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Samt (Cecilia
CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

5632 Sunrise Dr, Fort Myers, FL 33919

phone 239 936 3635 fax 239 936 2108 website
www.saintcecilias.org

December 21, 2025

Join with us in welcoming
Audrey Marie and Avery Emma
to our Faith Family.

Congratulations to Eric & Leslie
on the Baptism of their
daughters, December 7, 2025.

Weekend Masses Daily Masses (Winter Schedule began Nov 1)

Saturday Vigil Mass..................... 4:00 PM November through Wednesday of Holy Week

Sunday 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM and 11:00 AM Monday - Friday .......... 7:30 AM and 12:10 PM
Reconciliation ..... Saturday, 2:30 - 3:30 PM Chapel open for Prayer when the Parish Office is open
or by appointment. Reconciliation is also Monday - Friday 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

available durinfg Family Adoration, Thursday prior | Adoration Friday 8:00 AM - Benediction 11:50 AM
to First Friday from 7:00 to 8:00 pm. First Friday 8:00 AM—Benediction 8:50 PM

Holy Day and Holiday Schedule:
Schedule will vary. Check the previous weekend’s bulletin for information.
(Bulletin available at saintcecilias.org).

Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM. The Parish Office is closed daily from Noon to 1:00 PM
for lunch.

Adoration: Friday, 8:00 am in the Chapel. Benediction is at 11:50 am. First Friday Adoration begins at 8:00
am with the Benediction at 8:50 pm. Family Adoration is held the Thursday prior to First Friday from 7:00 pm
to 8:00 pm. Reconciliation is available during Family Adoration.

Our Mission Statement

The mission of Saint Cecilia Catholic Community is to “Live Jesus” and to see His image in all people. With
the Eucharist at the center of our lives and inspired by Scripture, Tradition and Community, we give honor
and glory to God through education, example, prayer, service, social justice and worship.
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Website - www.saintcecilias.org

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20
5:00 pm Caroling in Carillon Woods
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21
8:30-10:30 am Sunday Social PH
8:00am - 1:00pm Lee Health Bloodmobile LOT
MONDAY, DECEMBER 22
12:45 pm Rosary CH
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23
8:30 am Men’s Gospel Forum 101
12:45 pm Rosary CH
7:00 pm Cursillo 104
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24
OFFICE CLOSED
12:45 pm Rosary CH
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25
OFFICE CLOSED
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26
OFFICE CLOSED
8:00 — 11:50am Adoration CH
5:30 pm Rosary CH
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28
ADVENT
SCHEDULE
2025

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE
Wednesday, Dec. 24  4:00 pm & 8:00 pm.

Thursday, Dec. 25 9:00 am and 11:00 am. Friday,
Dec. 26 9:00 am

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD (Holy
day of Obligation)

Wednesday, Dec 31 (VIGIL) 7:00 pm
Thursday, Jan 1 7:00 am and 12:10 pm.

Welcome to
2TpeE. Sunday Social,
December 21
8:30-10:30
Parish Hall

) gn(oﬁee e, dougnuts, ogels,
ut, Joqur seﬂqs&muﬁns

{ora donefion

0 rvolumeers?N %Iso have a free
raffle to register for- drawing at 10:30

We wil be off until January 4, 2026
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PREFACE

The Preface is the part of the Eucharistic Prayer
that comes between the opening dialogue and

the Holy. The priest speaks or sings the text alone.
Its begins the great prayer of thanksgiving by
mentioning some reasons why the community

gives thanks on this particular day. It is called the
“Preface” because of its introductory function.

From the earliest days of worship, all the
Eucharistic Prayers enumerated reasons for giving
thanks, but not all had a discernible separate
Preface. The Preface evolved as an expansion of the
praise given to God, tailored to a specific occasion,
and concluding in a way that led to the Holy. From
its beginnings, the Preface has been a soft place

in the Mass where the words may change from day
to day. For many centuries the Roman Catholic
Church used only one Eucharistic Prayer; even
though its basic content never changed, the Preface
was flexible. The priest had dozens of options from
which to choose. Today there are even more.
During Advent, Christmas, Lent, and Easter,

the Preface acknowledges the reasons why the
community gives thanks and praise to God during
that season of the year. Some special feast days have
their own Preface. For example, the Prefaces for

St. Joseph’s Day and Transfiguration are used only
on those occasions. On most saints’ days, the priest
uses a Preface appropriately associated with apostles,
martyrs, pastors, religious, or others who led

an exemplary life.

