
Mass Schedule
November through Wednesday of Holy Week
Monday - Friday ... 7:30 AM and 12:10 PM
Chapel open for Prayer
(when the Parish Office is open) 
Monday to Friday 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Reconciliation - Satuday 2:30 PM - 3:30 PM 
& During Family Adoration Thursday prior 
to Frist Friday from 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM

OUR MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of Saint Cecilia Catholic 
Community is to “Live Jesus” and to see His 
image in all people. With the Eucharist at the 
center of our lives and inspired by Scripture, 
Tradition and Community, we give honor and 
glory to God through education, example, 
prayer, service, social justice and worship.

Holy Day and Holiday Schedule: 
Schedule will vary. Check the previous weekend’s bulletin for information. 
Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM. 
The Parish Office is closed daily from Noon to 1:00 PM for lunch.   
Adoration: Adoration is this Friday, 8:00 am in the Chapel. Benediction is at 11:50 am. Family Adoration is 
held the Thursday prior to First Friday from 7:00 pm to 8:00 pm. Reconciliation is available during Family 
Adoration. 
(Bulletin available at saintcecilias.org)

FEBRUARY 15, 2026

5632 Sunrise Dr, Fort Myers, FL  33919 
phone 239 936 3635 fax 239 936 2108  

website www.saintcecilias.org  



MASS
INTENTIONS
Saturday,February 14
 4:00 PM † George Mushro
  by Sharon Mushro

Sunday, February 15
 7:30 AM St. Cecilia's Parishioners 
 9:00 AM † Tristen Stoner
  by Be�e Papke
 11:00 AM † Angelica Pabon Lora 
  by Paula Lora

Monday, February 16   
 9:00 AM † John Dunlap 
  by Mary Jo Hobbs 

 Tuesday, February 17
 7:30 AM Priests Inten�ons
 12:10 PM † Ron Nies
  by Be�e Papke

Wednesday, February 18
 7:00 AM  † Alberta Sire� 
  by Lisa Bravo & Laura Agnew
 12:10 PM † Marion Jones
  by Karen Richelsen
 7:00 PM  † Gordon Francis Ducharme
  by Pat Cox

Thursday, February 19
 7:30 AM  † Be�e Moran 
  by Richard & Sandra Leonard  
 12:10 PM † Larry Pezor
  by Pam Klaas

Friday, February 20
 7:30 AM  † John Matusz
  by Fr. Mike Matusz
 12:10 PM † James Van Dongen
  by Barbara M. Pizzolato

Saturday,February 21
 4:00 PM † Deceased Members of the Clarence  
                                Daugherity Family
  by John & Denise Devine

Sunday, February 22
 7:30 AM † Sally & William Carroll 
  by The Carroll Family 
 9:00 AM † Margaret Adams
  by Babriele Spangler
 11:00 AM Saint Cecilia's Parishioners

Scan QR Code For Daily Readings from USCCB

WELCOME
Whether you are just passing through the area or looking 
for a spiritual home, we welcome you to St. Cecilia Catholic 
Community.  We hope you find our worship environment 
hospitable and prayerful.

People o�en a�end Mass at a parish for months or years 
without officially registering. Registra�on here at St. Cecilia 
is an expression of your commitment to being an ac�ve 
member of our community.  Parish registra�on allows for 
you to receive �mely and essen�al  communica�ons 
through mail and our weekly Parish Email Update. 
Registra�ons also simplifies the process with regard to 
religious educa�on; sponsoring a sacramental candidate; 
and for the planning and prepara�on of bap�sms, 
weddings and funerals and the recep�on of Sacraments for 
homebounds such as Eucharist and Annoin�ng. Seasonal 
Parishioners are also welcomed to Register and have dual 
membership. 

Registra�on is easy and can be completed at the Parish 
Office during regular office hours or on our website:
Registra�on form (saintcecilias.org) 

Welcome to Our New Parishioners: 
Lori & Ron Slageter 

Lisa, Sergio & Valeria Ospina
Anastasia Major & Wya� Gulod
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THE SANCTUARY LAMP
In Memory of
Juan Valderrama Ocasio
By Juan Luis Laboy 

Lent
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 18, 2026, and ends prior to 
the celebra�on of the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday, 
April 2, 2026. The Lenten Season is a �me for 
prayer, fas�ng, and almsgiving as we prepare to celebrate the Paschal 
Mystery of our Faith. 

