
SAINT CECILIA CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
5632 SUNRISE DRIVE FORT MYERS FL 33919

PHONE 239-936-3635 FAX 239-936-2108
VISIT OUR WEBSITE: WWW.SAINTCECILIAS.ORG



MASS
INTENTIONS
Saturday, April 25

4:00 pm † Richard Ficarelli
by Eileen Ficarelli

Sunday, April 26
7:30 AM Saint Cecilia's Parishioners
9:00 AM † Fred Borchuck

by Donna & Ken Kretsch
11:30 AM † Fr. Stan Dombrowski, OSFS

by Mary Jo Hobbs

Monday, April 27
7:30 AM † Donald T. Clark

by Kathleen Clark

Tuesday, April 28
12:10 PM † Margaret Adams

by Gabrielle Spangler

Wednesday, April 29
7:30 AM Priest's Inten�ons

Thursday, April 30
12:10 pm † Ivan Barreto - Valderrama

by Juan Luis Laboy

Friday, May 1
7:30 am † Mike Granchi

by Tim & Cindy Malszycki

Saturday, May 2
4:00 pm † John Benedict

by Pat Benedict

Sunday, May 3
7:30 AM Be>y Lezama

by Claudia Jones - Lezama
9:00 AM Saint Cecilia's Parishioners
11:30 AM † Manuel Murga

by Daniel Murga & Paulina Rave

Scan QR Code For Daily Readings from USCCB

WELCOME
Whether you are just passing through the area or looking
for a spiritual home, we welcome you to St. Cecilia Catholic
Community. We hope you Cnd our worship environment
hospitable and prayerful.

People oDen a>end Mass at a parish for months or years
without oEcially registering. Registra�on here at St. Cecilia
is an expression of your commitment to being an ac�ve
member of our community. Parish registra�on allows for
you to receive �mely and essen�al communica�ons
through mail and our weekly Parish Email Update.
Registra�ons also simpliCes the process with regard to
religious educa�on; sponsoring a sacramental candidate;
and for the planning and prepara�on of bap�sms,
weddings and funerals and the recep�on of Sacraments for
homebounds such as Eucharist and Anoin�ng. Seasonal
Parishioners are also welcomed to Register and have dual
membership.

Registra�on is easy and can be completed at the Parish
OEce during regular oEce hours or on our website:
Registra�on form (saintcecilias.org)
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THE SANCTUARY LAMP
In Honor of
Mark Gilbert
By Eileen Gilbert

TEACHINGS FROM THEMAGISTERIUM
"Our love and our deepest convictions need to be continually cultivated, and we do
so through our concrete actions. Remaining in the realm of ideas and theories,
while failing to give them expression through frequent and practical acts of charity,
will eventually cause even our most cherished hopes and aspirations to weaken
and fade away."

Pope Leo XIV — Apostolic Exhortation "Dilexi Te" 119

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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SCRIPTURE READINGS
Monday Acts 11:1-18 Ps. 42: 2,3;43:3,4 John 10:11-18
Tuesday Acts 11:19-26 Ps. 87:1-7 John 10:22-30
Wednesday Acts 12:24-13:5 Ps. 67:2,3,5,6,8 John 12:44-50
Thursday Acts 13:13-25 Ps. 89:2,3,21,22,25,27 John 13:16-20
Friday Acts 13:26-33 Ps. 2:6-11 John 14:1-6
Saturday Acts 13:44-52 Ps. 98:1-4 John 14:7-14
Sunday Acts 6:1-7 Ps. 33:1,2,4,5,18,19

1 Pet. 2:4-9 John 14:1-12

OUR STEWARDSHIP
Our 2026 Assessment is .............. $ 238,000.00
Pledges ....................................... $138,434.00
% of Goal .................................... 58.17 %
% of Households ......................... 19.93 %
Total Payments .......................... $104,147.69

Thank You for your generosity!

