
SAINT CECILIA CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
5632 SUNRISE DRIVE FORT MYERS FL 33919

PHONE 239-936-3635 FAX 239-936-2108
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MASS
INTENTIONS
Saturday, May 23

4:00 pm † Theresa Bolton
by Buddy & Donna Strickland

Sunday, May 24
7:30 AM Saint Cecilia's Parishioners
9:00 AM † Steve Charney

by Valerie Charney
11:30 AM Mary Jo Hobbs

Monday, May 25
9:00 AM Priests' Inten�ons

Tuesday, May 26
12:10 PM † Flori Walker

by Marjorie Jansen

Wednesday, May 27
7:30 AM Fr. Frank Hanlon, OSFS

by Claire Johnson

Thursday, May 28
12:10 pm † Flori Walker

by George & Sue Moeggenberg

Friday, May 29
7:30 am † Flori Walker

by Pat & Laura Agnew

Saturday, May 30
4:00 pm †Robert Assise

by Jack & Maria Milazzo

Sunday, May 31
7:30 AM Saint Cecilia's Parishioners
9:00 AM † Anthony Gulo<a

by Kathy Gulo<a
11:30 AM † Bernade<e Boonstra

by Nancy Kilmar�n

Scan QR Code For Daily Readings from USCCB

WELCOME
Whether you are just passing through the area or looking
for a spiritual home, we welcome you to St. Cecilia Catholic
Community. We hope you Bnd our worship environment
hospitable and prayerful.

People oCen a<end Mass at a parish for months or years
without oDcially registering. Registra�on here at St. Cecilia
is an expression of your commitment to being an ac�ve
member of our community. Parish registra�on allows for
you to receive �mely and essen�al communica�ons
through mail and our weekly Parish Email Update.
Registra�ons also simpliBes the process regarding religious
educa�on, sponsoring a sacramental candidate, and for the
planning and prepara�on of bap�sms, weddings, funerals
and the recep�on of Sacraments for homebounds such as
Eucharist and Anoin�ng. Seasonal Parishioners are also
welcomed to Register and have dual membership.

Registra�on is easy and can be completed at the Parish
ODce during regular oDce hours or on our website:
Registra�on form (saintcecilias.org)
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THE SANCTUARY LAMP
In Memory of
Joe & Margaret Troyan
By Ellen Troyan

TEACHINGS FROM THEMAGISTERIUM
"The Church must always become anew what she already is; she must open the

borders between peoples and break down the barriers between class and race. In
her, there cannot be those who are forgotten or looked down upon. In the Church

there are only free brothers and sisters of Jesus Christ. The wind and <re of the
Holy Spirit must continually break down those barriers that we men and women
continue to build between us; we must continually pass from Babel - being closed

in on ourselves - to Pentecost."
Pope Benedict XVI - Homily for Pentecost Sunday - May 15, 2005

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



M
ay�24,�2026��•��Pentecost�Sunday

SCRIPTURE�READINGS
Monday	 Gen.�3:9-15,20�Ps.�87:1-3,5-7�John�19:25-34�
Tuesday� 1�Peter�1:10-16�Ps.�98:1-4�Mark�10:28-31
Wednesday	 1�Peter�1:18-25�Ps.�147:12-15,19-20�Mark�10:32-45
Thursday	 					1�Peter�2:2-5,9-12�Ps.�100:2-5�Mark�10:46-52
Friday� �����1�Peter�4:7-13�Ps.�96:10-13�Mark�11:11-26
Saturday							Jude�17,20-25�Ps.�63:2-6�Mark�11:27-33
Sunday	 Exo.�34:4-6,8,9�Dan.�3:52-56�
� 2�Cor.�13:11-13�John�3:16-18
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OUR�STEWARDSHIP
Our	2026	Assessment	is	..............	$	238,000.00
Pledges	.......................................	$141,259.00
%	of	Goal	....................................		59.35		%
%	of	Households	.........................		20.46	%
Total	Payments	..........................		$107,317.69

Thank	You	for	your	generosity!

