
SAINT CECILIA CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
5632 SUNRISE DRIVE FORT MYERS FL 33919

PHONE 239-936-3635 FAX 239-936-2108
VISIT OUR WEBSITE: WWW.SAINTCECILIAS.ORG



MASS
INTENTIONS
Saturday, May 9

4:00 pm † Marie Linehan Chiappe�a
Mary Louise Chiappe�a

Sunday, May 10
7:30 AM † Audrey Stramara

by Pat & Laura Agnew
9:00 AM So$ris Kaklamanis

by Claire Johnson
11:30 AM Saint Cecilia's Parishioners

Monday, May 11
7:30 AM Glenn & Tina Tovar Dias

Happy Anniversary!

Tuesday, May 12
12:10 PM Fr. Paul Dechant, OSFS

by Joe & Teresa Mitchell & Family

Wednesday, May 13
7:30 AM † Fr. Stan Dombrowski, OSFS

by Rick & Linda Aukerman

Thursday, May 14
12:10 pm † Richard Holloway

by Jerry & Marge Manning

Friday, May 15
7:30 am † Mary Beth Chambers

by Susan Sardinha

Saturday, May 16
4:00 pm † Harley Young

by Mary Zalud

Sunday, May 17
7:30 AM Saint Cecilia's Parishioners
9:00 AM † Fred Burchuck

by Lisa Decker
11:30 AM † Gloria Gearon

by Joe & Marteen Longo

Scan QR Code For Daily Readings from USCCB

WELCOME
Whether you are just passing through the area or looking
for a spiritual home, we welcome you to St. Cecilia Catholic
Community. We hope you @nd our worship environment
hospitable and prayerful.

People oAen a�end Mass at a parish for months or years
without oBcially registering. Registra$on here at St. Cecilia
is an expression of your commitment to being an ac$ve
member of our community. Parish registra$on allows for
you to receive $mely and essen$al communica$ons
through mail and our weekly Parish Email Update.
Registra$ons also simpli@es the process with regard to
religious educa$on; sponsoring a sacramental candidate;
and for the planning and prepara$on of bap$sms,
weddings and funerals and the recep�on of Sacraments for
homebounds such as Eucharist and Anoin�ng. Seasonal
Parishioners are also welcomed to Register and have dual
membership.

Registra$on is easy and can be completed at the Parish
OBce during regular oBce hours or on our website:
Registra$on form (saintcecilias.org)
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THE SANCTUARY LAMP
In Memory of
Joe & Margaret Troyan
By Ellen Troyan

TEACHINGS FROM THEMAGISTERIUM
"People must obviously unite their efforts to secure at least a minimum of relief,
well-being, security and justice, necessary for happiness, for the many peoples
deprived of them. Such solidarity is already the work of God, it corresponds to
Christ's commandment. Already it secures peace, restores hope, strength,
communion, and gives access to joy, for the one who gives as for the one who
receives, for it is more blessed to give than to receive."

Pope St. Paul VI —Apostolic Exhortation "Gaudete in Domino" Section I

MOTHER'S DAY BLESSING

Heavenly Father, we ask your blessing on
all mothers. Bless them with strength to continue to care
for their children with the same bold sel(essness Mary
showed Jesus. Help them feel our gratitude and truly
know their impact. May we honor them today and on

all days as vessels of Your love.
In Your name we pray.

Amen.

View�this�bulletin�online�at�www.DiscoverMass.com
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SCRIPTURE READINGS
Monday Acts 16:11-15 Ps 149:1-6,9 John 15:26-16:4
Tuesday Acts 16:22-34 Ps. 138:1-3,7,8 John 16:5-11
Wednesday Acts 17:15,22-18:1 Ps. 148:1,2,11-14 John 16:12-15
Thursday Acts 1:15-17,20-26 Ps. 113:1-8 John 15:9-17
Friday Acts 18:9-18 Ps. 47:2-7 John 16:20-23
Saturday Acts 18:23-28 Ps.47:2,3,8-10 John 16:23-28
Sunday Acts 1:1-11 Ps. 47:2,3,6-9

Ephe. 1:17-23 Ma�. 28:16-20

OUR STEWARDSHIP
Our 2026 Assessment is .............. $ 238,000.00
Pledges ....................................... $141,259.00
% of Goal .................................... 59.35 %
% of Households ......................... 20.46 %
Total Payments .......................... $107,317.69

Thank You for your generosity!

