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MASS
INTENTIONS
Saturday, June 27

4:00 pm † Lou Chiappe�a
by Mary Louise Chiappe�a

Sunday, June 28
7:30 AM Parishioners of Saint Cecilia
9:00 AM † Flori Walker

by George and Sue Moeggenberg
11:30 AM † John Gelinas

by John & Marteen Longo

Monday, June 29
7:30 AM † Mary Patricia Rogers

by The Chandler Family

Tuesday, June 30
12:10 PM The Oblates of St. Francis de Sales

by Saint Cecilia's Parish Sta2

Wednesday, July 1
7:30 AM † Flori Walker

by The Grote & Vanicelli Families

Thursday, July 2
12:10 pm † Hugh McHale

by Ginger McHale

Friday, July 3
9:00 am Priests' Inten6ons

Saturday, July 4
4:00 pm † Fred Borchuck

by Joanne Fuciu

Sunday, July 5
7:30 AM Parishioners of Saint Cecilia
9:00 AM † Flori Walker

by Tim & Cindy Malszycki
11:30 AM † Hon. John Carlin

by Kathy Good

Scan QR Code For Daily Readings from USCCB

WELCOME
Whether you are just passing through the area or looking
for a spiritual home, we welcome you to St. Cecilia Catholic
Community. We hope you @nd our worship environment
hospitable and prayerful.

People oBen a�end Mass at a parish for months or years
without oCcially registering. Registra6on here at St. Cecilia
is an expression of your commitment to being an ac6ve
member of our community. Parish registra6on allows for
you to receive 6mely and essen6al communica6ons
through mail and our weekly Parish Email Update.
Registra6ons also simpli@es the process regarding religious
educa6on, sponsoring a sacramental candidate, and for the
planning and prepara6on of bap6sms, weddings, funerals
and the recep�on of Sacraments for homebounds such as
Eucharist and Anoin�ng. Seasonal Parishioners are also
welcomed to Register and have dual membership.

Registra6on is easy and can be completed at the Parish
OCce during regular oCce hours or on our website:
Registra6on form (saintcecilias.org)
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THE SANCTUARY LAMP
In honor of
Margot Valderrama
by Juan Luis Laboy

TEACHINGS FROM THEMAGISTERIUM
"When a society moves towards the denial or suppression of life, it ends up no

longer �nding the necessary motivation and energy to strive for man's true good.
If personal and social sensitivity towards the acceptance of a new life is lost,

then other forms of acceptance that are valuable for society also wither
away[67]. The acceptance of life strengthens moral �ber and makes people

capable of mutual help."
Pope Benedict XVI, ENCYCLICAL LETTER CARITAS IN VERITATE, 28

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



SCRIPTURE READINGS
Monday Acts 12:1-11 Ps. 34:2-9 2 Tim. 4:6-8, 17,18 Ma�. 16:13-19
Tuesday Amos 3:1-8;4:11,12 Ps. 5:4-8 Ma�. 8:23-27
Wednesday Amos 5:14,15,21-24 Ps. 50:7-13,16,17 Ma�. 8:28-34
Thursday Amos 7:10-17 Ps. 19:8-11 Ma�. 9:1-8
Friday Eph. 2:19-22 Ps. 117:1,2 John 20:24-29
Saturday Amos 9:11-15 Ps. 85:9-14 Ma�. 9:14-17
Sunday Zech. 9:9,10 Ps. 145:1,2,8-11,13,14

Rom. 8:9,11-13 Ma�. 11:25,30
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OUR STEWARDSHIP
Our 2026 Assessment is .............. $ 238,000.00
Pledges ....................................... $221,004.00
% of Goal .................................... 92.86 %
% of Households ......................... 23.37 %
Total Payments .......................... $190,268.25

Thank You for your generosity!