The Season of Lent has a twofold character: [1] by recalling or 
preparing for bap�sm and [2] by  penance; it disposes the faithful, 
who more diligently hear the word of God and devote themselves to 
prayer, to celebrate the paschal mystery (Cons�tu�on on the Sacred 
Liturgy, Sacrosanctum Concilium,  no. 109). 

In planning for the Season of Lent, the Triduum, and the Easter 
Season, it would be helpful to view the Seasons as a whole with the 
Parish Liturgy Commi�ee and Music Director. A per�nent 
reference for planning these Seasons is found in the Florida 2026 
Ordo: The Order of Prayer in  the Liturgy of the Hours and Celebra�on 
of the Eucharist beginning on page 61. Reference to  the Florida Ordo 
is found throughout this Lent/Easter Newsle�er.

The precept of confessing grave sins and receiving Holy Communion at 
least once during the Easter Season indeed merits a reminder to the 
faithful. To facilitate this requirement, every  Parish in the Diocese of 
Venice must be open with a confessor present on Friday, March 27, 
2026, from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and Saturday, March 28, 2026, from 
9:00 a.m. to Noon. This is the minimum requirement for all Parishes. It 
is encouraged that addi�onal �mes  for the Sacrament also be 
provided so that the faithful may find ample opportunity to receive 
God’s mercy in the Sacrament.



PENITENCIAL ACT

Near the beginning of Mass, the priest leads the 
people in the Penitential Act, in which all 
acknowledge their sins and place their trust in God’s 
mercy.

The Missal provides three options, each following 
the priest’s invitation to acknowledge sins and a 
brief period of silent reflection.
The first option is commonly called the Confiteor 
because of its first word in Latin. All together 
confess that they have sinned, while requesting the 
prayers of others. Although many Catholics strike 
their breast three times while acknowledging their 
fault, the Missal calls for only one strike.

The second option is a brief dialogue between
the priest and the people, drawn primarily from
the Book of Psalms. Of the three options, this is the 
most rarely used because not many congregations 
have learned the responses.

In the third option the priest, deacon, cantor,
or other minister leads a brief litany praising Christ 
for his actions, titles, or promises. After each 
invocation, the minister says, “Lord, have mercy” or 
“Christ, have mercy,” and all respond with the same 
appeal. The Missal provides several sample 
formulas, but the local community may compose its 
own. The litany is not about how sinful we are, but 
about how merciful Christ is.

Each option concludes with a formula of mercy
spoken by the priest. It carries the traditional title 
“absolution,” but it lacks the force of the Sacrament 
of Penance.

The Kyrie is sung or recited after the first two
options of the Penitential Act. It is absorbed into
the third.

On certain occasions (e.g., Ash Wednesday, Palm 
Sunday, Rite of Acceptance, Baptisms, and 
weddings), the Penitential Act is omitted because of 
some other ceremony taking place at the beginning 
or later in the Mass.

From: The Parts of the Mass By: Fr. Paul Turner
Other Resources by Fr. Paul Turner: 
https://paulturner.org/
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SCRIPTURE READINGS
Monday James 1:1-11 Ps. 119:67,68,71,72,75,76 Mark 8:11-13
Tuesday James 1:12-18 Ps. 94:12-15,18,19 Mark 8:14-21
Wednesday Joel 2:12-18 Ps. 51:3-6,12-14,17 
 2 Cor. 5:20-6:2 Ma�. 6:1-6,16-18
Thursday      Deut. 30:15-20 Ps. 1:1-4,6 Luke 9:22-25
Friday Isa. 58:1-9 Ps. 51:3-6,18,19 Ma�. 9:14,15
Saturday Isa. 58:9-14 Ps. 86:1-6 Luke 5:27-32
Sunday Gen. 2:7-9;3:1-7 Ps. 51:3-612,13,17
 Rom. 5:12-19 Ma�. 4:1-11
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OUR STEWARDSHIP
Our 2025 Assessmen�s .............................................................. $243,000.00
% of Goal  ........................................................................................ 123.73%
% of Households ................................................................................ 33.03%
Total Payments ......................................................................... $298,978.78
Thanks to your generosity we have made our goal for 2025.