THIS�WEEK�IN�OUR�PARISH
Saturday,	May	23
2:30-3:30	pm	Reconcilia�on	............................................CH
Sunday,	May	24
Monday,	May	25	-	Parish	ODce	Closed	for	Memorial	Day
Tuesday,		May	26
8:30	am		Men’s	Gospel	Forum		..........................................101
12:45	pm	Chair	Excercise	Class	..........................................MH
12:45	pm	 	 Rosary...........................................................CH
7:00	pm		Men's	Gospel	Forum	............................................PH
7:00	pm	Cursillo	................................................................PH
Wednesday,	May	27
12:45	pm	 	 Rosary..........................................................CH
Thursday,	May	28
10:00	am	Rosary	Making	Ministry.....................................PH
12:45	pm	 	 Rosary..........................................................CH
6:30	pm	Choir	Rehearsal	..................................................104
Friday,		May	29
10:00	am	Divine	Mercy	Cenacle	......................................104	
12:45	pm	 	 Rosary..........................................................CH
5:30	pm		 	 Rosary..........................................................CH
Saturday,	May	30
2:30-3:30	pm	Reconcilia�on	............................................CH
Sunday,	May	31
AFTER	ALL	MASSES	-	
Ordina�on	Anniversary	recep�on	for	Fr.	Frank	Hanlon,	OSFS
at	the	Parish	Hall	
PH=�Parish�Hall�CH=�Chapel�CR=�Community�Room�MH=Marian�Hall�
PK=�Parking�Lot�LIB=Library�*Numeric�Loca�ons�indicate�a�Room�in�the�
Parish�Hall

Pentecost
The�story�goes:

40�days�after�the�resurrection�(which�we�celebrate�at�
Easter),�Jesus�ascends�into�heaven�(which�we�celebrate�
on�Ascension�Day).�But�before�he�ascends,�Jesus�
promises�that�he�will�not�leave�us�“comfortless”�but�will�
send�the�Holy�Spirit�to�strengthen�and�to�guide�us,�and�to�
guide�the�church.

Ten�days�later,�on�the�Day�of�Pentecost,�the�Holy�Spirit�
descended�on�the�people�gathered.�Note�that�Pentecost�is�
an�ancient�Jewish�festival�of�the�harvest,�the�name�of�
which�translates�from�the�Hebrew�as�The�Festival�of�
Weeks.�This�festival�is�referred�to�in�Exodus�chapters�23�
ad�34�and�in�Deuteronomy�chapter�16.

In�the�Book�of�Acts,�the�story�is�told:
And�when�the�day�of�Pentecost�was�fully�come,�they�were�
all�with�one�accord�in�one�place.�And�suddenly�there�
came�a�sound�from�heaven�as�of�a�rushing�mighty�wind,�
and�it��lled�all�the�house�where�they�were�sitting.�And�
there�appeared�unto�them�cloven�tongues�like�as�of��re,�
and�it�sat�upon�each�of�them.�And�they�were�all��lled�with�
the�Holy�Spirit,�and�began�to�speak�with�other�languages,�
as�the�Spirit�gave�them�utterance.�And�there�were�
dwelling�at�Jerusalem�Jews,�devout�men,�out�of�every�
nation�under�heaven.�Now�when�this�was�noised�abroad,�
the�multitudes�came�together,�and�were�confounded,�
because�that�every�man�heard�them�speak�in�his�own�
language.�(Acts�2:1-6)

So…�on�The�Day�of�Pentecost�in�the�church�year,�forty�
days�of�Easter�and�ten�days�after�the�Ascension,�the�
clergy�wear�RED�vestments�to�signify�the�work�of�the�
Spirit.�It�is�also�a�custom�in�many�churches�for�the�people�
in�the�congregation�to�wear�RED�on�the�Day�of�Pentecost�
as�well.�We�wear�RED�to�remind�us�of�the�6re�of�the�
Spirit.�In�addition,�a�congregation�with�many�dressed�in�
RED�is�colorful.��And�perhaps�most�of�all, it�is fun!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



SAFE�ENVIRONMENT�TRAINING
Mandatory�For�New�Volunteers
The	Diocese	of	Venice	is	commi<ed	to	provide	a	safe	environment	for	children	and	vulnerable	
adults.		To	that	end,	persons	working	with	children	or	visi�ng	vulnerable	adults,	as	well	as	any	
volunteer	for	any	ministry,	are	required	to	be	Bnger	printed	(this	process	includes	a	background	
check)	and	to	receive	training	in	recognizing	poten�al	signs	of	abuse.	The	training	por�on	can	
be	done	in	your	home	over	a	PC.

For	further	informa�on,	visit	the	Diocesan	website	at	www.dioceseofvenice.org/	safeenvironment	to	see	what	is	required	
before	the	parish	can	accept	a	volunteer	into	any	ministry.		Any	cost	a	volunteer	incurs	to	complete	these	requirements	will	
be	fully	reimbursed	on	request.	Report	any	abuse	against	minors	to	the	Florida	Department	of	Children	and	Families	at
	800-962-2873.To	report	abuse	by	Diocesan	personnel	or	volunteers,	no�fy	the	Diocesan	Vic�ms	Assistance	Coordinator,			
Susan	Benton,	at	(941)	416-6114.