THISWEEK IN OUR PARISH
Saturday, May 9
2:30-3:30 pm Reconcilia$on ............................................CH
Sunday, May 10
8:00 am - 1:00 pm Lee Health Bloodmobile.......................PK
Monday, May 11
12:45 pm Rosary...........................................................CH
Tuesday, May 12
8:30 amMen’s Gospel Forum ..........................................101
12:45 pm Rosary...........................................................CH
7:00 pmMen's Gospel Forum ............................................PH
Wednesday, May 13
12:45 pm Rosary..........................................................CH
Thursday, May 14
10:00 am Rosary Making Ministry.....................................PH
12:45 pm Rosary..........................................................CH
6:00 pm BRIDGES .............................................................PH
6:30 pm Choir Rehearsal ...................................................104
Friday, May 15
10:00 am Divine Mercy Cenacle ......................................104
12:45 pm Rosary..........................................................CH
5:30 pm Rosary..........................................................CH
Saturday, May 16
2:30-3:30 pm Reconcilia$on ............................................CH
Sunday, May 17
10:00 - 11:15 am Faith Forma$on ....................................PH
10:00 - 11:15 amWalking with Purpose ...........................PH

PH= Parish Hall CH= Chapel CR= Community RoomMH=Marian Hall
PK= Parking Lot LIB=Library *Numeric Loca�ons indicate a Room in the
Parish Hall

Re�ec�ng on Mary’s Love
and the Gi� of Catholic

Motherhood

Mother’s Day is a time to
honor the women who
have shaped our lives,
o�ering love, guidance,
and unwavering faith.
For Catholics, this
celebration carries a
deeper spiritual
signi�cance, as we look
to the ultimate example

of motherhood – the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Mary, the mother of Jesus, stands as the epitome
of sel&ess love and profound faith. From her �at
– her ‘yes’ to God – to her steadfast presence at
the foot of the Cross, Mary exempli�es the
strength, courage, and grace that every mother is
called to emulate. This Mother’s Day, we re&ect
on the powerful witness of Mary and the
countless Catholic mothers who echo her
virtues.

Catholic tradition is rich with prayers, devotions,
and feast days that celebrate motherhood. As we
gather to honor our mothers, let us not forget to
pray for those who are struggling – mothers who
grieve the loss of a child, those facing the
heartache of infertility, and those who have
sacri�ced everything to provide for their
children.

In a special way, let us also remember spiritual
mothers – women who, like Mary, nurture faith
in the hearts of those they encounter. From
religious sisters to godmothers and teachers,
these women carry the torch of faith, inspiring
others to draw closer to Christ.

On this Mother’s Day, may we lift our prayers to
Mary, asking her to intercede for all mothers,
that they may be blessed with the grace, wisdom,
and strength to continue their sacred vocation of
love. And as we honor them, let us also
remember to express our gratitude for the gift of
their presence in our lives, for as Mary teaches
us, motherhood is a path to holiness, a vocation
that brings us closer to the heart of God.

Retrieved from: www.catholiconline.news

YOU CANMAKE A DIFFERENCE
We Need Your Help!

St. Cecilia needs volunteers to serve at all of our Weekend
Masses. If you can spare some $me to help out, it would be

greatly appreciated.

Even just one weekend a month can make a big diNerence.
Please consider volunteering as a EUCHARISTIC MINISTER,

LECTOR, USHER or ALTAR SERVER.

Please contact Debbie Laughlin
at the Parish OBce for details.

(239) 936-3635

View�this�bulletin�online�at�www.DiscoverMass.com



SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINING
Mandatory For New Volunteers
The Diocese of Venice is commi�ed to provide a safe environment for children and vulnerable
adults. To that end, persons working with children or visi$ng vulnerable adults, as well as any
volunteer for any ministry, are required to be @nger printed (this process includes a background
check) and to receive training in recognizing poten$al signs of abuse. The training por$on can
be done in your home over a PC.

For further informa$on, visit the Diocesan website at www.dioceseofvenice.org/ safeenvironment to see what is required
before the parish can accept a volunteer into any ministry. Any cost a volunteer incurs to complete these requirements will
be fully reimbursed on request. Report any abuse against minors to the Florida Department of Children and Families at
800-962-2873.To report abuse by Diocesan personnel or volunteers also no$fy the Diocesan Vic$ms Assistance Coordinator,
Susan Benton, at (941) 416-6114.
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Today's readings remind us that to love Jesus is to
keep His word and to think, feel and act in accordance
with His word. St. Francis de Sales stresses that we
learn to keep His word and live Jesus through a life of
prayer and virtue.