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH
Saturday, February 14
2:30 - 3:30 pm Reconcilia�on..............................................CH

Sunday, February 15
 10:00 - 11:00 am Faith Forma�on .....................................PH
10:00 - 11:00 am Walking With Purpose ...........................PH

 Monday,February 16
12:45 pm  Rosary............................................................CH

 Tuesday, February 17
8:30 am  Men’s Gospel Forum  .........................................101
10:30 am - 12:00 pm Walking With Purpose .....................PH
 12:45 pm Rosary ...........................................................CH
7:00 - 8:00 pm Men's Gospel Forum .................................PH

Wednesday, February 18
Ash Wednesday- Fast and Abs�nence
 12:45 pm Rosary ...........................................................CH

Thursday, February 19
10:00 am - 12:00 pm Prayer Shawl Ministry ......................PH
12:45 pm    Rosary .............................................................CH
6:30 pm  Choir Rehersal ....................................................CR

Friday, February 20- Abs�nence 
8:00 am - 11:50 am Adora�on ..........................................CH
4:30 - 6:30 pm Fish Friday ................................................MH
7:00 pm Sta�ons of the Cross .....................................Church

Saturday, February 21
2:30-3:30 pm Reconcilia�on..............................................CH

Sunday, February 22 
8:00 am - 1:00 pm Lee Health Bloodmobile
8:30 - 10:30 am  Sunday Social...........................................PH
 10:00 - 11:00 am Faith Forma�on .....................................PH
10:00-11:00 am Walking With Purpose .............................PH
PH= Parish Hall CH= Chapel CR= Community Room MH=Marian Hall 
*Numeric Loca�ons indicate a Room in the Parish Hall



SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINING
Mandatory For New Volunteers
The Diocese of Venice is commi�ed to provide a safe environment for children and vulnerable 
adults.  To that end, persons working with children or visi�ng vulnerable adults, as well as any 
volunteer for any ministry, are required to be finger printed (this process includes a background 
check) and to receive training in recognizing poten�al signs of abuse. The training por�on can 
be done in your home over a PC.

For further informa�on, visit the Diocesan website at www.dioceseofvenice.org/ safeenvironment to see what is required 
before the parish can accept a volunteer into any ministry.  Any cost a volunteer incurs to complete these requirements will 
be fully reimbursed on request. Report any abuse against minors to the Florida Department of Children and Families at
 800-962- 2873.To report abuse by Diocesan personnel or volunteers also no�fy the Diocesan Vic�ms Assistance Coordinator, 
Susan Benton, at (941) 416-6114.
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Today the Responsorial Psalm tells us to “Blessed are 
they who follow the law of the Lord.” St. Francis de 
Sales elaborates on this inten�on:

How do we “follow the law of the LORD” so as to live 
well? First, we must purify all our inten�ons as far as 
we can. We must make a firm purpose to use the day 
well for the inten�on of living as best we can in 
conformity with God’s ways. An�cipate what tasks, 
transac�ons and occasions for serving God you may 
meet today. What tempta�ons will you be exposed 
to, such as anger, self-centered love, or some other 
irregulari�es? Carefully prepare yourself to avoid, 
resist, and overcome whatever might hinder you from 
authen�cally living Jesus.

To follow the law of the Lord, first make a holy 
resolu�on to grow in the love Jesus exemplified. To 
prepare yourself to put this resolu�on into prac�ce, 
ask our Savior to help you make the best use of the 
means available to you to grow in holy love, and serve 
Him. Admit that you alone cannot carry out your 
decision to avoid evil and do the good that God 
desires of you. Hold your heart in your hands and 
offer it with your good desires to Our Savior. Ask Him 
to take your heart under His protec�on and 
strengthen it so to grow in His authen�c love.

To follow the law of the Lord, train yourself to pray. 
Receive the sacraments o�en. As you perform the 
important tasks of your voca�on, never forget to 
prac�ce humility, gentleness, pa�ence, and simplicity, 
virtues that grow like flowers at the foot of the Cross.

As you care for your family with all the diligence 
required, bring these souls to love God by infusing 
good inspira�ons into their hearts. Great 
opportuni�es to serve God rarely present themselves 
but li�le ones are frequent. As you carry out your 
responsibili�es so that they give glory to God, all your 
ac�vi�es, even ea�ng, drinking, sleeping or 
recrea�on, will be done in the name of God, who 
leads you to authen�c wholeness through Jesus 
Christ.

 (Adapted from the Wri�ngs of St. Francis De Sales.)

PRAYER INTENTIONS
Please go on line (Click on Link or scan QR code below) and submit 
your prayer requests.