THISWEEK IN OUR PARISH
Saturday, April 25
2:30-3:30 pm Reconcilia�on ............................................CH
Sunday, April 26
8:30 - 10:30 am Sunday Social...........................................PH
10:00 - 11:15 am Faith Forma�on .....................................PH
10:00 - 11:15 amWalking with Purpose ............................PH
Monday, April 27
12:45 pm Rosary...........................................................CH
Tuesday, April 28
8:30 amMen’s Gospel Forum .........................................101
12:45 pm Rosary...........................................................CH
7:00 pmMen's Gospel Forum ............................................PH
7:00 pm Cursillo ................................................................PH
Wednesday, April 29
12:45 pm Rosary..........................................................CH
7:00 pmWalking with Purpose.........................................PH
Thursday, April 30
12:45 pm Rosary..........................................................CH
6:30 pm Choir Rehearsal ...................................................104
Friday, May 1
10:00 am Divine Mercy Cenacle ......................................104
12:45 pm Rosary..........................................................CH
5:30 pm Rosary..........................................................CH
Saturday, May 2
2:30-3:30 pm Reconcilia�on ............................................CH
Sunday, May 3
10:00 - 11:15 am Faith Forma�on .....................................PH
10:00 - 11:15 amWalking with Purpose ............................PH
PH= Parish Hall CH= Chapel CR= Community Room MH=Marian Hall
LIB=Library *Numeric Loca�ons indicate a Room in the Parish Hall

Celebra�ng the Lord's Day
Part II: The Sunday Eucharist

The primary way in which we celebrate the
Lord’s Day is with our participation in the
Sunday Eucharist. What better way to celebrate
the Resurrection of the Lord than by celebration
of the memorial of his Passion death, and
Resurrection?

Th is celebration is not a solitary, private event.
Instead, we come together as the People of God,
the Church, to worship with one heart and one
voice. The Catechism of the Catholic Church
(CCC) teaches that “participation in the
communal celebration of the Sunday Eucharist is
a testimony of belonging and of being faithful to
Christ and to his Church” (CCC, no. 2182).

When members of our church community are
absent from this gathering, they are missed. No
member of the faithful should be absent from the
Sunday Eucharist without a serious reason. The
Liturgy should be the .rst thing on Sunday’s
schedule, not the last. We should arrive on time,
prepared in mind and heart to fully participate in
the Mass. Those who cannot attend because of
illness or the need to care for infants or the sick
deserve our prayers and special attention.

Often, people will suggest that going to Sunday
Mass is not necessary. After all, they can pray at
home just as well. This has clearly been an issue
in the Church for more than a millennium. In the
fourth century, St. John Chrysostom addressed
this problem directly:

"You cannot pray at home as at church, where
there is a great multitude, where exclamations
are cried out to God as from one great heart,
and where there is something more: the union
of minds, the accord of souls, the bond of
charity, the prayers of the priests."
(CCC, no. 2179, quoting St. John Chrysostom,
De incomprehensibili 3, 6: PG 48, 725)

Private prayer, though essential to the spiritual
life, can never replace the celebration of the
Eucharistic Liturgy and the reception of Holy
Communion...

Retrieved from:

https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/the-
mass

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINING
Mandatory For New Volunteers
The Diocese of Venice is commi>ed to provide a safe environment for children and vulnerable
adults. To that end, persons working with children or visi�ng vulnerable adults, as well as any
volunteer for any ministry, are required to be Cnger printed (this process includes a background
check) and to receive training in recognizing poten�al signs of abuse. The training por�on can
be done in your home over a PC.

For further informa�on, visit the Diocesan website at www.dioceseofvenice.org/ safeenvironment to see what is required
before the parish can accept a volunteer into any ministry. Any cost a volunteer incurs to complete these requirements will
be fully reimbursed on request. Report any abuse against minors to the Florida Department of Children and Families at
800-962- 2873.To report abuse by Diocesan personnel or volunteers also no�fy the Diocesan Vic�ms Assistance Coordinator,
Susan Benton, at (941) 416-6114.
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Today we experience Jesus as the Good Shepherd. He
invites us to hear His voice so that we “might have life
and have it in abundance.” St. Francis de Sales notes:

Our Good Shepherd gathers us all around Himself to
keep us always under His protec�on. He tenderly
nourishes us with His love. So loving is God’s hand as
it handles our heart, bringing it strength without
depriving us of freedom. Those who hear well His
voice never lack holy inspira�ons in order to live life
in abundance and to fulCll in a holy way their
responsibili�es.