Prayer places our mind in the brilliance of God's light
and exposes our will to the warmth of God's love.
Prayer is a stream of holy water that makes the plants
of our good desires grow green and Tourish. Each day
set aside some $me to meditate. If possible, meditate
early in the morning, when your mind is less
distracted and fresher aAer a night's rest. To live
Jesus, ask God to help you to pray from your heart.

When you meditate on Jesus' life, you will learn his
ways and form your ac$ons aAer the pa�ern of his
life. Gradually accustom yourself to pass with ease
and tranquility from prayer to your various du$es
even though your du$es appear far diNerent from the
aNec$ons you received in prayer. The lawyer must be
able to pass from prayer to pleading cases, the
merchant to commerce, and the parent to the care of
children. Out of our medita$on experience must Tow
our daily ac$ons, which involve a life of virtue.

Each person must prac$ce in a special manner the
virtues needed for the kind of life he or she is called
to. In prac$cing the virtues, we should prefer the one
most conformable to our du$es rather than the one
most agreeable to our taste. As a rule, comets seem
bigger than stars because comets are closer to us.
Hence, comets seem bigger to us. Similarly, we
esteem certain virtues merely because they appear
greater to us. Yet, we must choose the virtues needed
to counteract our habitual failings and weaknesses so
as to advance in holy love. For instance, if assaulted
by anger prac$ce gentleness, no ma�er how small
this virtuous act may seem. True virtue has no limits.
If we act out of reverence for God and in good faith,
God will raise us up to heights that are truly great so
that we may live Jesus even when we suNer for doing
what is good.

Of course, the Good News in today’s Gospel is that we
are not on our own – we are not leA to our own
devices – in our a�empts to Live + Jesus. We have
Christ’s promise of the help, the guidance and the
companionship of the Holy Spirit!

PRAYER INTENTIONS
Please go on line (Click on Link or scan QR code below) and submit
your prayer requests.

Enter the Person receiving the inten$ons @rst name, then last.

Choose what type of inten$ons you are reques$ng, i.e., a birth or
birthday, anniversary, prayers answered or blessing received,
physical or spiritual healing, etc.

AAer your choice is entered, enter your name and your phone
number, (your name and number are not published).

You may also view the prayer inten$ons by holding Control &
clicking on the Link, or simply scan the QR code. Click here, to
submit Prayer Inten$ons

Click here to submit your prayer inten$on
Current Prayer Inten$ons

The Eucharist

The Holy Eucharist is the most important of the seven
sacraments because, in this and in no other sacrament, we
receive the very body and blood, soul and divinity of Jesus
Christ. Innumerable, precious graces come to us through the
reception of Holy Communion.

Communion is an intimate encounter with Christ in which
we sacramentally receive Christ into our bodies, that we
may be more completely assimilated into his. "The
Eucharist builds the Church" (Redemtor Hominis 20), as
Pope John Paul II said. It deepens unity with the Church,
more fully assimilating us into Christ.

The Eucharist also strengthens the individual because in it
Jesus himself, the Word made &esh, forgives our venial sins
and gives us the strength to resist mortal sin. It is also the
very channel of eternal life: Jesus himself.

Retrieved from:
Book "The Essential Catholic" Chapter 21
By: The Sta� of Catholic Answers

View�this�bulletin�online�at�www.DiscoverMass.com
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Our	Lady	of	Fatima	Feast	Day
May	13

"Never�has�He�found�a�ciborium,�a�vase�of�gold�more�
precious,�or�more�pure�than�Mary’s�womb.�Mary’s�

adoration�rejoiced�Him�more�than�that�of�all�the�
angels.�“The�Lord�hath�placed�His�tabernacle�in�the�

sun,”�says�the�Psalmist.�That�sun�is�Mary’s�heart�…�"
St.�Peter�Julian�Eymard

A	PRAYER	TO	OUR	LADY

O	Mary,	 teach	 us	 the	 life	 of	
adoration!

Teach	us	to	)nd,	as	thou	didst,	
all	mysteries	 and	 all	 graces	 in	
the	Eucharist,	to	live	the	Gospel	
over	again,	and	to	read	it	in	the	

Eucharistic	Life	of	Jesus!