Whether the celebration is for Christian unity

or the dedication of a new church, for a wedding,

or a funeral, a special Preface names the reasons
why, in the midst of triumph or tragedy, the Church
still gives thanks to God today.

Our celebration of the 60th
year of the founding of St
Cecilia Catholic Community
is winding down. We will be
taking down the pole
banners the last week of the
year.

| stamt Cecilia .,

0lic Commu™

| If you would like to have
¢ one, please notify the

. office. If we have more

| interest than we have

. banners, we will have a

Y drawing for them.
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who are in need.”
(Romans 12:13)

Our 2025 assessment is $243,000

% of Goal 110.44%
% of Households 31.67%
Total Payments $261,242.49

Thanks to your generosity we have made our goal for 2025

Announcing Our 2025—2026 Season

This season we are offering three events beginning
December 4, 2025 with an inspiring, informative
' talk featuring Annie Karto,
Catholic singer and songwriter.
Registration begins
November 4, 2025
Our other two events
are scheduled for
January 22 and February 19, 2026
Registration is $28.00 per event

Join us for a three-course dinner with wine followed by
a presentation and the opportunity for community and
connectivity with other faith based-women.

For more information on speakers and to register online

please visit our website:
www.faithandwineleecounty.com

Buped ybnoay ) diyspiemeis Bulal

j % OBLATES OF
ST FRANCIS DE SALES

Today’s Gospel reminds us that like St. Joseph, we
must have confidence in God’s plan for us. God has a
plan for us that is greater than our own. St. Francis de
Sales notes:

In today’s Gospel, Joseph sees that Mary is with child. Know-
ing that it was not his child, he was ready to divorce her. But
the angel revealed to Joseph that the Holy Child was to be
Our Savior. With great peace and serenity of mind, Joseph
accepted the unexpected event that befell him. Our confi-
dence in God ought to be like St. Joseph’s.

The foundation of our trust is not in our own self, but in God.
While we may change, God remains always gentle and merci-
ful when we are weak and imperfect, as well as when we are
strong and perfect. When we have absolute trust in Our Lord,
we are like an infant on the breast of its mother. The child just
lets itself be carried and led wherever the mother wants to
take it. Similarly, we ought to have such confidence in letting
ourselves be carried when we love God’s will in all that hap-
pens to us.

Holy confidence in the goodness of God is the life of the hu-
man spirit. As we grow in love with God, we may experience
the contractions and pangs of spiritual childbirth. Yet, in the
midst of our troubles, Our Savior will guide us on our way no
matter how difficult it may be. Let us think of the words of our
gentle Savior: “When a woman gives birth she is in great dis-
tress, but after the birth she forgets the suffering of the past
because a child is born to her.” Our souls ought to give birth
to the dearest Child that one could wish for. It is Jesus whom
we must form and bring to birth in ourselves. The Child is well
worth whatever we endure. How happy we would be if we
devoted all our efforts to accomplishing God’s will for us. We
would obtain from God’s goodness all that we could possibly
desire and need, a new invigorating life. A holy rebirth in
Christ!

ATTENTION PARISHIONERS

Have you moved ? Gotten Married ??
Changed your phone number or email ?

If so, or if you have made any other changes that will
affect how we communicate with you and your family,
please let us know. Just call the office at 239 936 3635

x 110 or email : jlaboy@saintcecilias.net
Thank you

nator, Susan Benton, at (941) 416 - 6114.

Safe Environment Training Is Mandatory For New Volunteers

The Diocese of Venice is committed to provide a safe environment for children and vul-
nerable adults. To that end, persons working with children or visiting vulnerable adults, as
well as any volunteer for any ministry, are required to be fingerprinted (this process in-
cludes a background check) and to receive training in recognizing potential signs of
& abuse. The training portion can be done in your home over a PC.

For further information, visit the Diocesan website at www.dioceseofvenice.org/
safeenvironment to see what is required before the parish can accept a volunteer into any
ministry. Any cost a volunteer incurs to complete these requirements will be fully reimbursed
on request. Report any abuse against minors to the Florida Department of Children and Families at 800-962-
2873. To report abuse by Diocesan personnel or volunteers also notify the Diocesan Victims Assistance Coordi-



