
 

Weekend Masses 

 Saturday Vigil Mass .................... 4:00 PM 

 Sunday 7:30 AM,  9:00 AM and 11:00 AM 

Reconciliation ..... Saturday, 2:30 -  3:30 PM 

or by appointment.  Reconciliation is also 
available during Family Adoration, Thursday prior 
to First Friday from 7:00 to 8:00 pm. 

 

Holy Day and Holiday Schedule:  

Schedule will vary. Check the previous weekend’s bulletin for information.  

(Bulletin available at saintcecilias.org). 

Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM. The Parish Office is closed daily from Noon to 1:00 PM 
for lunch.    

Adoration:  Friday, 8:00 am in the Chapel.  Benediction is at 11:50 am. First Friday Adoration begins at 8:00 
am with the Benediction at 8:50 pm.  Family Adoration is held the Thursday prior to First Friday from 7:00 pm 
to 8:00 pm.  Reconciliation is available during Family Adoration. 

Our Mission Statement 

The mission of Saint Cecilia Catholic Community is to “Live Jesus” and to see His image in all people. With 

the Eucharist at the center of our lives and inspired by Scripture, Tradition and Community, we give honor 

and glory to God through education, example, prayer, service, social justice and worship. 

5632 Sunrise Dr, Fort Myers, FL  33919  

phone 239 936 3635 fax 239 936 2108  website  www.saintcecilias.org   

November 23, 2025 

CELEBRATING 60 YEARS !    

1965 -2025 

Looking back with gratitude, 

 ahead with hope,  

Living Jesus now and forever. 

Daily Masses  (Winter Schedule began Nov 1) 

November through Wednesday of Holy Week 

 Monday - Friday ……….7:30 AM and 12:10 PM 

Chapel open for Prayer when the Parish Office is open  

Monday - Friday 8:00 AM -  4:00 PM  

Adoration   Friday 8:00 AM - Benediction 11:50 AM 

  First Friday 8:00 AM—Benediction 8:50 PM 
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SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER 22 
   5:15 pm  Volunteer Dinner    MH 
SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER 23 
8:30 - 10:30 am Sunday Social    PH 
9:00 - 11:00 am Family Faith Formation   PH 
10:00 am  Walking with Purpose   PH 
MONDAY,   NOVEMBER 24 
 
TUESDAY,   NOVEMBER 25 
   8:30 am  Men’s Gospel Forum  101 
 12:45 pm  Rosary      CH 
   7:00 pm  Cursillo      PH 
WEDNESDAY,  NOVEMBER 26 
 12:45 pm  Rosary      CH 
   7:00 pm  Walking with Purpose   PH 
THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER 27 
  Happy Thanksgiving 
  OFFICE CLOSED 
FRIDAY,    NOVEMBER 28 
  OFFICE CLOSED 
  Mass at 9:00 am.   
8:00 –  8:50am Adoration    CH 
9:45 –11:50am Adoration    CH 
   5:30 pm  Rosary     CH 
SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER 29 
SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER 30 

St. Cecilia wants to say Thank you to those who sponsored Casino Night 

Mitchell Dentistry    Pat & Laura Agnew 

Dr. Blaise Kovaz, MD, FACOG  -  Premier Women’s Care of SW Fla. 

      The Petrucci Family     Larry Snider State Farm Agency  

Gulfcoast Coin & Jewelry   Acqua Bella Pool Service   

South Trail Tire & Auto Repair 

Imagine you’re with a group of friends swapping stories about recent 
trips. But each of you brings a written copy for everyone else. When 
it’s your turn, you don’t tell the story while everyone listens. Instead, 
everybody pulls out your written account and reads along with you 
while you speak. Sound like fun? Sorry, that’s not how we tell sto-
ries. Listening is an art as rich as reading. We still do it in class-
rooms, seminars, phone conversations and the living room. Lively 
interaction between speaker and listener means the speaker pro-
claims ideas and the listener gives attention. In that low-tech com-
munication, human beings connect. The proclamation of Scripture 
recaptures the age-old art of speaking and listening. God’s presence 
appears in the assembly as word. In actively listening to the Word of 
God, as we naturally do in conversation, we open our hearts to won-
der. Technology has made the mass production of written materials 
more available now than ever. With little effort, Scripture readings 
can be placed in the hands of every worshiper. Advocates of this 
practice say it permits the worshiper to use sight, not just hearing. 