Remember,	Lady	of	the	Most	
Blessed	Sacrament,	that	thou	
art	the	Mother	of	all	adorers	

of	the	Holy	Eucharist.

View�this�bulletin�online�at�www.DiscoverMass.com



ST. CECILIA

Catholic Community

5632 Sunrise Dr.
Fort Myers, FL 33919
(239) 936-3635
www.saintcecilias.org

OBce Hours
Monday -Friday
8:00AM to 4:00PM

(The Parish O)ce is
closed daily from 12:00
to 1:00 PM for lunch.)

StaNed by
The Oblates of Saint
Francis de Sales

Pastor
Fr. Paul Dechant, OSFS

Parochial Vicar
Fr. Frank Hanlon, OSFS

Re$red Priest
Fr. Mike Matusz

Pastoral StaN

Business Manager
So$ris Kaklamanis

Music Director
Erin Neitzelt

Administra$ve
Assistant
Juan Luis Laboy

Director of Religious
Educa$on
Pa�y Kiernan

Faith Forma$on
Assistant
Francisca Pamplin

Liturgy Coordinator
Debbie Laughlin

Coordinator of Pastoral
Ministries
Elvia Arana

Marian Hall Rental
Denise Devine

Maintenace
Daxton Wellman

MHMaintenace
Mark Goense

THE KNIGHT’S CORNER

Mr. Scott Baier, CEO of the Community Pregnancy Clinics of Naples, Florida, was a guest
at our April 14th membership meeting in the Parish Hall. At that meeting our Council
presented Mr. Baier with a check for $1,000 in honor of all the pregnant women, mothers,
grandmothers, and great grandmothers of our parish community for Mother’s Day 2026.

Our Council here at Saint Cecilia meets on the second Tuesday of the month in the Parish
Hall at 7:00 PM. New members are always welcome so come see what you have been
missing as an adult Catholic Christian.

George J. Hambel CPA

gjhcpa@comcast.net

View�this�bulletin�online�at�www.DiscoverMass.com



Dr.�Wendy�Batista-Rodriguez,�DDS
13440�Parker�Commons�Blvd,�Suite�#104,�Fort�Myers,�FL�33912

239-539-5937
YourϟSmileϟMattersϟ– AndϟSoϟDoesϟYourϟHealth!

dr.batista.rodriguez�@gmail.com���������������������������������www.allsmilesnow.com

SpecialϙOƯerϙforϙNewϙPatients:
-• CompleteϙexamϙandϙX raysϙforϙjust $80 • 10%ϙoƯ anyϙdentalϙtreatmentϙ(cleaningsϙexcluded)

Weϙlook forwardϙtoϙwelcomingϙyouϙandϙyourϙfamilyϙtoϙourϙpractice.ϙ

Weϙbelieveϙgreatϙoralϙcareϙisϙtheϙfoundationϙforϙaϙhealthierϙlife.ϙ
That’sϙwhyϙweϙtakeϙtimeϙtoϙexplainϙeverythingϙinϙaϙcomfortable,ϙfamily-friendlyϙsetting.
WhetherϙyouϙspeakϙEnglishϙorϙSpanish,ϙyou’llϙfeelϙrightϙatϙhomeϙwithϙus.ϙHablamosϙespañol.

©2025�Diocesan View�Our�Parish�Supporters�at�www.DiscoverMass.com
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Fort Myers (239) 334-2195
Cape Coral (239) 542-3148

PaveseLaw.com 

Construction Law | Real Estate 
Business Law | Estate Planning

Fort Myers (239) 334-2195
Cape Coral (239) 542-3148

PaveseLaw.com Mary Vlasak Snell Frank Pavese Jr.

Wills�•�Trusts�•�Power�of�Attorney�•�Probate�•�Guardianship
Special�Needs�•�Pre/Post�Nuptials��•�Corporate�Formation�

CLEANERS

SINCE�1975

Obstacle�course�FUN
improving�balance,

coordination,�strength�&
endurance.�Don’t�be�a

spectator...become�a�NINJA
WARRIOR!�All�levels!

Email�for�info:�fortmyers.academy@ultimateninjas.com

ULTLTL IMATE NINJAS AcademyULTIMATE NINJAS Academy

PARISHIONER�OWNED
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Classes�starting�May�19th!!
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