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LvlxG1PgRxxBEuqutvVs8js1INqPIZ5eBD5ApOL141zLdMSTVfFyRhlrjaahl9klRYKXyfZdbuNPdT0WKpz8713W9yUG4bOKcbCHY19Plz4Q5F74_an5vf-pPLWxsiTNHkEFOU5vwnedxNVhFhz2Y93WMFrFNh942u4RuzUObmsTP5rtDFjzxBVWD0NYzwjBz-7H6tuDocs=&c=sSgX6WUONATPBCrAEb5YB
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LvlxG1PgRxxBEuqutvVs8js1INqPIZ5eBD5ApOL141zLdMSTVfFyRhlrjaahl9klRYKXyfZdbuNPdT0WKpz8713W9yUG4bOKcbCHY19Plz4Q5F74_an5vf-pPLWxsiTNHkEFOU5vwnedxNVhFhz2Y93WMFrFNh942u4RuzUObmsTP5rtDFjzxBVWD0NYzwjBz-7H6tuDocs=&c=sSgX6WUONATPBCrAEb5YB
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*’)/hether you are just passing through the area or look-
=) ing for a spiritual home, we welcome you to St. Cecilia
Catholic Community. We hope you find our worship

fm environment hospitable and prayerful.

People often attend Mass at a parish for months or
years without officially registering. Registration here at St. Cecilia is an
expression of your commitment to being an active member of our com-
munity. Parish registration also simplifies the process with regard to
religious education; sponsoring a sacramental candidate; and for the
planning and preparation of baptisms, weddings and funerals.

Registration is easy and can be completed at the Parish Office during
regular office hours or on our website:

Registration form (saintcecilias.orq)

Welcome our New Parishioners

Scripture Readings For the Week
Monday 1 Sam 1:24-28 1 Sam 2:1-8 Luke 1:46-56
Tuesday Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24 Ps 25:4-14 Luke 1:57-66
Wednesday Isaiah 62:1-5 Ps 89:4-29
Acts 13:16-17, 22-25 Matt 1:1-25
Thursday Isaiah 62:1-5 Ps 89:4-29
Acts 13:16-17, 22-25 Matt 1:1-25
Friday Acts 6:8-10, 7:54-59 Ps 31:3-17 Matt 10:17-22
Saturday 1 John 1:1-4 Ps 97:1-12 John 20:1a and 2-8.
Sunday Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 Ps 128:1-5 Col 3:12-21
Matt 2:13-+15, 19-23

We need your help!

St Cecilia needs volunteers to serve at
our Sunday Masses, especially 7:30 am
and 9:00 am. If you can spare some time to

A

help out, it would be greatly appreciated.
- a m Even just one weekend a month can make a
n’ » FFNNEAF big difference.
b L ‘

USHERS and ALTAR SERVERS are needed.

Prayer Intentions

Please go on line (Click on Link or scan QR code below) and submit
your prayer requests. Enter the Person receiving the intentions first
name, then last. Choose what type of intentions you are requesting, i.e.,
a birth or birthday, anniversary, prayers answered or blessing received,
physical or spiritual healing, etc. After your choice is entered, enter your
name and your phone number, (your name and number are not pub-
lished). You may also view the prayer intentions.

To view the list, hold Control & click on the Link or scan the QR code.
Click here, to submit Prayer Intentions

Current Prayer Intentions

Intentions [TV ~ Week

Saturday
4:00 PM

Sunday
7:30 AM

9:00 AM
11:00 AM
Monday,
7:30 AM
12:10 PM

Tuesday,
7:30 AM
12:10 PM

Wednesday,
4:00 PM
8:00 PM

Thursday,
9:00 AM

11:00 PM

Friday,

9:00 AM

Saturday
4:00 PM

Sunday
7:30 AM
9:00 AM

11:00 AM

for Daily Readings from USCCB

Mass &5 for the

DEC 20

T Ann Forester by Jeanne & Claire

DEC 21

Christmas Blessings for Fr Paul,

Fr Frank and Fr Mike by Claire

St Cecilia Parishioners

Chris Smolder by Mary Jo Hobbs

DEC 22

Priest’s Intention

TMargaret Stringer

by Ginger McHale

DEC 23

1Chris Hall by Kearney & Barb Hall

1 Jacks & Hanlon Family

by Rosemary Hanlon

DEC 24

St Cecilia Parishioners

St Cecilia Parishioners

DEC 25

St Cecilia Parishioners

St Cecilia Parishioners

DEC 26

1 Paul Lambert

by Barbara Lambert

DEC 27

1 Mario Patrizi

by Dave & Jane Herrington

DEC 28

TChris Hall by Kearney & Barb Hall

1 Marie Boutwell

by Frank and Julie Richards

1 Paul Hobbs by Mary Jo Hobbs
Scan QR code

Jhe Sanctuary Zamp

In Memory of
Jerry Olinl

By The Olin Family


N:/Rich's Folder/Registration form Rev 06 23.pdf
https://forms.gle/RooMzBZVvisXzdBs8
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdgu9v4kBeg76EBNPxebkO28ao3nGOZ2rebfeyA3wdGLzs5hQ/viewform
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mr2Ape3L4EHXXTXAWvnCDIDOxxseqxlH/view

WE WILL BE DISTRIBUTING COMPLIMENTARY COPIES OF

MATTHEW KELLY’S BOOK, THE FORGOTTEN WAY, AFTER

ALL THE CHRISTMAS MASSES.