THISWEEK IN OUR PARISH
Saturday, June 27
2:30-3:30 pm Reconcilia6on ............................................CH
Sunday, June 28
Monday, June 29
12:45 pm Rosary ...........................................................CH
Tuesday, June 30
8:30 amMen’s Gospel Forum ..........................................LIB
12:45 pm Rosary ...........................................................CH
7:00 pmMen's Gospel Forum ...........................................LIB
Wednesday, July 1
12:45 pm Rosary ..........................................................CH
Thursday, July 2
10:00 am Rosary Making Ministry....................................PH
12:45 pm Rosary..........................................................CH
Friday, July 3 - Parish O�ce Closed
Saturday, July 4 - Independence Day
2:30-3:30 pm Reconcilia6on ............................................CH

Sunday, July 5

PH= Parish Hall CH= Chapel CR= Community RoomMH=Marian Hall
PK= Parking Lot LIB=Library *Numeric Loca�ons indicate a Room in the
Parish Hall

Key to the City

When an important person visits a city,
sometimes the mayor presents him with the key
to the city as a sign of welcome; or sometimes a
key is given to a citizen who has provided
exemplary service to the community. In today's
Gospel, Jesus gives Simon the keys to the
kingdom of heaven and gives him a new name,
Peter. This is more than a symbolic honor
bestowed by a mayor. Jesus is giving him both
a blessing and a responsibility.

The blessing is that Peter recognized Jesus as
the Son of God. It was a blessing because
Peter did so, not by his own intelligence or the
help of other disciples, but with faith, a gift from
God the Father. Even today, people are blessed
with this kind of faith. An atheist who has heard
of Jesus but considers him just another holy
man can receive faith and recognize Jesus as
the Son of God. A person who withdraws from
others and cares only for themselves can )nd
the faith to see Jesus in those around them. A
sick person can see that Jesus is with them in
their su*ering and begin to have hope. The faith
that sees Jesus in others is the rock upon which
Jesus builds his Church. It is also the “crown of
righteousness” that St. Paul says belongs to all
who long to see Jesus (2 Timothy 4:18).

Responsibility comes in binding and losing. One
meaning of this is the power Jesus gives his
Church to forgive sins. Jesus forgave many
sinners, sometimes even before they asked. He
knew they desired forgiveness in their hearts,
even though they may not have dared to ask for
it. He even forgave those who cruci)ed him
(Luke 23:34). Those who follow Jesus have the
same obligation to forgive others. If we forgive
those who hurt us, they may come to see God's
love in us and know that God will forgive them
too. On the other hand, if we refuse to forgive,
we could push someone away from seeking
God's forgiveness. That doesn't mean we are
responsible for how others react to us. But why
pass up the opportunity to show God's love by
forgiving someone? All Christians pray in the
Lord's Prayer that we may be forgiven as we
forgive others. Let us use the keys of the
kingdom to open the doors of God's love.

By Tom Schmidt

GLUTEN/ALLERGY NOTE:

Low gluten altar breads
are available for those
with celiac disease or
gluten sensitivities. If you
require a low-gluten host,
please speak with Debbie
or the sacristan before
Mass. If you do not have
your own pyx, we will
provide one. Please sit
near the priest's station
before Mass .

Thank you.
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SAFE�ENVIRONMENT�TRAINING
Mandatory	For	New	Volunteers

The	Diocese	of	Venice	is	commi�ed	to	provide	a	safe	environment	for	children	and	vulnerable	adults.		To	that	
end,	persons	working	with	children	or	visi6ng	vulnerable	adults,	as	well	as	any	volunteer	for	any	ministry,	are	
required	to	be	@nger	printed	(this	process	includes	a	background	check)	and	to	receive	training	in	recognizing	
poten6al	signs	of	abuse.	The	training	por6on	can	be	done	in	your	home	over	a	PC.

