


MASS
INTENTIONS
Saturday, March 7

4:00 PM † Carol Muir
by Donna & Buddy Strickland

Sunday, March 8
7:30 AM Saint Cecilia's Parishioner
9:00 AM Zoe Miller

by Pat Cox
11:00 AM Luz Alisangco Gamez

by Glenn & Tina Tovar Dias

Monday, March 9
7:30 AM † Helen Taylor

by Fr. Frank Hanlon
12:10 PM † Joseph F. Wolleon, Jr.

by Barbara M. Pizzolato

Tuesday, March 10
7:30 AM † Antonios Kanakis

by The Serpico Family
12:10 PM † Flori Walker

by Grote & Vanicelli Families

Wednesday, March 11
7:30 AM † Francisca Sosa

by Maria & Nancy
12:10 PM The Medina-Valderrama Family

by Juan Luis Laboy

Thursday, March 12
7:30 AM † Mary Ann Foust
12:10 PM † Dr. Carla Engelke

by Claudia Jones-Lezama

Friday, March 13
7:30 AM Priest's Inten�ons
12:10 PM † Veronica Steigerwalt

by Bill & Karen DiFabio

Saturday, March 14
4:00 PM † Jeanne Walczak

by Wendy Brockmann

Sunday, March 15
7:30 AM † Chris Hall

by Kearney & Barbara Hall
9:00 AM Saint Cecilia's Parishioners

11:00 AM † Marion & Walter Dickey
by Joe & Marteen Longo

Scan QR Code For Daily Readings from USCCB

WELCOME
Whether you are just passing through the area or looking
for a spiritual home, we welcome you to St. Cecilia Catholic
Community. We hope you Cnd our worship environment
hospitable and prayerful.

People oDen aEend Mass at a parish for months or years
without oFcially registering. Registra�on here at St. Cecilia
is an expression of your commitment to being an ac�ve
member of our community. Parish registra�on allows for
you to receive �mely and essen�al communica�ons
through mail and our weekly Parish Email Update.
Registra�ons also simpliCes the process with regard to
religious educa�on; sponsoring a sacramental candidate;
and for the planning and prepara�on of bap�sms,
weddings and funerals and the recep�on of Sacraments for
homebounds such as Eucharist and Annoin�ng. Seasonal
Parishioners are also welcomed to Register and have dual
membership.

Registra�on is easy and can be completed at the Parish
OFce during regular oFce hours or on our website:
Registra�on form (saintcecilias.org)
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THE SANCTUARY LAMP
In Memory of
Joe & Margaret Troyan
By Ellen Troyan

JOIN US INWELCOMING

Callum N.
to our Family of Faith.

Congratula�ons to
Paul and Brianna

on the Baptsim of thir Son.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Fas�ng:
A "universal" endevour?

When describing the prac�ce of fas�ng and other
forms of discipline or sacri�cing during the season
of Lent, St. Francis de Sales reminds us that in order
for our e�orts to be frui�ul, they must be
“universal”, that is, our Lenten prac�ces should
a�ect every aspect of our lives, and not merely
some aspects of it. His use of the term seems
appropriate, if we recall that Francis believed that
there is something of “the en�re universe”
contained in each one of us. In other words, on any
given day there is a great deal going on within us.

He wrote the following in his Introduc�on to the
Devout Life:

“One person sets great value on fas�ng and believes
himself to be leading a very devout life, so long as
he fasts rigorously, yet all the while his heart is full
of bi(erness. Another person will not moisten their
lips with wine, perhaps not even with water, in their
great abs�nence, but does not hesitate to steep
those same lips in their neighbor’s blood, through
slander and detrac�on. S�ll another individual
reckons themself as devout because they repeat
many prayers daily, although at the same �me they
do not refrain from all manner of angry, irrita�ng,
conceited or insul�ng comments among family and
neighbors. Another person freely opens their purse
in almsgiving but closes their heart to all gentle and
forgiving feelings towards those who are opposed
to them. Yet another one is ready enough to forgive
their enemies but will never pay their righ�ul debts
to others unless forced to do so. All these people
may be conven�onally considered ‘religious’, but in
truth they are in no sense actually devout at all…”

Whatever fast(s) or discipline(s) we may choose to
pursue during this Lenten season, may they help
promote ongoing conversion not merely in some of
whowe are, but throughout the “universe” inside of
us: body, soul, spirit, mind, heart, a1tude and
ac�on!

