	(this	process	includes	a	background	check)	and	to	receive	training	in	recognizing	
poten�al	signs	of	abuse.	The	training	por�on	can	be	done	in	your	home	over	a	PC.

For	further	informa�on,	visit	the	Diocesan	website	at	www.dioceseofvenice.org/	safeenvironment	to	see	what	is	required	before	the	parish	
can	accept	a	volunteer	into	any	ministry.		Any	cost	a	volunteer	incurs	to	complete	these	requirements	will	be	fully	reimbursed	on	request.	
Report	any	abuse	against	minors	to	the	Florida	Department	of	Children	and	Families	at
	800-962-2873.To	report	abuse	by	Diocesan	personnel	or	volunteers,	no�fy	the	Diocesan	Vic�ms	Assistance	Coordinator,			Susan	Benton,	at	
(941)	416-6114.
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Dealing�with
Interior�Desolation

“The�Lord�giveth�and�the�Lord�taketh�away…”�
(Job�1:21).��How�true�this�is.��There�are�times�
in�life�when�we�experience�the�abundant�
consolation�of�God.��It�may�be�at�moments�of�
great�family�joy,�or�when�we�experience�the�
unconditional�love�of�another.��At�times�we�
sense�the�powerful�presence�of�God�in�our�life�
of�prayer�and�are�+lled�with�joy.��But�there�are�
many�other�moments�in�life�when�God�seems�
distant�and�our�souls�feel�desolate.��Do�not�
worry�about�this.��If�this�is�caused�by�sin,�then�
face�that�sin,�confess�it�and�move�on.��But�if�it’s�
not�a�result�of�any�sin,�then�know�it’s�an�
opportunity�for�you�to�deepen�your�faith�and�
your�love�of�God�despite�how�you�feel.��This�is�
a�true�grace�and�we�should�be�grateful�that�God�
loves�us�enough�to�call�us�to�faith�even�when�
we�feel�very�little�inside�(See�Diary�of�Maria�
Faustina�Kowalska��#943).
What�do�you�experience�in�your�soul�right�
now?��Do�you�sense�the�closeness�of�God�and�
does�that�closeness�give�you�great�consolation?��
Or�do�you�feel�dry�and�desolate�as�if�God�is�
hidden�from�you?��We�must�rejoice�in�each�
experience�and�know�that�God�o:ers�the�grace�
we�need�for�each�moment.��Renew�your�faith�
this�day�no�matter�how�you�feel.��Do�it�
especially�in�moments�of�much�desolation.��
Your�act�of�faith�in�those�moments�will�open�
the�gates�of�God’s�Mercy�to�you�and�to�the�
world�more�than�you�may�realize.
Lord,�I�love�You�now�and�always�and�renew�my�
love�for�You�no�matter�how�I�feel.��In�good�
times�and�in�di�cult�ones�I�choose�to�love�You,�
to�have�faith�in�You�and�to�trust�in�You.��You�are�
the�God�of�consolation�and�the�God�of�
desolation.��I�choose�You�no�matter�what.��
Jesus,�I�trust�in�You.

From:�www.�divinemercy.life

PRAYER�INTENTIONS
Please	go	on	line	(Click	on	Link	or	scan	QR	code	below)	and	submit	
your	prayer	requests.

Enter	the	Person	receiving	the	inten�ons	@rst	name,	then	last.

Choose	what	type	of	inten�ons	you	are	reques�ng,	i.e.,	a	birth	or	
birthday,	anniversary,	prayers	answered	or	blessing	received,	
physical	or	spiritual	healing,	etc.

AAer	your	choice	is	entered,	enter	your	name	and	your	phone	
number,	(your	name	and	number	are	not	published).

You	may	also	view	the	prayer	inten�ons	by	holding	Control	&	
clicking	on	the	Link,	or	simply	scan	the	QR	code.		Click	here,	to	
submit	Prayer	Inten�ons

Click	here	to	submit	your	Prayer	Inten�on
Current	Prayer	Inten�ons

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

http://Click%20here%20to%20submit%20your%20prayer%20intention
http://Current%20Prayer%20Intentions


View�this�bulletin�online�at�www.DiscoverMass.com
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TAKING	THE	TIME	TO	REST
BY:	ELIZABETH	TOMLIN			

I’d�like�you�to�take�a�moment�and�trace�the�past�week�of�your�life.�Other�than�
sleeping,�did�you�take�any�intentional�rest?�We�just�0nished�the�Independence�
Day�holiday�here�in�the�United�States.�If�you�live�in�the�US,�did�you�squeeze�in�
every�last�bit�of�work�in�the�o(ce�before�closing�your�computer�for�the�holiday?�
Did�you�actually�sign�o3�from�work�for�the�holiday?�Or�did�you�try�to�multitask,�
only�to�0nd�yourself�zigging�and�zagging�between�sporting�events,�and�reading�
work�emails�on�your�phone�during�backyard�barbecues,�without�ever�actually�
resting?�

If�you’ve�ever�felt�more�tired�after�a�holiday�than�before,�chances�are�that�today,�
you�feel�like�a�burnt�out�sparkler.�I�have�a�consolation�for�you:�today’s�Gospel�
reading�is�especially�for�you�because�in�it�Jesus�tells�us�to�rest.