For	further	informa6on,	visit	the	Diocesan	website	at	www.dioceseofvenice.org/	safeenvironment	to	see	what	is	required	before	the	parish	
can	accept	a	volunteer	into	any	ministry.		Any	cost	a	volunteer	incurs	to	complete	these	requirements	will	be	fully	reimbursed	on	request.	
Report	any	abuse	against	minors	to	the	Florida	Department	of	Children	and	Families	at
	800-962-2873.To	report	abuse	by	Diocesan	personnel	or	volunteers,	no6fy	the	Diocesan	Vic6ms	Assistance	Coordinator,			Susan	Benton,	at	
(941)	416-6114.
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In�today’s�Gospel�Jesus�tells�us�how�we�must�love�
Him�if�we�are�to�be�His�disciples.�St.�Francis�de�
Sales�notes:

God�willed�that�Adam�should�love�Eve�tenderly,�yet�
not�so�tenderly�that�to�please�her�he�should�violate�
the�command�God�had�given�him.�Love�of�our�
family,�friends,�and�benefactors�is�what�God�
desires.�Yet,�we�can�love�them�to�excess.�This�also�
may�be�the�case�with�our�vocation,�no�matter�how�
spiritual,�and�even�with�our�devotions,�when�we�
love�them�as�if�they�were�our�last�end.�We�must�
remind�ourselves�that�they�are�only�a�means�to�our�
(nal�intention,�which�is�love�of�God.

Why�does�our�excessive�love�of�persons�and�things�
arise?�It�arises�because�the�very�things�we�ought�to�
love�according�to�God’s�Will,�we�love�for�other�
causes�and�motives.�These�motives�may�not�be�
contrary�to�God�but�are�apart�from�God.�That�is,�
they�focus�more�on�our�desires�than�what�God�
desires�for�us.

Yet,�there�are�souls�who�love�only�that�what�God�
wills�and�whatever�way�God�wills�it�for�them.�
These�souls�are�truly�blessed�for�they�love�God,�
love�their�friends�in�God,�and�even�love�their�
enemies�for�God.�It�is�God�whom�they�love�not�
only�above�all�things,�but�even�in�all�things.�Rare�
and�singular�are�these�souls.�They�are�like�pearl�
(shermen�who�do�not�say�they�are�(shing�for�
oysters�but�rather�for�pearls.�These�great�souls�(nd�
the�pearl�of�God’s�loving�presence�in�all�persons�
and�things,�and�this�is�the�cause�of�their�joy.

In�today’s�Gospel�Jesus�urges�us�to�love,�as�God�
desires�us�to�love.�To�will�what�God�wills�for�us,�we�
must�let�go�of�all�that�is�not�of�God�in�our�desires�
and�a-ections.�Then�we�are�free�to�love�all�persons�
and�things�in�Christ�and�for�Christ.�It�is�the�
presence�of�Christ’s�divine�love�in�us�that�
empowers�us�to�become�His�disciples.

(Adapted�from�St.�Francis�de�Sales’�Treatise�on�the�
Love�of�God)

PRAYER�INTENTIONS
Please	go	on	line	(Click	on	Link	or	scan	QR	code	below)	and	submit	
your	prayer	requests.

Enter	the	Person	receiving	the	inten6ons	@rst	name,	then	last.

Choose	what	type	of	inten6ons	you	are	reques6ng,	i.e.,	a	birth	or	
birthday,	anniversary,	prayers	answered	or	blessing	received,	
physical	or	spiritual	healing,	etc.

ABer	your	choice	is	entered,	enter	your	name	and	your	phone	
number,	(your	name	and	number	are	not	published).

