
SAINT CECILIA CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
5632 SUNRISE DRIVE FORT MYERS FL 33919

PHONE 239-936-3635 FAX 239-936-2108
VISIT OUR WEBSITE: WWW.SAINTCECILIAS.ORG



MASS
INTENTIONS
Saturday, March 28

4:00 PM † Jerry Olin
by Lois Mader

Sunday, March 29
7:30 AM Saint Cecilia's Parishioners
9:00 AM † Fred Bortchuck

by Carol Smith
11:00 AM † Terese Filgo

by Joe & Marteen Longo

Monday, March 30
7:30 AM † Bill & Mayine Russell

by Mary & Family
12:10 PM † Flori Walker

by Frank & Julie Richards

Tuesday, March 31
7:30 AM † Maxine Russell

by Mary Witham
12:10 PM Priests' Inten�ons

Wednesday, April 1
7:30 AM † Rose Jacks

by Rosemary Hanlon
12:10 PM † Bernade3e Boonstra

by Nancy Kilmar�n

Thursday, April 2
7:00 pm †Mary Ann Owen

by Keene Piper

Friday, April 3- NO MASS

Saturday, April 4
8:30 pm Saint Cecilia's Parishioners

Sunday, April 5
7:30 AM Saint Cecilia's Parishioners
9:00 AM † Marion Jones

by Karen Richelsen
9:30 AM* † Ivan Barreto-Valderrama

by Juan Luis Laboy
11:00 AM † Possidonio Tovar Dias

by Jack & Maria Milazzo

* Indicates Family Mass at Marian Hall

Scan QR Code For Daily Readings from USCCB

WELCOME
Whether you are just passing through the area or looking
for a spiritual home, we welcome you to St. Cecilia Catholic
Community. We hope you Cnd our worship environment
hospitable and prayerful.

People oDen a3end Mass at a parish for months or years
without oEcially registering. Registra�on here at St. Cecilia
is an expression of your commitment to being an ac�ve
member of our community. Parish registra�on allows for
you to receive �mely and essen�al communica�ons
through mail and our weekly Parish Email Update.
Registra�ons also simpliCes the process with regard to
religious educa�on; sponsoring a sacramental candidate;
and for the planning and prepara�on of bap�sms,
weddings and funerals and the recep�on of Sacraments for
homebounds such as Eucharist and Annoin�ng. Seasonal
Parishioners are also welcomed to Register and have dual
membership.

Registra�on is easy and can be completed at the Parish
OEce during regular oEce hours or on our website:
Registra�on form (saintcecilias.org)
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THE SANCTUARY LAMP
In Memory of
Bill Gooch
By Patricia Cuevas

TEACHINGS FROM THE MAGISTERIUM
"No Christian can regard the poor simply as a societal problem; they are part of our “family.” They are “one
of us.” Nor can our relationship to the poor be reduced to merely another ecclesial activity or function. In
the words of the Aparecida Document, “we are asked to devote time to the poor, to give them loving
attention, to listen to them with interest, to stand by them in dif>cult moments, choosing to spend hours,
weeks or years of our lives with them, and striving to transform their situations, starting from them. We
cannot forget that this is what Jesus himself proposed in his actions and by his words.”
(Pope Leo XIV: Dilexi Te - 103)

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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SCRIPTURE READINGS
Monday Isa. 42:1-7 Ps. 27:1-3,13,14 John 12:1-11
Tuesday Isa. 49:1-6 Ps. 71:1-6,15,17 John 13:21-33,36-38
Wednesday Isa. 50:4-9 Ps. 69:8-10,21,22,31,33,34 Ma�. 26:14-25
Thursday Isa. 61:1-3,6,8,9 Ps. 89:21,22,25,27

Rev. 1:5-8 Luke 4:16-21
Friday Isa. 52:13-53:12 Ps. 31:2,6,12,13,15-17,25

Heb. 4:14-16; 5:7-9 John 18:1-19:42
Saturday I. Gen. 1:1-2:2 Ps. 104:1,2,5,6,10-14,24,35

