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MASS
INTENTIONS
Saturday, May 2

4:00 pm † John Benedict
by Pat Benedict

Sunday, May 3
7:30 AM Be�y Lezama

by Claudia Jones - Lezama
9:00 AM Saint Cecilia's Parishioners

11:30 AM † Manuel Murga
by Daniel Murga & Paulina Rave

Monday, May 4
7:30 AM † Fr. Stan Dombrowski, OSFS

by Elaine McAndrews

Tuesday, May 5
12:10 PM † Marion Jones

by Karen Richelsen

Wednesday, May 6
7:30 AM Rita Sitka

by Claire Johnson

Thursday, May 7
12:10 pm The Dargans (Happy Anniversary)

by Rita Dargan

Friday, May 8
7:30 am Priests' Inten>ons

Saturday, May 9
4:00 pm † Marie Linehan Chiappe�a

Mary Louise Chiappe�a

Sunday, May 10
7:30 AM † Audrey Stramara

by Pat & Laura Agnew
9:00 AM So>ris Kaklamanis

by Claire Johnson
11:30 AM Saint Cecilia's Parishioners

Scan QR Code For Daily Readings from USCCB

WELCOME
Whether you are just passing through the area or looking
for a spiritual home, we welcome you to St. Cecilia Catholic
Community. We hope you Cnd our worship environment
hospitable and prayerful.

People oDen a�end Mass at a parish for months or years
without oEcially registering. Registra>on here at St. Cecilia
is an expression of your commitment to being an ac>ve
member of our community. Parish registra>on allows for
you to receive >mely and essen>al communica>ons
through mail and our weekly Parish Email Update.
Registra>ons also simpliCes the process with regard to
religious educa>on; sponsoring a sacramental candidate;
and for the planning and prepara>on of bap>sms,
weddings and funerals and the recep�on of Sacraments for
homebounds such as Eucharist and Anoin�ng. Seasonal
Parishioners are also welcomed to Register and have dual
membership.

Registra>on is easy and can be completed at the Parish
OEce during regular oEce hours or on our website:
Registra>on form (saintcecilias.org)
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THE SANCTUARY LAMP
In Memory of
Marion Jones
By DeeAnn & Mike Stinebaugh

TEACHINGS FROM THEMAGISTERIUM
"The Eucharistic Sacri-ce makes present not only the mystery of the Savior's
passion and death, but also the mystery of the resurrection which crowned his
sacri-ce. It is as the living and risen One that Christ can become in the Eucharist
the “bread of life” (Jn 6:35, 48), the “living bread” (Jn 6:51)."

Pope St. John Paul II —Encyclical Letter "Ecclesia de Eucharistia" 14

Congratulations to

Anthony

and

Elizabeth

on their Marriage

View�this�bulletin�online�at�www.DiscoverMass.com
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SCRIPTURE READINGS
Monday Acts 14:5-18 Ps. 115:1-4,15,16 John 14:21-26
Tuesday Acts 14:19-28 Ps. 145:10-13,21 John 14:27-31
Wednesday Acts 15:1-6 Ps. 122:1-5 John 15:1-8
Thursday Acts 15:7-21 Ps. 96:1-3,10 John 15:9-11
Friday Acts 15:22-31 Ps. 57:8-10,12 John 15:12-17
Saturday Acts 16:1-10 Ps. 100:1-3,5 John 15:18-21
Sunday Acts 8:5-8,14-17 Ps. 66:1-7,16,20

1 Peter 3:15-18 John 14:15-21

OUR STEWARDSHIP
Our 2026 Assessment is .............. $ 238,000.00
Pledges ....................................... $141,259.00
% of Goal .................................... 59.35 %
% of Households ......................... 20.46 %
Total Payments .......................... $107,317.69

Thank You for your generosity!

THISWEEK IN OUR PARISH
Saturday, May 2
2:30-3:30 pm Reconcilia>on ............................................CH
Sunday, May 3
10:00 - 11:15 am Faith Forma>on .....................................PH
10:00 - 11:15 am Walking with Purpose ............................PH
Monday, May 4
12:45 pm Rosary...........................................................CH
Tuesday, May 5
8:30 am Men’s Gospel Forum .........................................101
12:45 pm Rosary...........................................................CH
7:00 pm Men's Gospel Forum ............................................PH
Wednesday, May 6
12:45 pm Rosary..........................................................CH
7:00 pm Walking with Purpose.........................................PH
Thursday, May 7
10:00 am Prayer Shawl Ministry.......................................PH
12:45 pm Rosary..........................................................CH
6:30 pm Choir Rehearsal ...................................................104
Friday, May 8
10:00 am Divine Mercy Cenacle ......................................104
12:45 pm Rosary..........................................................CH
5:30 pm Rosary..........................................................CH
Saturday, May 9
2:30-3:30 pm Reconcilia>on ............................................CH
Sunday, May 10
8:00 am - 1:00 pm Lee Health Bloodmobile.......................PK