You	may	also	view	the	prayer	inten6ons	by	holding	Control	&	
clicking	on	the	Link,	or	simply	scan	the	QR	code.		Click	here,	to	
submit	Prayer	Inten6ons

Click	here	to	submit	your	Prayer	Inten6on
Current	Prayer	Inten6ons

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

http://Click%20here%20to%20submit%20your%20prayer%20intention
http://Current%20Prayer%20Intentions
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TRIBUTE�TO�THE�OBLATES�OF�
SAINT�FRANCIS�DE�SALES

BY:�FR.�MIKE�MATUSZ

“‘Well�done,�my�good�and�faithful�servant.�Since�you�were�faithful�in�small�matters,�I�
will�give�you�great�responsibilities.�Come,�share�your�master’s�joy.’”�–�Matthew�25:21

I� cannot� think� of� a�more� appropriate� Scripture� verse� to� honor� and� pay� tribute� to� the�
Oblates�of�Saint�Francis�de�Sales�and�in�particular�to�Fathers�Paul�Dechant�and�Frank�
Hanlon.��Not�only�have�they�been�faithful�in�seemingly�small�matters,�but�great�matters�
as�well�“LIVING�JESUS”�day�in�and�day�out.��

There�is�another�Scripture�passage�that�speaks�of�their�years�of�service,�not�only�at�and�
with� the� Saint� Cecilia� Catholic� Community,� but� from� Profession� to� Ordination� and�
throughout�their�many�years�of�ministry.� �The�passage�is�found�in�the�Gospel�of�John,�
21:15-17.���Jesus�questions�“Simon,�son�of�John”�asking�him�if�he�loves�Jesus,�not�once,�
but�three�times.��And�each�time�Simon�Peter�responds�with�his�“yes”�Jesus�gives�him�a�
command:�“Feed�my�lambs.”��“Tend�my�sheep.”��“Feed�my�sheep.”

The�Catholic�Composer,�Rory�Cooney,�married�this�passage�to�Psalm�23�and�composed�one�of�my�favorite�hymns.��Not�
only�did�I�use�it�for�my�Mass�of�Thanksgiving�before�I�left�Ohio�for�my�new�home�and�life�in�Fort�Myers�and�Saint�Cecilia,�
but� intend� to� have� it� used� at� my� Funeral� Mass.� � If� you� want� to� hear� it,� go� to:� https://youtu.be/PteolfNcAxQ?
si=hS3cwsVStz8hzVYe�or�scan�the�QR�code.

The�refrain�is:�“If�you�love�me,�feed�my�lambs;�Be�my�heart,�my�voice,�my�hands.��If�you�love�me,�feed�my�sheep.��And�
for�my�part,�I�give�you�the�heart�of�a�shepherd.”

On�June�11th,�the�United�States�Conference�of�Catholic�Bishops�consecrated�the�United�States�of�America�to�the�Sacred�
Heart�of�Jesus�on�the�occasion�of�the�upcoming�250th�Anniversary�of�the�Signing�of�the�Declaration�of�Independence.��A�
passionate�desire�on�the�part�of�the�Bishops�and�countless�others�that�OUR�hearts�might�be�united�with�the�Sacred�Heart�of�
Jesus.

For�years,�the�Oblates�of�Saint�Francis�de�Sales,�and�in�particular,�Fathers�Paul�and�Frank,�have�made�it�a�priority�to�
unite�their�hearts�more�closely�to�the�Sacred�Heart�of�Jesus�so�that�He�might�take�over�their�hearts�giving�them�“the�
heart�of�a�shepherd”�and�being�His�voice�and�becoming�His�hands,�always�with�the�desire�of�loving�and�feeding�those�
entrusted�to�their�care.

I,�along�with�all�of�us�in�this�Catholic�Community�who�have�been,�are,�and�will�be,�are�grateful�for�their�constant�
“yes”�and�their�goodness�and�faithfulness�in�“LIVING�JESUS”.��As�Saint�Francis�de�Sales�is�reported�to�have�said,�
“Be�who�you�are�and�be�that�well.”�

Fathers�Paul�and�Frank�have�done� just� that.� �May�we,� together,� join�our�voices� in�asking� the�Lord� to� let� these�
shepherds�know,�“Well�done�good�and�faithful�servant[s].��[May�you�both]�continue�to�share�your�master’s�joy.”