II. Gen 22:1-18 Ps. 16:5,8,9-11
III. Exo. 14:15 - 15:1 Exo. 15:1-6,17,18
IV. Isa. 54:5-14 Ps. 30:2,4-6,11-13
V. Isa. 55:1-11 Isa.12:2-6
VI. Bar. 3:9-15,32-4:4 Ps. 19:8-11
VII. Eze. 36:16,17,18-28 Ps. 42:3,5; 43:3,4

Epistle: Rom. 6:3-11
Ps. 118:1,2,16,17,22,23

Gospel:Ma�. 28:1-10
Sunday Acts 10:34,37-43 Ps. 118:1,2,16,17,22,23 Col. 3:1-4

John 20:1-9 or Ma�. 28:1-10 or Luke 24:13-35
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OUR STEWARDSHIP
Our 2026 Assessment is ................$238,000.00
Detailed informa�on from the Diocese of
Venice is not yet available.

THISWEEK IN OUR PARISH
Saturday, March 28
9:00 am - 12:00 pm Reconcilia�on ...................................CH
2:30-3:30 pm Reconcilia�on ............................................CH
Sunday, March 29
8:30 - 10:30 am Sunday Social...........................................PH
10:00 - 11:00 am Faith Forma�on .....................................PH
10:00 - 11:00 amWalking with Purpose ............................PH
7:00 pm Lenten Bible Study ..............................................PH
Monday, March 30
10:00 am Lenten Bible Study .............................................PH
12:45 pm Rosary............................................................CH
6:30 pm Choir Rehersal
7:00 pm Taize .....................................................CHURCH
Tuesday, March 31
8:30 amMen’s Gospel Forum .........................................101
10:30 am - 12:00 pmWalking with Purpose ......................PH
12:45 pm Rosary...........................................................CH
1:00 - 2:00 pm Our Grief Journey ......................................LIB
7:00 pm Seven Last Words .......................................CHURCH
Wednesday, April 1
12:45 pm Rosary..........................................................CH
7:00 pm Tenebrae ...................................................CHURCH
Thursday, April 2
10:00 am - 12:00 pm Prayer Shawl Ministry .....................PH
7:00 pm Holy Thursday Mass....................................CHURCH
8:00 pm - 12:00 am Adora�on ........................................MH
Friday, April 3 Fast & Abs�nence - Good Friday

Parish OEce Closed
2:00 pm Good Friday Service (No Mass) ...................CHURCH
Saturday, April 4
12:10 pm Blessing of the Food .................................CHURCH
8:30 pm Easter Vigil .................................................CHURCH
Sunday, April 5
10:30 am - Easter Egg Hunt (ADer Family Mass) ...............MH
PH= Parish Hall CH= Chapel CR= Community Room MH=Marian Hall
LIB=Library *Numeric Loca�ons indicate a Room in the Parish Hall

N��� W��� I	 O��
M������ F��� D����

Your donations are shared with
Catholic Charities and are collected on the !rst
Sunday of each month. Requested items are Peanut
Butter (especially Peanut Butter) rice, beans,
canned meats, vegetables and disposable adult briefs

(L and XL) for our senior services.
Please, NO GLASS CONTAINERS
or OPENED / EXPIRED ITEMS.

Thank You !

ATTENTION PARISHIONERS

As we get closer to Wednesday of Holy
Week, please remember that we will be

transitioning to the
Summer Schedule
Daily Masses will be:

Monday, Wednesday & Friday at 7:30 am
Thursday & Friday at 12:10 pm

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINING
Mandatory For New Volunteers
The Diocese of Venice is commi3ed to provide a safe environment for children and vulnerable 
adults.  To that end, persons working with children or visi�ng vulnerable adults, as well as any 
volunteer for any ministry, are required to be Cnger printed (this process includes a background 
check) and to receive training in recognizing poten�al signs of abuse. The training por�on can 
be done in your home over a PC.