PH= Parish Hall CH= Chapel CR= Community RoomMH=Marian Hall
PK= Parking Lot LIB=Library *Numeric Loca�ons indicate a Room in the
Parish Hall

Celebra�ng the Lord's Day
Part III:

Keeping Sunday - All day

Celebrating the Sunday Eucharist—though
central and essential—does not complete our
observance of Sunday. In addition to attending
Mass each Sunday, we should also refrain “from
those activities which impede the worship of God
and disturb the joy proper to the day of the Lord
or the necessary relaxation of mind and body”
(Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic
Church, no. 453).

Sunday has traditionally been a day of rest.
However, the concept of a day of rest may seem
odd in a world that runs 24/7, where we are
tethered to our jobs by a variety of electronic
gadgets, where businesses run as normal no
matter what the day of the week, and where
silence seems to be an endangered species. By
taking a day each week to rest in the Lord, we
provide a living example to the culture that all
time belongs to God and that people are more
important than things.

As Pope John Paul II said in Dies Domini (The
Day of the Lord), his apostolic letter on Sunday:

"Through Sunday rest, daily concerns and tasks
can 7nd their proper perspective: the material
things about which we worry give way to
spiritual values; in a moment of encounter and
less pressured exchange, we see the true face of
the people with whom we live. Even the beauties
of nature—too often marred by the desire to
exploit, which turns against man himself—can be
rediscovered and enjoyed to the full. "
(Dies Domini, no. 67)

Retrieved from:
https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/the-
mass

The Lee Health
Bloodmobile

will be at St. Cecilia.
Sunday May 10th, 2026
8:00 am to 1:00 pm.

Spend a few minutes of your time
and save the life of another pe
rson. Your donation through the
Lee Health Blood Center will stay
in Lee County and bene)t local

residents and visitors in need.
Our Goal is 20+ Pints of Blood.

View�this�bulletin�online�at�www.DiscoverMass.com



SAFE�ENVIRONMENT�TRAINING
Mandatory�For�New�Volunteers
The	Diocese	of	Venice	is	commi�ed	to	provide	a	safe	environment	for	children	and	vulnerable	
adults.		To	that	end,	persons	working	with	children	or	visi>ng	vulnerable	adults,	as	well	as	any	
volunteer	for	any	ministry,	are	required	to	be	Cnger	printed	(this	process	includes	a	background	
check)	and	to	receive	training	in	recognizing	poten>al	signs	of	abuse.	The	training	por>on	can	
be	done	in	your	home	over	a	PC.

For	further	informa>on,	visit	the	Diocesan	website	at	www.dioceseofvenice.org/	safeenvironment	to	see	what	is	required	
before	the	parish	can	accept	a	volunteer	into	any	ministry.		Any	cost	a	volunteer	incurs	to	complete	these	requirements	will	
be	fully	reimbursed	on	request.	Report	any	abuse	against	minors	to	the	Florida	Department	of	Children	and	Families	at
	800-962-	2873.To	report	abuse	by	Diocesan	personnel	or	volunteers	also	no>fy	the	Diocesan	Vic>ms	Assistance	Coordinator,	
Susan	Benton,	at	(941)	416-6114.
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Today	Jesus	implores	us	to	believe	in	Him.	He	is	the	
life-giving	Truth	who	gives	us	strength	to	do	great	
works.	St.	Francis	de	Sales	notes:

There	is	nothing	stronger	than	truth.	To	live	in	truth	is	
to	lead	a	life	en>rely	conformed	to	simple	faith.	So	
great	is	the	strength	of	faith	that	it	fears	nothing.	
People	indeed	have	this	strength	of	faith.	Yet,	
because	we	do	not	always	realize	that	this	is	in	us,	we	
oDen	fear	and	become	weak.	The	strength	of	faith	
consists	partly	in	knowing	its	power	that	says	we	can	
do	everything	in	God	who	strengthens	us.	Our	
strength	of	faith	has	us	acknowledge	the	truth	of	our	
goodness	and	dignity	as	persons	who	are	capable	of	
being	united	to	God,	who	is	Truth.	Our	faith	in	being	
united	to	God	sustains	us	amidst	so	many	great	
weaknesses,	and	gives	us	strength	to	become	
authen>c	persons.