FROM
SAINT CECILIA
CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
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The Officers, Directors and Members of the Knights of Columbus,

KINIGHTS The Knight's
OF COLUMBUS Corner

:. Council 13483, here at Saint Cecilias, would like to wish everyone in

our Saint Cecilia Community a very Merry and Blessed Christmas.

Our Council here at Saint Cecilias meets on the second Tuesday of eve-

ry month in the Parish Hall at 7:00 PM. New members are always wel-

| Jcome so come see what you have been missing as an adult Catholic

George |. Hambel CPA Financial Secretary, gihcpa@comcast.net

52 STORIES Bill & Sarah Vosney

Bill, Heather and myself came to St Cecilia’s Catholic Community in 1975. Here we be-
came a part of the warmth that only a church shows when it truly “Lives Jesus”. From
the time the Cantor says to welcome one another to that final handshake with Father as
we leave Mass a true feeling of warmth that no one can miss is visible As we share the
meal of the Eucharist, we as ministers see the light in your eyes and the smiles on your
faces as you take the Body & Blood of Christ. Over our 50 years at St Cecilia, God has
blessed us with great and caring Priests, from Father Neff to our beloved Priests Fr.
Paul, Fr. Frank and Fr Stan. May we all exude the warmth of our community as a sign
to others that we have spent time with our God’s Goodness, Kindness & Love.

ff L. /@ Joyfully, we announce that Maggie, Our Youth Ministry
e @=§, Coordinator, welcomed a baby boy, Roger, just after

uoneziebueaz ybnoayy diyspiems

Thanksgiving!

We share in her happiness and keep her family in our prayers.
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1 H} a O 7 At the same time, Maggie has decided not to return fo her
Q o @ ¢ position at the parish. Therefore, we are now seeking a quali-
3 b @ Y + fied successor to continue leading this important ministry. If
2 you know of any individuals who may be a good fit, please
iy *QQQQ“C encourage them to contact the parish office for more infor-
mation.

Christian. '

&

ol G
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St. cecilia will

conlinue lo serve.

et T = o Donate Online at:
r_ v "' hrid) www.SaintCecilias.org/Donate-Registration
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m " y “Tie Bort Sergoonss e he Joint”
/[ ()/ / () A DAV"L)o[c':all.i‘:’:gshmnerDO
Regenerative Treatments, Robotic Surgery
Anterior Total hip

Fellowship Trained J’ofm chlamut Onhvpuedu: Surgeon,

( L ¢ 2 Specializing in Hips, Knees and Showlders
( [ / 10 C/5 m (239) 337—2003 Ext. 9819 Pre K-3 through Grade 8

www;omhmpl’nnl com 239.334.7707
7331 College Parkway, Suite 300, Fon Mye: wwWw. SlFranc-sForlMyors org
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, Get this bulletln emailed to Compliments of: VN 4 breakfast

; N You every week. The W—»; :.1+::'

Simply go to % John Dickey ﬁm’%'

www.DM.CHURCH/4044...0r scan =) : Fami l Good Times, Great Food
DISCOVERMASS Y Sunday - Church Day

Bring Your Bulletin,
$1.00 Donated For Each

ADVERTISE -.- Meal to Education Fund
H ERE M' 230-27;7:‘5:.- Fax: 239-274-3663

e ? e o

Pooted in Catol kadion, Bistop Vet echcates | 4820 Cleveland Ave. - FL Myers
| e mines and heats ot o students i an lvovetve,

Promote your Business Zurutmte e ditidutinbbe, IN LOVING
AND Support your Parish. mﬂum" MEMORY OF
Jeff Blair
Give us a call! 800-292-9111 Avery Murphy
REERITEIn @ Green Schoenfeld & Kyle LLP
Home Made Pari ATTORNEYS AT LAW
Sausage myParish Kevin A. Kyle
»Y & Mozzarella | The App fO‘ Florida Board Certified Wills, Trusts & Estates Attoney
Hot & Cold Catering || JEICRUCRSTE, | l’ay 1380 R T‘;“fa Bs:rd Q; f:d ? A: - FL 33919
- . oyal Falm uare biva. ' rorc Myers,
USDA Choice Cuts www.myParishApp.eom

Beef, Pork, Veal & Poultry 239-936-7200 kevinkyle@gskattorneys.com

12326 Cleveland Ave. ‘ ;;.S;:Q G.:;.;; A praduate of St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church School & Bishop Vesot Catholic High School
Fort Myers, FL 33907 www.gskattorneys.com

No Dental Insurance?