For further informa�on, visit the Diocesan website at www.dioceseofvenice.org/ safeenvironment to see what is required 
before the parish can accept a volunteer into any ministry.  Any cost a volunteer incurs to complete these requirements will 
be fully reimbursed on request. Report any abuse against minors to the Florida Department of Children and Families at
 800-962- 2873.To report abuse by Diocesan personnel or volunteers also no�fy the Diocesan Vic�ms Assistance Coordinator, 
Susan Benton, at (941) 416-6114.
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Today we walk with Jesus to Mount Calvary. We 
experience His self-giving love for us as He dies on the 
Cross. We too are called to imitate Him. St. Francis de 
Sales notes:

Contrary to the wisdom of the culture, true Chris�ans 
who are seeking holiness, place all their perfec�on in 
the folly of the Cross. All the saints became wise in 
their folly to follow Jesus. They suPered contempt 
and humilia�ons that came from the culturally wise. 
Yet, they washed their feet and their hands in the 
sacred waters of forgiveness. We too must cleanse 
our works and aPec�ons so as to give glory to God.

Like the saints, we too must go to Mount Calvary with 
Our Lord and endure labors and persecu�ons. When 
exterior or interior troubles overtake you, take your 
good resolu�ons, and like a mother, who rescues her 
child from danger, put them in our Lord’s wounds, 
asking Him to protect both you and them. Wait there 
in the sacred shelter un�l the storm has passed. With 
God’s help you will make great progress. As Jesus 
shows us, to be able to sin is not power, but 
powerlessness. Even the persecu�ons of Jesus’ 
enemies were not powerful enough to destroy Our 
Savior’s incomparable solid and constant love for all. 
Such ought to be our love for one another: Crm, 
ardent, solid and persevering.

When we consent to love divinely by leRng go of our 
own willfulness, we are like migra�ng birds. We 
migrate from a winter world where one meets cold 
and icy hearts, to spring�me where God’s love is the 
sun that gives warmth to the human heart. This 
Sacred Fire Clls us with a self-giving love that is 
inCnite. This love never says: “Enough is suEcient.” 
Our Savior loved us with a love so ardent and 
persevering, that death could not cool His love. Divine 
love is stronger than death. May we remain at the 
foot of Our Savior’s Cross so as to be nourished by His 
self-giving love that we are called to imitate.

(Adapted from the wri�ngs of St. Francis de Sales, 
especially Sermons)

PRAYER INTENTIONS
Please go on line (Click on Link or scan QR code below) and submit 
your prayer requests.

Enter the Person receiving the inten�ons Crst name, then last.

Choose what type of inten�ons you are reques�ng, i.e., a birth or 
birthday, anniversary, prayers answered or blessing received, 
physical or spiritual healing, etc.

ADer your choice is entered, enter your name and your phone 
number, (your name and number are not published).

You may also view the prayer inten�ons by holding Control & 
clicking on the Link, or simply scan the QR code.  Click here, to 
submit Prayer Inten�ons

Click here to submit your prayer inten�on
Current Prayer Inten�ons

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

http://Click%20here%20to%20submit%20your%20prayer%20intention
http://Current%20Prayer%20Intentions
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Passion Sunday
St. Jane de Chantal had this to 
say about the passion of Our 
Lord, Jesus Christ:

"The Church proposes Passion 
Sunday to remind us of the 
su8erings of our Savior…in 
which the work of our 
redemp<on was so abundantly 
completed. Our redemp<on 
began from the instant of the 
adorable concep<on of the 
eternal Word in the womb of 
the Virgin, his Holy Mother, 
and it was completed in the 
passion of the Savior. This 
Sunday reminds us to prepare, 

by a holy recalling to mind of our Savior's toils and 
su8erings…considering what God has done for us and 
encourage ourselves to imitate Him. And, if it was necessary, 
as Scripture says, that the Son of God should enter into his 
glory and kingdom by a mul<tude of toils and tribula<ons, 
we are deceived if we think to enter there by any other way. 
Let us love: love our li�le su8erings and prepare ourselves 
by the considera<on of those of our Lord…Let us strive to 
die indeed to ourselves, to our inclina<ons, and to all which 
corrupts our nature, and God will enable us to live a new 
life, in his grace and in his love, in this world, and then 
forever in his glory, giving himself as the reward for our li�le 
labors." (Conferences, Exhorta<on XI, page 117 - 118)