The	aim	of	Chris>an	authen>city	is	to	transcend	our	
own	self-centered	spirit	and	Cnd	our	true	spirit	in	
Christ.	Our	Lord	came	into	this	world	to	give	us	life.	
Yet,	as	long	as	we	live,	we	will	have	some	self-seeking	
interests	that	deny	us	His	life-giving	way.	Li�le	by	
li�le,	let	us	leave	our	aQec>ons	of	these	lesser	things	
and	aspire	to	the	happiness	that	God	desires	for	us.	
The	greater	fervor	we	have	in	leRng	go	of	lesser	
loves,	the	more	God’s	love	can	do	great	works	in	us.	
The	more	we	let	go	of	our	selCsh	desires	and	yield	to	
God’s	desire	for	us,	the	more	our	human	spirit	will	be	
free	from	interior	restlessness.

Bees	are	restless	while	they	are	without	a	queen.	We	
too	are	restless	un>l	we	give	birth	to	Our	Savior	in	our	
hearts.	Let	us	remain	very	near	to	this	sacred	Savior	
who	gathers	us	all	around	Himself	so	as	to	keep	us	
always	under	His	most	holy	protec>on.	He	is	like	the	
queen	bee	that	cares	so	much	for	her	swarm	she	
never	leaves	her	hive	without	being	surrounded	by	all	
her	li�le	people.	Great	is	the	conCdence	that	Our	
Redeemer	wants	us	to	place	in	His	care	for	us.	All	who	
trust	in	Him	always	reap	the	fruits	of	this	conCdence.	
Imita>ng	His	truthful,	life-giving	way	has	us	do	great	
works	indeed!

(Adapted	from	the	wri>ngs	of	St.	Francis	de	Sales)

PRAYER�INTENTIONS
Please	go	on	line	(Click	on	Link	or	scan	QR	code	below)	and	submit	
your	prayer	requests.

Enter	the	Person	receiving	the	inten>ons	Crst	name,	then	last.

Choose	what	type	of	inten>ons	you	are	reques>ng,	i.e.,	a	birth	or	
birthday,	anniversary,	prayers	answered	or	blessing	received,	
physical	or	spiritual	healing,	etc.

ADer	your	choice	is	entered,	enter	your	name	and	your	phone	
number,	(your	name	and	number	are	not	published).

You	may	also	view	the	prayer	inten>ons	by	holding	Control	&	
clicking	on	the	Link,	or	simply	scan	the	QR	code.		Click	here,	to	
submit	Prayer	Inten>ons

Click	here	to	submit	your	prayer	inten>on
Current	Prayer	Inten>ons

View�this�bulletin�online�at�www.DiscoverMass.com
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Opening Ourselves to Freedom
Excerpt from "The Mindful Catholic"

by Dr. Gregory Bottaro

Have you ever seen on of
those braided tubes called
Chinese -nger traps? When
you stick a -nger in each end
of the tube and then try to
pull your -ngers out, the
tube narrows and grabs them

even more tightly.

This is a good image for what happens when you try
to solve problems in your life with the doing mind
instead of beginning from a place of trusting entirely
in God. As you wrestle through a situation trying to
come up with a solution, your brain is -ring away as
you are in danger, and this in turn narrows your sense
of creativity. Creativity is an essential element in
problem solving, but it doesn't work very well when
anxiety is increasing. This is also why people will
often "sleep on it" when trying to -gure out a problem
or break through a writer's block. Letting the problem
go for a time is like releasing your -ngers from the
constricting grasp of the -nger trap. If you relax and
stop the -ght to free your -ngers, the tube lets go and
you can slip them out. When you let go of the idea that
something is a "problem" that needs to be -gured out,
your brain relaxes the doing mode and you can open
up to solutions you never thought possible[...]

Sometimes we become frantic
when we don't know what we
are supposed to do. Discernment
is a process that requires gentle
peacefulness, and we need to
slow down in order to hear the
voice of God. In the Old
Testament, Elĳah met God in the
"still, small voice" of a gentle
breeze; God was not in the

storms. We allow those storms to rage in our minds
and hearts and we grow even more disquiet when we
can't -gure out where God is in the midst of it all. This
is why St. Therese said she would "let Jesus sleep
peacefully within her little boat" no matter how bad
the storm got or how much the waves crashed. She
knew there was peace to be found in that storm, and
she could simply quiet her soul knowing Jesus would
take care of it if he needed to. This peace is necessary
for you to be able to truly hear the voice of God. This
interior quiet is the fruit of learning how to slow down
and let your mind settle into the reality of the present
moment instead of looking for God in the midst of the
frantic thoughts and feelings.