Li
vi
ng
�S
te
w
ar
ds
hi
p�
T
hr
ou
gh
�E
du
ca
tio
n�
�•
��L
iv
in
g�
St
ew
ar
ds
hi
p�
T
hr
ou
gh
�P
ra
ye
r

Page

4

Blessed	Pentecost!

St.	Francis	de	Sales	shares	his	insights	on	the	GiCs	of	
the	Holy	Spirit.	He	says,	“These	giCs	are	not	only	
inseparable	from	charity,	but	they	are	the	principal	
virtues,	proper�es,	and	quali�es	of	charity.

WISDOM	is	nothing	else	than	the	love	that	relishes,	
tastes,	and	experiences	how	sweet	and	gentle	God	is.

UNDERSTANDING	is	nothing	else	than	love	a<en�ve	
to	consider	and	penetrate	the	beauty	of	the	truths	of	
faith.

SCIENCE	is	simply	the	same	love	keeping	us	a<en�ve	
to	know	ourselves	and	creatures	to	obtain	aand		more	
perfect	knowledge	of	the	service	we	owe	to	God.

COUNSEL	is	also	love,	as	it	renders	us	careful	a<en�ve	
and	skilled	in	choosing	the	means	proper	to	serve	God	
in	a	holy	manner.

FORTITUDE	is	love	that	encourages	and	animates	the	
heart	so	as	to	carry	out	what	counsel	has	determined	
must	be	done.

PIETY	is	the	love	that	sweetens	labor	and	makes	us,	
with	good	heart	gra�tude	and	Blial	aRec�on,	do	
works	that	please	God	our	Father.

FEAR	is	simply	love	as	it	causes	us	to	Sy	and	shun	
what	is	displeasing	to	God’s	majesty.”

Compiled	by:	Sr.	Susan	Marie,	VHS

PRAYER�INTENTIONS
Please	go	on	line	(Click	on	Link	or	scan	QR	code	below)	and	submit	
your	prayer	requests.

Enter	the	Person	receiving	the	inten�ons	Brst	name,	then	last.

Choose	what	type	of	inten�ons	you	are	reques�ng,	i.e.,	a	birth	or	
birthday,	anniversary,	prayers	answered	or	blessing	received,	
physical	or	spiritual	healing,	etc.

ACer	your	choice	is	entered,	enter	your	name	and	your	phone	
number,	(your	name	and	number	are	not	published).

You	may	also	view	the	prayer	inten�ons	by	holding	Control	&	
clicking	on	the	Link,	or	simply	scan	the	QR	code.		Click	here,	to	
submit	Prayer	Inten�ons

Click	here	to	submit	your	Prayer	Inten�on
Current	Prayer	Inten�ons

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

http://Click%20here%20to%20submit%20your%20prayer%20intention
http://Current%20Prayer%20Intentions
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SINGERS OF GRACE
BY: POPE LEO XIV

(EXCERPTS FROM HOMILY OF NOV. 23, 2025)
Great civilizations have given us the gift of music in order to express what we carry
deep in our hearts and what words cannot always convey. Music can give expression
to the whole range of feelings and emotions that arise within us from a living
relationship with reality. Singing, in particular, constitutes a natural and re<ned
expression of the human being: mind, feelings, body and soul come together to
communicate the great events of life. As Saint Augustine reminded us: “Cantare
amantis est” (cf. Sermo 336,1), that is, “singing belongs to those who love.” Those who
sing give expression to love, but also to the pain, tenderness
and desire that dwell in their hearts, while at the same time,
loving those to whom they address their song (cf.
Enarrationes in Psalmos, 72,1).
For the people of God, song expresses invocation and praise.

It is the “new song” that the Risen Christ raises to the Father, in which all the baptized
participate as one body animated by the new life of the Spirit. In Christ, we become
singers of grace, children of the Church who discover in the Risen One the cause of our
praise. Liturgical music thus becomes a precious instrument through which we carry
out our service of praise to God and express the joy of new life in Christ.
You belong to choirs that carry out their ministry primarily in liturgical settings. Yours is a true ministry that
requires preparation, commitment, mutual understanding and, above all, a deep spiritual life, so that when you
sing, you both pray and help everyone else to pray. This ministry requires discipline and a spirit of service,
especially when preparing for a solemn liturgy or an important event in your communities. The choir is a small
family of individuals united by their love of music and the service they offer. However, remember that the
community is your larger family. You are not on stage, but rather a part of that community, endeavoring to help

it grow in unity by inspiring and engaging its members. As in all families,
tensions or minor misunderstandings can arise. These things are normal
when working together and striving to achieve a goal. We can say to some
extent that the choir symbolizes of the Church, which, striving toward its
goal, walks through history praising God. Even when this journey is beset by
dif<culties and trials and joyful moments
give way to more challenging ones, singing
makes the journey lighter, providing relief
and consolation...
I place all of you under the protection of
Saint Cecilia, the virgin and martyr who
raised the most beautiful song of love
through her life here in Rome, giving herself
entirely to Christ and offering the Church a
shining example of faith and love.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