However, it’s like having everyone read your trip story while you tell 
it. It can let the air out. The event requires both the proclamation of 
the reader and the eagerness of listeners. Hearing the word together 
bonds and expresses our community. If everyone reads the text 
silently, we become individuals again, with noses in our laps and 
faces turned down from one another. We’ll hear the Word of God 
with better attention if we prepare. Worshipers can read the texts 
prior to coming to Mass and pray over them throughout the week 
before. We may also discuss them with family and friends. Then our 
ears will be open to listen attentively to the Word of God. All eyes 
will be fixed on the one who reads. And our hearts will be joined as 
one body of believers. When the divine word resounds in our as-
sembly—heads up! And listen. 

Hearing Scripture 

Praying the Liturgy of the Hours 

The Liturgy of the Hours, also known as the Divine Office or the 
Work of God (Opus Dei), is the daily prayer of the Church, marking 
the hours of each day and sanctifying the day with prayer.  The 
Hours are a meditative dialogue on the mystery of Christ, using 
scripture and prayer.”  

If you are interested in joining with other 
parishioners in praying Morning Prayer at     
9 AM and/or Evening Prayer at 5 PM in the 
parish chapel Monday through Friday, please 
contact Rich Garcia at 239 936 3635 x 110 
by November 30th and also indicate if you are 

willing to lead the prayer. 

Use the QR code to learn about 
the Liturgy of the Hours. 

SILENCE IN THE CHAPEL 

One of the things about St. Cecilia which draws 
people to our parish is the “community feeling” 
people get when they arrive and are warmly 
greeted and welcomed as they enter and can 
catch up with other parishioners. It is a 
wonderful thing! Yet it can be a bit loud and 
distracting, especially for someone who needs 
some quiet time to commune with the Lord in 
prayer before Mass begins.  

Beginning the first Sunday of Advent, 
November 30, 2025 in order to provide a quiet 
space for those who want to silently pray 
before mass and also a space for the 
exuberant welcoming which is so much a part 
of St. Cecilia, I ask that the left/south wing of 
the church building (where the weekday chapel 
is located) be kept as a “quiet” section before 
Mass begins to provide that space for those 
who seek it while the rest of the church building 
can be used for greeting, catching up, telling 
stories, hugging, etc.  

Thank you for your cooperation.  

Fr. Paul 
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Safe Environment Training Is Mandatory  For New Volunteers  

 The Diocese of Venice is committed to provide a safe environment for children and vul-
nerable adults. To that end, persons working with children or visiting vulnerable adults, as 
well as any volunteer for any ministry, are required to be fingerprinted (this process in-
cludes a background check) and to receive training in recognizing potential signs of 
abuse. The training portion can be done in your home over a PC. 

 For further information, visit the Diocesan website at www.dioceseofvenice.org/
safeenvironment to see what is required before the parish can accept a volunteer into any 
ministry.  Any cost a volunteer incurs to complete these requirements will be fully reimbursed 

on request. Report any abuse against minors to the Florida Department of Children and Families at 800-962-
2873. To report abuse by Diocesan personnel or volunteers also notify the Diocesan Victims Assistance Coordi-
nator, Susan Benton, at (941) 416 - 6114. 

 

 

In his letter to the Colossians, St. Paul reminds us that we have 
been made worthy to come into the kingdom of Jesus through 
his death on the cross and his rising to new life.  

Jesus is the center of God’s plan of creation: “All were created through 
him, and for him. He is before all else that is.” Jesus is the “image of 
the invisible God,” an obvious reference to Adam’s creation in God’s 
image. Jesus, then, is the ideal human being; he shows us our real 
potential as human beings because of God’s great love. 

Jesus is also the agent of redemption, the new creation. As he was the 
firstborn of all creatures, Jesus is also the firstborn from the dead. As 
all things were created in him, so he reconciles everything in his per-
son. Today we acclaim him head of the Church and ruler of the uni-
verse. 

The Gospel reading reminds us that Jesus is King, and his throne is 
the cross. His kingship is one of love and sacrifice, not power and do-
minion. 

While we join the Church in acclaiming Jesus as King, the Gospel re-
minds us that Jesus’ reign is ultimately exercised in the mind and heart 
of each believer. Like the thief on the cross, each of us must recognize 
Jesus in faith. Like him, our prayer at the moment of death can be: 
“Jesus, remember me when you enter upon your reign.” And Jesus, 
our redeemer and Lord, will respond with loving compassion: “This day 
you will be with me in paradise.” 

But we have work to do now for the building up of Jesus’ kingdom. His 
kingdom is one of justice and peace for every person. Every person, 
regardless of race or creed or economic status, possesses dignity as 
an image of God. Everyone has a right and a responsibility to contrib-
ute his or her talents in the making of human society. 