CI? Dr. Andrew Frey and his dental team provide affordable, comprehensive dental care
exclusively to Uninsured Adults in the Fort Myers area.

o Dr. Andrew Frey, D.D.S. \
- License Numbery 22529 (\ (239) 437'8900)

9131 College Parkway 150, Fort Myers, FL 33919
g e . Ty B o o e 3 Thank You For

79 TB59 | sk

. Adult Exams & X-Rays C°'“P"me“ta’V Emergency Exam & X-Ray

; . : mmomy ‘o Set 5 ; mmmunly |

' 1 ,‘ ' Excludes gum disease & patients withinsurance. . ©  Opinion ©  Excludes patients with insurance. |
o L eteoomeivibayotede | | sttty

©2025 Diocesan View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com




MARY V. PALUMBO

Construction Law | Real Estate r 0 6
Business Law | Estate Planning ~ ( 'b |"|OL2
P AVEE‘E—" - _ FAMILY LAW
LAW FIRM | Rana Holz
s et 00 ) -3 UNIVERSITY Board Certified in Marital
& Family Law
Fort Myers (239) 334.2195 —A— 1375 Jackson St., Ste. 304
 Cape Coral (239) 5425148 —— Fort Myers, FL 33901
| PavessLawicom (239) 332-3400 - Www.FLAFAMILYLAW.com
OM/RADIO Karen Terbenche, reaLToR®

PA, ACCRS, CDPE | Parishioner

Your Friendly and Caring Attorney

CelliText 239.691,6169 | Office 239.542.1075

.SmilesByDocFord.com

ambridge Manor Pl, Fort Myers, FL 33907

1| Business & Individual

i kterbenche@teamaubuchon.com
T
£ 20+ Years Bxiestecsca {JWE STAR
239-768-6898 il 2014-2023 4
6150 Diamond Centre Ct.
A ! Suite 1102
h A - Fort Myers, FL 33912 #
- 1 FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION
' « | EdisonAutoService | We Cater and Deliver! 590-9994
; "| Full Se -R
Ford i | Dentistry | Fui senice - Repar Ot oo
General. Aesthetic. Implant. ‘ 28 Mildred Dr. ‘ T
(239) 936-5252 = p—

THOMAS POSTON

Income Tax
athc g s — 239-201-7575 /e
Orac - 239-689-3082 St.John J0UN Paishioners  EISES
0 a om/go 'romcmtzzanomm.cou s e m
oo StateFarm | T T +% DIFILIPPO & PICA
Larry D. Snider CUIPSF - ATTORNEYS AT LAW
e Ml v B Personal | Criminal | Civil
Call Me Today Injury Defense ' Litigation
239-561-8599
larry.snider.szyS@statefarm.com 239-420-5472 | www.DPLawFL.com
12995 S. Cleveland Ave. * Suite 103B | Fort Myers, FL 33907 Because Bad Thi
T R e e Happen to Good People Too
6843 Porto Fingacglislc (239) 437-1197 C on Si d er
(1ot THE WARNOCK LAW GROUP 5
www.WarnockLawGroup.com g
Wills « Trusts « Power of Attorney » Probate « Guardianship Your PariSh in
Special Needs « Pre/Post Nuptials « Corporate Formation <
FREE INI‘HAL CONSULTATION o Your Will
R Eairks Plariing S oW e ) )
SCOTT A. CUMMINGS, ESQ. For further information,
][” f "'“‘“{/] ‘7/3""7? F agd - [T please call the parish office.
Mitchell Dentistry
» W 283 Coralwood ’i‘ t Gl
- James A Mitchell, DDS
; DERMATOLOGY Yolanda F Mitchell, DDS
. 2125 S.E. 16th Pl. « Cape Coral, FL 33990 l JOSGP: 'r’l':;tc"e“ DDS
N ‘ arishioners
5 M ed:r; /‘;:"‘t réfr:‘:t':f (239) 939- 5556 | www.MitchellDentist.com
PR alfSurgica ogist Cosmetic * Implant « Restorative * Family
7R 239.458.1131 » Fax: 239.458.7789 32 Barkley Circle, Fort Myers, FL 33907
iocesan View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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