In Searching for and Maintaining Peace, Fr. Jacques
Philippe writes:

Often we become agitated
and disturbed by trying to
resolve everything by
ourselves, when it would be
more ef&cacious to remain
peacefully before the gaze
of God and to allow Him to
act and work in us with His
wisdom and power, which

are in&nitely superior to ours. This doesn't mean
that we should be lazy or inactive. Trusting God is
courageously and powerfully active. This is an
invitation to act, even to a tiresome level at times,
under the impulse of the Holy Spirit. This is not a
spirit of disquietude, agitation, or excessive hurry,
which is too often the case with is and the way we
want to be active."

The Faith Formation program at Saint Cecilia is
sponsoring a Summer Bible Camp for 1st to 6th
grade children in our parish. The Camp will run
from June 22nd to June 26th, 9AM to 3PM. It will
include Bible stories, games, crafts and fun, all
based on Psalm 23. “The Lord is my shepherd.”

To show our support for this great program for the
children of our Parish, our Council has donated
$600 to help support the Camp.

Our Council here at Saint Cecilia meets on the
second Tuesday of the month in the Parish Hall at
7:00 PM. New members are always welcome so
come see what you have been missing as an adult
Catholic Christian.

George J. Hambel CPA

gjhcpa@comcast.net

View�this�bulletin�online�at�www.DiscoverMass.com



ST. CECILIA

Catholic Community

5632 Sunrise Dr.
Fort Myers, FL 33919
(239) 936-3635
www.saintcecilias.org

OEce Hours
Monday -Friday
8:00AM to 4:00PM

(The Parish O)ce is
closed daily from 12:00
to 1:00 PM for lunch.)

StaQed by
The Oblates of Saint

Francis de Sales

Pastor
Fr. Paul Dechant, OSFS

Parochial Vicar
Fr. Frank Hanlon, OSFS

Re>red Priest
Fr. Mike Matusz

Pastoral StaQ

Business Manager
So>ris Kaklamanis

Music Director
Erin Neitzelt

Administra>ve
Assistant
Juan Luis Laboy

Director of Religious
Educa>on
Pa�y Kiernan

Faith Forma>on
Assistant
Francisca Pamplin

Liturgy Coordinator
Debbie Laughlin

Coordinator of Pastoral
Ministries
Elvia Arana

Marian Hall Rental
Denise Devine

Maintenace
Daxton Wellman

MH Maintenace
Mark Goense

Congratulations to

Roger and Maggie

on the Baptism of their son

Roger Van, III

View�this�bulletin�online�at�www.DiscoverMass.com



Dr.�Wendy�Batista-Rodriguez,�DDS
13440�Parker�Commons�Blvd,�Suite�#104,�Fort�Myers,�FL�33912

239-539-5937
YourϟSmileϟMattersϟ– AndϟSoϟDoesϟYourϟHealth!

dr.batista.rodriguez�@gmail.com���������������������������������www.allsmilesnow.com

SpecialϙOƯerϙforϙNewϙPatients:
-• CompleteϙexamϙandϙX raysϙforϙjust $80 • 10%ϙoƯ anyϙdentalϙtreatmentϙ(cleaningsϙexcluded)

Weϙlook forwardϙtoϙwelcomingϙyouϙandϙyourϙfamilyϙtoϙourϙpractice.ϙ

Weϙbelieveϙgreatϙoralϙcareϙisϙtheϙfoundationϙforϙaϙhealthierϙlife.ϙ
That’sϙwhyϙweϙtakeϙtimeϙtoϙexplainϙeverythingϙinϙaϙcomfortable,ϙfamily-friendlyϙsetting.
WhetherϙyouϙspeakϙEnglishϙorϙSpanish,ϙyou’llϙfeelϙrightϙatϙhomeϙwithϙus.ϙHablamosϙespañol.

©2025�Diocesan View�Our�Parish�Supporters�at�www.DiscoverMass.com
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Fort Myers (239) 334-2195
Cape Coral (239) 542-3148

PaveseLaw.com 

Construction Law | Real Estate 
Business Law | Estate Planning

Fort Myers (239) 334-2195
Cape Coral (239) 542-3148

PaveseLaw.com Mary Vlasak Snell Frank Pavese Jr.

Wills�•�Trusts�•�Power�of�Attorney�•�Probate�•�Guardianship
Special�Needs�•�Pre/Post�Nuptials��•�Corporate�Formation�

CLEANERS

SINCE�1975

COMPLIMENTS�OF�A
friend
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