As faithful disciples of Jesus, you and I are asked to treat everyone 
with reverence and help them to recognize and respect their own digni-
ty as an image of God. We can also make efforts to help transform our 
society to be more just and less violent. 

May Jesus be King for us – the center of our hearts. May he transform 
us more completely in his image, so that we are better able to see his 
image in one another and in everyone we meet. 

O God, when I have food, help me to 

remember the hungry;   

When I have work, help me to remember the 

jobless ; 

When I have a home, help me to remember those who have do not. ;  

When I am without pain, help me to remember those who suffer, and 

remembering, help me to destroy my complacency; bestir my 

compassion, and be concerned enough to help, by word and deed, those 

who cry out for what we take for granted. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LvlxG1PgRxxBEuqutvVs8js1INqPIZ5eBD5ApOL141zLdMSTVfFyRhlrjaahl9klRYKXyfZdbuNPdT0WKpz8713W9yUG4bOKcbCHY19Plz4Q5F74_an5vf-pPLWxsiTNHkEFOU5vwnedxNVhFhz2Y93WMFrFNh942u4RuzUObmsTP5rtDFjzxBVWD0NYzwjBz-7H6tuDocs=&c=sSgX6WUONATPBCrAEb5YB
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LvlxG1PgRxxBEuqutvVs8js1INqPIZ5eBD5ApOL141zLdMSTVfFyRhlrjaahl9klRYKXyfZdbuNPdT0WKpz8713W9yUG4bOKcbCHY19Plz4Q5F74_an5vf-pPLWxsiTNHkEFOU5vwnedxNVhFhz2Y93WMFrFNh942u4RuzUObmsTP5rtDFjzxBVWD0NYzwjBz-7H6tuDocs=&c=sSgX6WUONATPBCrAEb5YB


 

In Memory of  
 

Willie Mae DeFee 
 

by Jim & Susan DeFee 

Saturday  NOV 22 

 4:00 PM † Joe Hanlon  

  by Dave & Jane Herrington 

Sunday   NOV 23 

 7:30 AM St Cecilia Parishioners 

 9:00 AM † Frank & Peggy Smith  

  by Rosalie Decker  

 11:00 AM † Mary Bernadette Boonstra  

  by Mary Jo Hobbs  

Monday,   NOV 24 

 7:30  AM Priest’s Intention 

 12:10 PM † Robbie Dillon by Mary Zalud  

Tuesday,  NOV 25 

 7:30 AM Robert James Yuzuik  

  by Bob and Terry Yuzuik 

 12:10 PM † George Mushro by Irene Walsh 

 Wednesday,  NOV 26 

 7:30 AM † George Chatley  

  by Nancy Zavada 

 12:10 PM † Fr Stan Dombrowski  

  by Nancy Zavada 

Thursday,   NOV 27 

 9:00 AM † Fr Stan Dombrowski  

  By Joe & Teresa Mitchell 

Friday,   NOV 28 

 9:00 AM Joan McGarry by Pat Benedict 

 12:10 PM † Arthur C Mager  

  by Barbara Pizzolato 

Saturday  NOV 29 

 4:00 PM Happy 90th Birthday  

  to Dave Herrington  

  by Jane Herrington and Family 

Sunday   NOV 30 

 7:30 AM † Dick Sardinha by Susan Sardinha 

 9:00 AM St Cecilia Parishioners 

 11:00 AM † Jack Kilmartin by his children 

Scan QR code  

for Daily Readings  from USCCB 

Whether you are just passing through the area or look-
ing for a spiritual home, we welcome you to St. Cecilia 
Catholic Community. We hope you find our worship   
environment hospitable and prayerful. 

 

     People often attend Mass at a parish for months or 
years without officially registering. Registration here at St. Cecilia is an 
expression of your commitment to being an active member of our com-
munity. Parish registration also simplifies the process with regard to 
religious education; sponsoring a sacramental candidate; and for the 
planning and preparation of baptisms, weddings and funerals. 

Registration is easy and can be completed at the Parish Office during 
regular office hours or on our website:      

Registration form (saintcecilias.org) 

Welcome our New Parishioners 

John & Angela Schaefer 

Prayer Intentions  
Please go on line (Click on Link or scan QR code below) and submit 
your prayer requests. Enter the Person receiving the intentions first 
name, then last. Choose what type of intentions you are requesting, i.e., 
a birth or birthday, anniversary, prayers answered or blessing received, 
physical or spiritual healing, etc. After your choice is entered, enter your 
name and your phone number, (your name and number are not pub-
lished).     You may also view the prayer intentions.  