Enter the Person receiving the inten�ons first name, then last.

Choose what type of inten�ons you are reques�ng, i.e., a birth or 
birthday, anniversary, prayers answered or blessing received, 
physical or spiritual healing, etc.

A�er your choice is entered, enter your name and your phone 
number, (your name and number are not published).

You may also view the prayer inten�ons by holding Control & 
clicking on the Link, or simply scan the QR code.  Click here, to 
submit Prayer Inten�ons

Click here to submit your prayer inten�on

Current Prayer Inten�ons

REGULATIONS ON FASTING AND ABSTINENCE

Ash Wednesday, February 18, 2026, and Good Friday, April 3, 
2026, are days of fast and abs�nence. All Fridays of Lent are also 
days of abs�nence from meat.

Fas�ng is to be observed on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday by 
all Catholics between the ages  of 18 years and 59 years 
(inclusive). On a fast day one full meal is allowed. Two smaller 
meals,  sufficient to maintain strength, may be taken according to 
each one’s needs, but together they should not equal another full 
meal. Ea�ng between meals is not permi�ed, but liquids are 
allowed. If possible, the fast on Good Friday is to con�nue un�l 
the Easter Vigil (on Holy Saturday night) as the "paschal fast" to 
honor the suffering and death of the Lord Jesus, and to prepare 
ourselves to  share more fully and to celebrate more readily His 
Resurrec�on.

Abs�nence from meat is to be observed by all Catholics who are 
14 years of age and older on  Ash Wednesday and all Fridays of 
Lent, including Good Friday. 

Note: If a person is unable to observe the above regula�ons due to 
ill health or other serious reasons, they are urged to prac�ce other 
forms of self-denial that are suitable to their condi�on.

Fas�ng, almsgiving, and prayer are the three tradi�onal 
disciplines of Lent. The faithful and catechumens should 
undertake these prac�ces seriously in a spirit of penance and of 
prepara�on  for bap�sm or of renewal of bap�sm at Easter.

http://Click%20here%20to%20submit%20your%20prayer%20intention
http://Current%20Prayer%20Intentions


View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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ST. CECILIA

Catholic Community

5632 Sunrise Dr.
Fort Myers, FL  33919
(239) 936-363
www.saintcecilias.org

Office Hours
Monday -Friday
8:00AM to 4:00PM

(The Parish Office is 
closed daily from 12:00 
to 1:00 PM for lunch.)

Staffed by 
The Oblates of Saint 

Francis de Sales

Pastor
Fr. Paul Dechant, OSFS

Parochial Vicar
Fr. Frank Hanlon, OSFS

Re�red Priest
Fr. Mike Matusz

Pastoral Staff 

Business Manager
So�ris Kaklamanis

Music Director
Erin Neitzel

Administra�ve 
Assistant
Juan Luis Laboy

Coordinator of
Religious Educa�on
Pa�y Kiernan

Liturgy Coordinator 
Debbie Laughlin

Coordinator of Pastoral 
Ministries
Elvia Arana

Marian Hall Rental
Denise Devine 

Maintenace 
Daxton Wellman 

MH Maintenace 
Mark Goense

The Lee Health Bloodmobile will be at 
 St Cecilia.  

Sunday February 22, 2025   8:00 am to 1:00 pm.
Spend a few minutes of your time and save the life of another person. Your 
donation through the Lee Health Blood Center will stay in Lee County and 

benefit local residents and visitors in need.

THE KNIGHTS CORNER
Our Council sponsored an essay contest at St. Francis Xavier Catholic School here in Fort Myers. The 
awards were given out at the school a�er a student mass on January 30th Grandparents by Grand 
Knight Captain Ed Kiesel and Knight Phil Collins. The winners were: First Place, Carolann Nolan; $100; 
Second Place, Ella Meyer; $75 and third place, Stella Crowther; $50.

Our Council would like to congratulate our winners and thank all those students that took part 
making this a successful event for the Knights and St. Francis. Pictures from Grandparents Day can be 
found on the School’s Facebook pages and in Saint Cecilia’s church bulle�n.

Our Council here at Saint Cecilia meets on the second Tuesday of every month in the Parish Hall at 
7:00 PM. New members are always welcome so come see what you have been missing as an adult 
Catholic Chris�an.

George J. Hambel CPA

Financial Secretary, gjhcpa@comcast.net