ST. CECILIA
Catholic Community

5632 Sunrise Dr.
Fort Myers, FL 33919
(239) 936-3635
www.saintcecilias.org

ODce Hours
Monday -Friday
8:00AM to 4:00PM

(The Parish O)ce is
closed daily from 12:00
to 1:00 PM for lunch.)

StaRed by
The Oblates of Saint
Francis de Sales

Pastor
Fr. Paul Dechant, OSFS

Parochial Vicar
Fr. Frank Hanlon, OSFS

Re�red Priest
Fr. Mike Matusz

Pastoral StaR

Business Manager
So�ris Kaklamanis

Music Director
Erin Neitzelt

Administra�ve
Assistant
Juan Luis Laboy

Director of Religious
Educa�on
Pa<y Kiernan

Faith Forma�on
Assistant
Francisca Pamplin

Liturgy Coordinator
Debbie Laughlin

Coordinator of Pastoral
Ministries
Elvia Arana

Marian Hall Rental
Denise Devine

Maintenace
Daxton Wellman

MHMaintenace
Mark Goense

THE KNIGHT’S CORNER
Recently, Brian Caul6ed, Vice Postulator of Father McGivney Guild wrote about our formation.

April 1882 was an excellent month for Father McGivney and the Knights of
Columbus. Just days after the Connecticut legislature approved the Order’s
charter on March 29, the 6rst induction ceremony was held in New Haven, and a
letter was sent to pastors throughout the state announcing the formation of the
new society.

“Our primary object,” Father McGivney wrote, “is to prevent our people from
entering secret societies, by oBering the same if not better, advantages to our
members. Secondly, to unite the men of our Faith throughout the Diocese of

Hartford, that we may thereby gain strength to aid each other in time of sickness; to provide for decent
burial, and to render pecuniary assistance to the families of deceased members.”

He goes on to describe membership bene6ts and laments the great number of Catholic men who were
joining anti-Catholic fraternal groups because there were no comparable Catholic Societies working to
protect the faith and 6nances of their families.

The letter is an amazing testament to Father McGivney’s vision and mission. Far from being the dusty
words of a 19th century founder, the letter shows the well-developed plans that still animate the Knights
of Columbus today. Clearly, he was a man ahead of his time who speaks to our modern age.

Blessed Michael McGivney, pray for us.

Our Council here at Saint Cecilia meets on the second Tuesday of every month in the Parish Hall at 7:00
PM. New members are always welcome so come see what you have been missing as an adult Catholic
Christian.

George J. Hambel, CPA

gjhcpa@comcast.net

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Dr. Wendy Batista-Rodriguez, DDS
13440 Parker Commons Blvd, Suite #104, Fort Myers, FL 33912

239-539-5937
Your Smile Matters – And So Does Your Health!

dr.batista.rodriguez @gmail.com                                 www.allsmilesnow.com

Special O¿er for New Patients:
-• Complete exam and X rays for just $80 • 10% o¿ any dental treatment (cleanings excluded)

We look forward to welcoming you and your family to our practice. 

We believe great oral care is the foundation for a healthier life. 

That’s why we take time to explain everything in a comfortable, family-friendly setting.

Whether you speak English or Spanish, you’ll feel right at home with us. Hablamos español.

©2025 Diocesan View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Fort Myers (239) 334-2195

Cape Coral (239) 542-3148

PaveseLaw.com 

Construction Law | Real Estate 
Business Law | Estate Planning

Fort Myers (239) 334-2195

Cape Coral (239) 542-3148

PaveseLaw.com 
Mary Vlasak Snell Frank Pavese Jr.

Wills • Trusts • Power of Attorney • Probate • Guardianship
Special Needs • Pre/Post Nuptials  • Corporate Formation 

CLEANERS

SINCE 1975

Obstacle course FUN

improving balance,

coordination, strength &

endurance. Don’t be a

spectator...become a NINJA

WARRIOR! All levels!

Email for info: fortmyers.academy@ultimateninjas.com

ULTLTL IMATE NINJAS AcademyULTIMATE NINJAS Academy

PARISHIONER OWNED
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Classes starting May 19th!!
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