St. Jane also helps us to consider that the passion of Jesus is 
not only about su8ering: it is ul<mately about being 
obedient to, open to, and trus<ng in Divine Providence. "It is 
a true point of the highest and most sublime perfec<on 
when we are en<rely given over, open and obedient to the 
events of divine Providence. If we indeed have surrendered 
ourselves to Providence we shall be as happy to be here as a 
hundred miles form here; and even more so, Dnding 
ourselves in Providence more of God's pleasure and less of 
our own sa<sfac<on. It would be of no consequence 
whether we be humbled or exalted, to be led by one hand or 
the other, to be in dryness, aridity, sorrow and priva<on or to 
be comforted by divine Providence and in the enjoyment of 
God. In fact, we should keep ourselves in the good hands of 
this great God like cloth in the hands of a tailor, who cuts it 
in a hundred ways for use as he pleases and as he designs, 
while it puts no hindrance in the way. So, we should endure 
to have God's powerful hand cut, hammer and chisel us just 
as God wishes, to make us a Dt stone for the adornment of 
his building." (Conference XLI, pp. 280 - 281)

As we reGect upon the passion of Jesus - the generosity of 
Jesus - the obedience of Jesus - the self-emptying of Jesus - 
it a8ords us the opportunity to examine our own passion for 
righteousness, our own generosity toward others, our own 
obedience to the will of the Father and our own willingness 
to empty ourselves so that our hearts, minds, aItudes and 
ac<ons may more faithfully reGect the love of God who 
invites us each day to con<nue the ministry of Jesus in ways 
that Dt the state and stage of life in which we Dnd ourselves.

Ar�cle obtained from: www.oblates.org

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



ST. CECILIA

Catholic Community

5632 Sunrise Dr.
Fort Myers, FL 33919
(239) 936-3635
www.saintcecilias.org

OEce Hours
Monday -Friday
8:00AM to 4:00PM

(The Parish O'ce is
closed daily from 12:00
to 1:00 PM for lunch.)

StaPed by
The Oblates of Saint
Francis de Sales

Pastor
Fr. Paul Dechant, OSFS

Parochial Vicar
Fr. Frank Hanlon, OSFS

Re�red Priest
Fr. Mike Matusz

Pastoral StaP

Business Manager
So�ris Kaklamanis

Music Director
Erin Neitzel

Administra�ve
Assistant
Juan Luis Laboy

Coordinator of
Religious Educa�on
Pa3y Kiernan

Faith Forma�on
Assistant
Francisca Pamplin

Liturgy Coordinator
Debbie Laughlin

Coordinator of Pastoral
Ministries
Elvia Arana

Marian Hall Rental
Denise Devine

Maintenace
Daxton Wellman

MHMaintenace
Mark Goense

THE KNIGHTS CORNER - PALM SUNDAY 2026
A Charity That Evangelizes. Have you ever considered joining our Council. Becoming
a Knight opens opportunities to you, from helping to support your Parish and giving
back to your community, to growing in your faith. While it is not a Knight’s
fundraiser currently you are seeing how our Council is supporting Saint Cecilia by
running the Lenten Friday Night Fish Fry.

Knights are men - like you - who just get things done. We volunteer our time to serve
our parishes and our communities, and we’ve been successful at this. By working
together, the Knights of Columbus were able to collectively donate more than $823
million and 352 million hours to worthy causes over the past >ve years.

Our Council here at Saint Cecilia meets on the second Tuesday of every month in the
Parish Hall at 7:00 PM. New members are always welcome so come see what you
have been missing as an adult Catholic Christian.

George J. Hambel CPA, Financial Secretary
gjhcpa@comcast.net

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Fort Myers (239) 334-2195

Cape Coral (239) 542-3148

PaveseLaw.com 

Construction Law | Real Estate 
Business Law | Estate Planning

Fort Myers (239) 334-2195

Cape Coral (239) 542-3148

PaveseLaw.com 
Mary Vlasak Snell Frank Pavese Jr.

Wills • Trusts • Power of Attorney • Probate • Guardianship
Special Needs • Pre/Post Nuptials  • Corporate Formation 

CLEANERS

SINCE 1975

TUNE IN

©2025 Diocesan View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40440515
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40440410
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40440415
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40440289
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40440303
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40440226
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40440705
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40440419
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40442484
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40440695
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40440698
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40440225
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40440214
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40441095
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40440425
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40440325
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=40440126