Fr. Michael Murray, OSFS
Pastor at St. John Neumann
Reston, VA
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SCRIPTURE READINGS
Monday 2 Kng. 5:1-15 Ps. 42:2,3; 43:3,4 Luke 4:24-30
Tuesday Dan. 3:25, 34-43 Ps 25:4-9 Ma(. 18:21-35
Wednesday Deut. 4:1,5-9 Ps. 147:12,13,15,16,19,20 Ma(. 5:17-19
Thursday Jer. 7:23-28 Ps. 95:1,2,6,7,8,9 Luke 11:14-23
Friday Hosea 14:2-10 Ps. 81:6-11,14,17 Mark 12:28-34
Saturday Hosea 6:1-6 Ps. 51:3,4,18-21 Luke 18:9-14
Sunday 1 Sam.16:1,6,7,10-13 Ps. 23:1-6

Ephi. 5:8-14 John 9:1-41
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OUR STEWARDSHIP
Our 2026 Assessment is .......................$238,000.00
Detailed informa�on from the Diocese of Venice is
not yet available.

THISWEEK IN OUR PARISH
Saturday, March 7
2:30 - 3:30 pm Reconcilia�on..............................................CH

Sunday, March 8
8:30 - 10:30 am Sunday Social...........................................PH
10:00 - 11:00 am Faith Forma�on .....................................PH
10:00-11:00 amWalking With Purpose .............................PH
12:00 - 3:00 pm Sacramental Prep ....................................PH

Monday, March 9
12:45 pm Rosary........................................................CH
12:45 pm Lunch Bunch ....................................................MH

Tuesday, March 10
8:30 amMen’s Gospel Forum .........................................101
10:30 am - 12:00 pmWalking with Purpose .....................PH
12:45 pm Rosary........................................................CH
1:00 - 2:00 pm Our Grief Journey .....................................LIB
7:00 - 8:00 pmMen's Gospel Forum ................................101

Wednesday, March 11
12:45 pm Rosary........................................................CH
7:00 - 8:30 pmWalking with Purpose ..............................PH

Thursday, March 12
10:00 am - 12:00 pm Rosary Making Ministry ...................PH
10:00 am Lenten Bible Study ............................................PH
12:45 pm Rosary .............................................................CH
6:00 pm BRIDGES .............................................................104
6:30 pm Choir Rehersal ....................................................CR
7:00 am Lenten Bible Study ..............................................PH

Friday, March 13 Abs�nence
8:00 am - 11:50 am Adora�on ..........................................CH
10:00 am Divine Mercy Cenacle ......................................104
4:30 - 6:30 pm Fish Friday ................................................MH
6:15 pm Rosary.................................................................CH
7:00 pm Sta�ons of the Cross ...................................CHURCH

Saturday, March 14
2:30-3:30 pm Reconcilia�on..............................................CH

Sunday, March 15
8:30 - 10:30 am Sunday Social...........................................PH
12:00 - 3:00 pm St. Cecilia's Annual Picnic ...............MH Field

PH= Parish Hall CH= Chapel CR= Community Room MH=Marian Hall
LIB=Library *Numeric Loca�ons indicate a Room in the Parish Hall

Follow us on our Social Media Platforms

St. Cecilia Catholic Community

saintceciliasomething

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINING
Mandatory For New Volunteers
The Diocese of Venice is commiEed to provide a safe environment for children and vulnerable 
adults.  To that end, persons working with children or visi�ng vulnerable adults, as well as any 
volunteer for any ministry, are required to be Cnger printed (this process includes a background 
check) and to receive training in recognizing poten�al signs of abuse. The training por�on can 
be done in your home over a PC.

For further informa�on, visit the Diocesan website at www.dioceseofvenice.org/ safeenvironment to see what is required 
before the parish can accept a volunteer into any ministry.  Any cost a volunteer incurs to complete these requirements will 
be fully reimbursed on request. Report any abuse against minors to the Florida Department of Children and Families at
 800-962- 2873.To report abuse by Diocesan personnel or volunteers also no�fy the Diocesan Vic�ms Assistance Coordinator, 
Susan Benton, at (941) 416-6114.
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Lent is a �me for us to encounter Jesus in a very 
personal way so that we deepen our bap�smal 
consecra�on and commitment. John tells us that he 
wrote about the encounter of Jesus with the 
Samaritan woman so that we “may believe that Jesus 
is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through this 
belief we may have life in his name.”

No�ce that, during this encounter, Jesus is drawing 
the woman beyond earthly reali�es and concerns to 
the deeper reali�es of the eternal. Jesus oRers her 
“living water.” He means water that gives life, but her 
aEen�on is on earthly water. She asks him, rather 
sarcas�cally, if he thinks he’s beEer than Jacob who 
gave them this well. Jesus refuses to be side-tracked 
from his goal - to give her water that will permanently 
end her thirst. All she can see is the convenience of 
not having to come to the well every day.

Jesus moves her to a new level by geSng her to face 
the truth of her present situa�on. But he doesn’t tell 
her to “come back when you’ve straightened out your 
life.” The grace he oRers is meant to help her to 
change – here and now.

Rather than make a commitment now, she says that 
she’s wai�ng for the Messiah to come. Now, Jesus can 
oRer her the opportunity for a personal commitment: 
“I am he.”