To hear well we must listen. To hear the word of God,
we must Crst be a>en�ve to it by having an open
heart. To listen to God’s word we must learn it well
and carry out what we are taught. When manna fell
from Heaven, the Hebrews rose each morning to
collect it before sunrise. They ate and swallowed it so
as to be nourished and strengthened. We too must
digest well God’s word to make it part of our own
being.

Thus, each day nourish yourself with a li>le spiritual
reading that aErms God’s word and sends you on
your way to your everlas�ng welfare. Let the word of
God that you hear, speak to you throughout the day.
Put that into prac�ce and leave the rest to Our Savior,
who nurtures your true needs. If we are to have life in
abundance eternally, we must hear the voice of Our
Shepherd, who guides us if only we let Him.

Since we easily mismanage ourselves, Our Shepherd
wants to teach us how to have life in abundance
through loving His voice rather than the voice of
strangers, who easily lead us astray. True love is when
we live in light of Our Savior’s love, rather than the
selCsh loves that the culture stresses. How happy we
will be if we remain in the Shepherd’s presence,
faithfully listening to and living His voice!

(Adapted from the Sermons of St. Francis de Sales, L.
Fiorelli, Ed.)

PRAYER INTENTIONS
Please go on line (Click on Link or scan QR code below) and submit
your prayer requests.

Enter the Person receiving the inten�ons Crst name, then last.

Choose what type of inten�ons you are reques�ng, i.e., a birth or
birthday, anniversary, prayers answered or blessing received,
physical or spiritual healing, etc.

ADer your choice is entered, enter your name and your phone
number, (your name and number are not published).

You may also view the prayer inten�ons by holding Control &
clicking on the Link, or simply scan the QR code. Click here, to
submit Prayer Inten�ons

Click here to submit your prayer inten�on
Current Prayer Inten�ons

Congratulations
To John & Angela

On the Baptism of their daughter
Thea Reid

April 19, 2026

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

http://Click%20here%20to%20submit%20your%20prayer%20intention
http://Current%20Prayer%20Intentions


View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Begin again... Anytime
Excerpt from Article publish on goodcatholic.com

We often let our own pasts get the better of us. Shame for our
sins, discouragement from having failed before, fear of making
changes…these things can weigh us down and prevent us from
making progress.

We may tell ourselves that we’ll make
a new beginning “when circumstances
are diAerent, or when the right time
comes.” But the right moment never
seems to come, and in the meantime,
we coast along without direction.

The Lord doesn’t want us to live in
fear of the future or in shame over our
past. He calls us to start again. His
desires to wash away the sins of our

past, and to guide our future with His Providence. We must
follow Him now, not later. Rather than giving in to
discouragement, we must allow Him to complete the good work
that He has begun in us (Philippians 1:6).

We must begin again.

Nunc Coepi: Motto of the Saints

The phrase “nunc coepi,” which means “now I begin,” perfectly
encapsulates the call to a new life in Christ. These simple words
hold the secret to consistent progress in the spiritual life. St.
Francis of Assisi, St. Josemaría Escrivá, and Venerable Bruno
Lanteri all show us the way to Christ through a ready willingness
to start over.

Our Lord invites us to serve Him and follow Him now, in this
immediate moment, without delay. He does not wait for us to be
perfect, or to be in the right mood, or to have the ideal physical
and spiritual tools. We may feel regret towards what we have or
haven’t done in the past, but these emotions and preoccupations
don’t change what God asks of us now.

Discerning God’s will and striving to do it in the present moment
is a key part of beginning again.

Firstly, God has already told us exactly what He wants from us
through the revelation that has come to us through Scripture and
the Sacred Tradition of the Catholic Church. The Ten
Commandments, the Precepts of the Church, and all the moral
teachings of the Church: these are the things that God asks of us.
We are called to know what these teachings are and to live them
as well as we can. If we fail in some way, we absolutely should
not give up in despair; we simply renew our eAorts to uphold the
laws of God.