If�we�rest�in�Scripture�today,�we�are�privileged�to�hear�a�sacred�conversation.�We�
hear�Jesus�resting�in�prayer�with�the�Father.�“I�thank�you,�Father,�Lord�of�heaven�and�earth,”�Jesus�says.�The�
prayer�in�verses�25-27�is�one�of�only�three�places�in�which�Matthew�records�Jesus’�prayers�with�God�the�
Father.�The�second�instance�is�in�the�Garden�of�Gethsemane�(Mt�26:39,�42),�and�the�third�is�Jesus’s�last�
words�on�the�cross,�“My�God,�my�God,�why�have�you�forsaken�me?”�(Mt�27:46).�

After�concluding�his�prayer�today,�Jesus�shares�the�intimacy�of�the�relationship�between�Son�and�Father,�with�
those�around�him.�“[N]o�one�knows�the�Son�except�the�Father,�and�no�one�knows�the�Father�except�the�son�
and�any�one�to�whom�the�Son�chooses�to�reveal�him”�(Mt�11:27).�

After�this�statement�comes�an�invitation�to�rest.�“Come�to�me,�all�who�labor�
and�are�heavy�laden,�and�I�will�give�you�rest.”�Commentators�note�that�the�rest�
that�Jesus�gives�is�the�peace�which�surpasses�all�understanding�(Phil�4:7).�It�is�
also�the�invitation�to�discipleship,�for�we�know�that�following�Jesus�brings�“rest�
for�your�souls”�(11:29).�Through�resting�in�Jesus,�Jesus�reveals�the�Father�to�
us�for�Jesus�opens�up�the�possibility�of�eternal�union�with�God�in�heaven.�

The�0rst�step�toward�unity�with�God�today�is�simple:�just�rest.�Spend�time�with�
this�Gospel�passage.�Resist�the�urge�to�check�your�phone�and�just�rest.�
Accomplish�in�prayer�what�Jesus�asks�of�you�today:��“Come�to�me,�all�who�
labor�and�are�heavy�laden”�.�.�.�“Take�my�yoke�upon�you”�.�.�.�“learn�from�me.”�
(11:28-29)

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



ST. CECILIA
Catholic Community

5632 Sunrise Dr.
Fort Myers, FL 33919
(239) 936-3635
www.saintcecilias.org

OCce Hours
Monday -Friday
8:00AM to 4:00PM

(The Parish O)ce is
closed daily from 12:00
to 1:00 PM for lunch.)

StaPed by
The Diocese of Venice

in Florida

Administrator
Fr. Michal Szyszka

Re�red Priest
Fr. Mike Matusz

Pastoral StaP

Business Manager
So�ris Kaklamanis

Music Director
Erin Neitzelt

Administra�ve
Assistant
Juan Luis Laboy

Director of Religious
Educa�on
PaBy Kiernan

Faith Forma�on
Assistant
Francisca Pamplin

Liturgy Coordinator
Debbie Laughlin

Coordinator of Pastoral
Ministries
Elvia Arana

Marian Hall Rental
Denise Devine

Maintenace
Daxton Wellman

MHMaintenace
Mark Goense

THE KNIGHT’S CORNER
The Community Pregnancy Clinic of Naples, Florida is one of many organizations that
our Council supports. On Mother’s Day 2026 they were given a donation of $1,000.

Supreme Secretary John A. Marrella in a letter dated June 1, 2026 reported that a 2023
study published in the Cureus Journal of Medical Science revealed something that should
profoundly inDuence the way we work to protect the lives of the unborn.

Sixty percent of women who chose abortion reported that they would have preferred to
give birth if they had received more support or had more +nancial security.

In other words, abortion often doesn’t reDect a women’s right to choose. It’s a tragic sign
that many women don’t feel they can choose motherhood. Life is a priceless gift, as our
Holy Father Pope Leo XIV recently said. As Knights we should follow the teachings of
our founder, the Blessed Father Michael J. McGivney, and work to protect priceless lives
by healing the su:ering, protecting the vulnerable, strengthening families and building up
of the Church.

Our Council here at Saint Cecilia meets on the second Tuesday of every month in the
Parish Hall at 7:00 PM. New Members are always welcome, so come see what you have
been missing as an adult Catholic Christian.

George J. Hambel CPA

gjhcpa@comcast.net

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Dr. Wendy Batista-Rodriguez, DDS
13440 Parker Commons Blvd, Suite #104, Fort Myers, FL 33912

239-539-5937
Your Smile Matters – And So Does Your Health!

dr.batista.rodriguez @gmail.com                                 www.allsmilesnow.com

Special O¿er for New Patients:
-• Complete exam and X rays for just $80 • 10% o¿ any dental treatment (cleanings excluded)

We look forward to welcoming you and your family to our practice. 

We believe great oral care is the foundation for a healthier life. 

That’s why we take time to explain everything in a comfortable, family-friendly setting.

Whether you speak English or Spanish, you’ll feel right at home with us. Hablamos español.

©2026 Diocesan View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Fort Myers (239) 334-2195

Cape Coral (239) 542-3148

PaveseLaw.com 

Construction Law | Real Estate 
Business Law | Estate Planning

Fort Myers (239) 334-2195

Cape Coral (239) 542-3148

PaveseLaw.com 
Mary Vlasak Snell Frank Pavese Jr.

Wills • Trusts • Power of Attorney • Probate • Guardianship
Special Needs • Pre/Post Nuptials  • Corporate Formation 

CLEANERS

SINCE 1975

PARISHIONEROWNED

ADDUULT NINJA FITNESSADULT NINJA FITNESS

BE ACTIVE
FEEL BETTER
LIVE LONGER

Train Your Body &

Challenge Your Brain

All Levels. Adults 40+

239.481.2237

All Levels. Adults 40+
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