Scan�to�listen�to�"Heart�of�a�Shepherd"

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



ST. CECILIA
Catholic Community

5632 Sunrise Dr.
Fort Myers, FL 33919
(239) 936-3635
www.saintcecilias.org

OCce Hours
Monday -Friday
8:00AM to 4:00PM

(The Parish O�ce is closed
daily from 12:00 to 1:00 PM
for lunch.)

Un�l June 30th, 2026
Sta2ed by

The Oblates of
Saint Francis de Sales

Pastor
Fr. Paul Dechant, OSFS
Parochial Vicar
Fr. Frank Hanlon, OSFS
Re�red Priest
Fr. Mike Matusz

On July 1st, 2026
Sta2ed by

The Diocese of Venice
in Florida

Pastor
Fr. Michal Szyszka
Re�red Priest
Fr. Mike Matusz

Pastoral Sta2

Business Manager

So6ris Kaklamanis

Music Director

Erin Neitzelt

Administra�ve Assistant

Juan Luis Laboy

Director of Religious Ed.

Pa�y Kiernan

Faith Forma�on Assistant

Francisca Pamplin

Liturgy Coordinator

Debbie Laughlin

Coordinator of Pastoral Min.

Elvia Arana

Marian Hall Rental

Denise Devine

Maintenace

Daxton Wellman

MHMaintenace

Mark Goense

THE KNIGHT’S CORNER
At our Council meeting on June 8,2026 the following slate of OIcers and Directors were elected by
the membership for the 2026-2027 Fraternal Year.

� Grand Knight – Capt. Ed Kiesel
� Chaplain – Father Mike Matusz
� Deputy Grand Knight – Brad Stahnke
� Chancellor – Je- Kiesel
� Recorder – Bob Kissenger
� Financial Secretary – Charles De Peri
� Treasurer – Jim Bolinger
� Lecturer – Kevin Kilmartin
� Advocate – Dan She-erly
� Warden – Jim Wood
� Inside Guard – John Zadrovitz
� Outside Guard – Anthony DiGirogio
� Trustee One Year – Jim Defee
� Trustee Two Years – Matt Andres
� Trustee Three Years – Steve Jansen

Let us pray that these Brother Knights are guided by the Holy Spirit as they serve our Council and
the Saint Cecilia Community in the true spirit of our founder the Blessed Father Michael J.
McGivney.

Our Council here at Saint Cecila meets on the second Tuesday of every month in the Parish Hall at
7:00 PM. New Members are always welcome, so come see what you have been missing as an adult
Catholic Christian.
George J. Hambel CPA
gjhcpa@comcast.net

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Dr. Wendy Batista-Rodriguez, DDS
13440 Parker Commons Blvd, Suite #104, Fort Myers, FL 33912

239-539-5937
Your Smile Matters – And So Does Your Health!

dr.batista.rodriguez @gmail.com                                 www.allsmilesnow.com

Special O¿er for New Patients:
-• Complete exam and X rays for just $80 • 10% o¿ any dental treatment (cleanings excluded)

We look forward to welcoming you and your family to our practice. 

We believe great oral care is the foundation for a healthier life. 

That’s why we take time to explain everything in a comfortable, family-friendly setting.

Whether you speak English or Spanish, you’ll feel right at home with us. Hablamos español.

©2026 Diocesan View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Fort Myers (239) 334-2195

Cape Coral (239) 542-3148

PaveseLaw.com 

Construction Law | Real Estate 
Business Law | Estate Planning

Fort Myers (239) 334-2195

Cape Coral (239) 542-3148

PaveseLaw.com 
Mary Vlasak Snell Frank Pavese Jr.

Wills • Trusts • Power of Attorney • Probate • Guardianship
Special Needs • Pre/Post Nuptials  • Corporate Formation 

CLEANERS

SINCE 1975

PARISHIONEROWNED

ADDUULT NINJA FITNESSADULT NINJA FITNESS

BE ACTIVE
FEEL BETTER
LIVE LONGER

Train Your Body &

Challenge Your Brain

All Levels. Adults 40+

239.481.2237

All Levels. Adults 40+
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