Once we know how God has called us to live in regards to morals
and sacred obligations, we are ready for the next question: how
can we know what God wants from us in the present moment?

Most of the time, our individual vocations
and responsibilities show us very clearly
what God’s will is for us. Venerable Lanteri
wrote about this when giving advice:

“God has placed me in this state of life;
in this and no other I must serve him and
be saved. All the circumstances and

events in my state of life, such as the di!erent characters of
the persons with whom I interact, the events that take place,
the times and places in which these occur, reveal the order of
Providence through which the Lord has willed to work my
salvation. I must adapt myself to all these things and not
think that I can force them to adapt themselves to me. And so,
I will try always to adapt to these with peace and joy of heart,
con(dent that God knows better than I what is best for me.”

"Life is a giD"
With this theme in mind, Ka�e Yoder authored an ar�cle for
the Knight’s Magazine ‘’The Columbian’’ about the 53rd
annual March for Life in Washington, D.C. on January 23rd.
Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William Lori, Supreme Knight
Patrick Kelly, members of our Board of Directors and
thousands of Knights and their families joined with tens of
thousands of pro-life advocates from across America in the
Na�on’s Capital to support the Right to Life.

The annual marches began in 1974, in response to the U.S.
Supreme Court’s 1973 Roe v. Wade decision, which legalized
abor�on na�onwide. The 2026march -- the fourth held since
the Court overturned Roe in 2022—emphasized the inherent
dignity of every human person beginning at concep�on with
the theme “Life is a Gi@.”

Speakers at the pre-march rally included lawmakers, pro-life
ac�vists, and religious leaders, several of whom marked
2026 as the 250th anniversary of the signing of the
Declara�on of Independence, which recognizes a right to life.

Jennie Bradley Lichter, president of the March for Life
Educa�on and Defense Fund, read a message from a former
marcher – Pope Leo XIV. “I send warm gree�ngs to those of
you taking part in the 2026 March for Life. By advoca�ng for
the unborn, please ensure that you are fulHlling the Lord’s
Command to serve Him in the least of our brothers and
sisters. “Mathew 25: 31-46”.

Our Council here at Saint Cecilia meets on the second
Tuesday of the month in the Parish Hall at 7:00 PM. New
members are always welcome so come see what you have
been missing as an adult Catholic Chris�an.

George J. Hambel CPA
gjhcpa@comcast.net

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



ST. CECILIA

Catholic Community

5632 Sunrise Dr.
Fort Myers, FL 33919
(239) 936-3635
www.saintcecilias.org

OEce Hours
Monday -Friday
8:00AM to 4:00PM

(The Parish O'ce is
closed daily from 12:00
to 1:00 PM for lunch.)

StaSed by
The Oblates of Saint
Francis de Sales

Pastor
Fr. Paul Dechant, OSFS

Parochial Vicar
Fr. Frank Hanlon, OSFS

Re�red Priest
Fr. Mike Matusz

Pastoral StaS

Business Manager
So�ris Kaklamanis

Music Director
Erin Neitzelt

Administra�ve
Assistant
Juan Luis Laboy

Director of Religious
Educa�on
Pa>y Kiernan

Faith Forma�on
Assistant
Francisca Pamplin

Liturgy Coordinator
Debbie Laughlin

Coordinator of Pastoral
Ministries
Elvia Arana

Marian Hall Rental
Denise Devine

Maintenace
Daxton Wellman

MHMaintenace
Mark Goense

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Fort Myers (239) 334-2195

Cape Coral (239) 542-3148

PaveseLaw.com 

Construction Law | Real Estate 
Business Law | Estate Planning

Fort Myers (239) 334-2195

Cape Coral (239) 542-3148

PaveseLaw.com 
Mary Vlasak Snell Frank Pavese Jr.

Wills • Trusts • Power of Attorney • Probate • Guardianship
Special Needs • Pre/Post Nuptials  • Corporate Formation 
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