The purpose of the story is to remind us that even 
commiEed disciples need to be brought to deeper 
understanding and conversion.

How great is our thirst during this Lenten season? 
What is the “food” we are seeking? What is it that 
Jesus wants us to understand through our Lenten 
encounters with him? St. Paul reminds us that God 
has proven his love for us. While we were s�ll sinners, 
Christ died for us.

Our Lenten journey will be more fruiVul if we are 
sincerely open when we encounter Jesus and are 
willing to be led by grace into a deeper conversion of 
mind and heart to the ways of the Lord. Then our 
hope will be based on the love of God poured out into 
our hearts.

LENTEN PENANCE
MARCH 20: ST. COLUMBKILLE ............................................. 5:00 PM
MARCH 24: ST. CECILIA ...................................................... 7:00 PM
MARCH 27: ALL PARISHES IN DIO. OF VENICE .......... 4:00 - 8:00 PM
MARCH 28: ALL PARISHES IN DIO. OF VENICE .. 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

PRAYER INTENTIONS
Please go on line (Click on Link or scan QR code below) and submit 
your prayer requests.

Enter the Person receiving the inten�ons Crst name, then last.

Choose what type of inten�ons you are reques�ng, i.e., a birth or 
birthday, anniversary, prayers answered or blessing received, 
physical or spiritual healing, etc.

ADer your choice is entered, enter your name and your phone 
number, (your name and number are not published).

You may also view the prayer inten�ons by holding Control & 
clicking on the Link, or simply scan the QR code.  Click here, to 
submit Prayer Inten�ons

Click here to submit your prayer inten�on
Current Prayer Inten�ons

Next  week is our monthly 
St Vincent de Paul 
Society collection.  

Please use the envelope in 
today’s bulletin to help the 

Society feed the poor in our 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

http://Click%20here%20to%20submit%20your%20prayer%20intention
http://Current%20Prayer%20Intentions
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ST. CECILIA

Catholic Community

5632 Sunrise Dr.
Fort Myers, FL 33919
(239) 936-363
www.saintcecilias.org

OFce Hours
Monday -Friday
8:00AM to 4:00PM

(The Parish O'ce is
closed daily from 12:00
to 1:00 PM for lunch.)

StaRed by
The Oblates of Saint
Francis de Sales

Pastor
Fr. Paul Dechant, OSFS

Parochial Vicar
Fr. Frank Hanlon, OSFS

Re�red Priest
Fr. Mike Matusz

Pastoral StaR

Business Manager
So�ris Kaklamanis

Music Director
Erin Neitzel

Administra�ve
Assistant
Juan Luis Laboy

Coordinator of
Religious Educa�on
PaEy Kiernan

Faith Forma�on
Assistant
Francisca Pamplin

Liturgy Coordinator
Debbie Laughlin

Coordinator of Pastoral
Ministries
Elvia Arana

Marian Hall Rental
Denise Devine

Maintenace
Daxton Wellman

MHMaintenace
Mark Goense

THE KNIGHTS CORNER
As February ends, so does the Council’s Calendar RaHe. The raHe was a great success this year
with over three thousand �ckets being sold and more than twenty-eight prizes awarded. The
Council put together price packages that at �mes held more than one item. I am sure nobody
was disappointed. The winning �ckets were drawn once a week on Tuesday morning aKer the
Gospel FormMee�ng by a parish sta� member and recorded by Juan Luis Laboy for inclusion in
the Parish Bulle�n. Members of our Council were on hand to call the winners.

On February 26th our Council held its annual dinner mee�ng at K.J.’s Steak for members and
guests. It was an opportunity to welcome new members into our Council. We will also con�nue
to support the Parish Friday night �sh fry now and through Lent.

Our council here at Saint Cecilia meets on the second Tuesday of every month in the Parish Hall
at 7:00 PM. New Members are always we you welcome so see what you have been missing as
an adult Catholic Chris�an.

George J. Hambel CPA
gjhcpa@comcast.net

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

RAFFLEWINNERS

Annointing of the Sick will be happening on all
Masses of March 14 and 15.

"By our compassion, we remind those who are sick that “[the Church] shares
your suffering. She takes it to the Lord, who in turn associates you with his

redeeming Passion”
Per Concilii Semitas ad Populum Dei Nuntius, no. 12

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Fort Myers (239) 334-2195

Cape Coral (239) 542-3148

PaveseLaw.com 

Construction Law | Real Estate 
Business Law | Estate Planning

Fort Myers (239) 334-2195

Cape Coral (239) 542-3148

PaveseLaw.com 
Mary Vlasak Snell Frank Pavese Jr.

Wills • Trusts • Power of Attorney • Probate • Guardianship
Special Needs • Pre/Post Nuptials  • Corporate Formation 

CLEANERS

SINCE 1975

TUNE IN
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