To view the list, hold Control & click on the Link or scan the QR code.         
Click here, to submit Prayer Intentions 

                                        Current Prayer Intentions 
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Scripture Readings For the Week  

Monday  Daniel 1:1-6, 8-20  Daniel 3:52-56  Luke 21:1-4 

Tuesday   Daniel 2:31-45  Daniel 3:57-61  Luke 21:5-11 

Wednesday  Daniel 5:1-28  Daniel 3:62-67  Luke 21:12-19 

Thursday  Sir 50:22-24  Ps 145:2-11  1Cor 1:3-9  Luke 17:11-19 

Friday  Daniel 7:2-14  Daniel 3:75-81  Luke 21:29-33 

Saturday   Daniel 7:15-27  Daniel 3:82-87  Luke 21:34-36 

Sunday          Isaiah 2:1-5  Ps 122:1-9 Rom 13:11-14  Matt 24:37-44 

N:/Rich's Folder/Registration form Rev 06 23.pdf
https://forms.gle/RooMzBZVvisXzdBs8
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdgu9v4kBeg76EBNPxebkO28ao3nGOZ2rebfeyA3wdGLzs5hQ/viewform
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H3oSVku3INojAdURo7Wbo2W1oVtpcD6m/view
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Attention Potential Christmas Ringers  

We need a few more helping hands to help us ring the handbells for Christmas 

Eve.  We need three more people to join us in ringing so we can play our 

Christmas songs.  YOU will be just perfect for the task !  

 

Please stop and see Erin at the piano after Mass, or email her at 

eneitzelt@saintcecilias.net It will take a few short rehearsals and you can help us 

ring in the joy !  Bells will be played at the Christmas Eve mass at 8:00 pm. 
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The Knight’s  

Corner 
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Staffed by the Oblates of 
Saint Francis de Sales 

 

 

 

 

 

Fr. Paul Dechant OSFS  
Pastor 

 

Fr. Francis J. Hanlon, 
OSFS 

Parochial Vicar 
 

Fr. Mike Matusz 
Retired Priest 

 
Pastoral Staff 

 

Elvia Arana 
Coordinator of Pastoral 

Ministry 
 

Denise Devine  
Marian Hall Rentals 

 
Rich Garcia 

Administrative Assistant 
 

Mark Goense 
Marian Hall Maintenance 

 
Patty Kiernan 

Coordinator of  
Religious Education  

 
Sotiris Kaklamanis 

Business Administrator 
 

Debbie Laughlin 
Coordinator of Worship 

 
Erin Neitzelt 

Coordinator of Music 
 

Maggie Remek 
Youth Coordinator 

 
Daxton Wellman 

Maintenance 

52 STORIES    Tuesday Shannon 
My first Mass at St. Cecilia’s was also Father Tom Murphy’s first Mass in 1994. At the time, I was a member 

of Resurrection Parish and had come to attend Mass with a colleague. I still recall the warm applause when 

Father Tom announced there would be no more second collections—a joyful moment that soon led me to 

make St. Cecilia’s my spiritual home. 

Years later, I was present for Father Stan’s first Mass. As Father Tom introduced him, Father Stan stepped 

from the sacristy and humorously remarked, “I’m here to break up the Irish mafia of Murphy, Devlin, and Doyle.” 

The congregation’s laughter marked the beginning of what became a treasured friendship and many years of 

faith-filled ministry together. 

With Father Stan and Father Devlin’s guidance, we helped form a young adults’ social group that fostered 

lasting friendships and a deeper sense of parish community. In the years that followed, Father Stan remained 

a constant presence in my family’s life—officiating at our wedding and baptizing our children, even while we 

lived abroad. 

Since returning to Fort Myers in 2016, I have been blessed to serve the parish as a Faith Formation assistant 

and later to help develop the Marian Hall rental program. Although I stepped away in 2024 to focus on family 

and community service, I remain active with Sunday Social. My husband, John, serves as an usher at the 4 

p.m. Vigil Mass, while our children, Emi and John IV, continue to share their gifts through music and ministry 

during college. 

For more than thirty years, St. Cecilia’s has been a source of faith, friendship, and grace for our family.   Our 
connection to St. Cecilia’s—and the people who have shaped it—continues to be one of the greatest bless-

ings of our family’s life.   Tuesday (Warmka) Shannon 

On November 2,2025, our Council hosted an All Saints Day hot dog, chips and beverage event for 
the children enrolled in Saint Cecilia’s religious education program and their families. Knight Jeff 
Kiesel coordinated the program with the help of other Knights from our Council. A good time was 
had by all  !!         Our Council here at Saint Cecilia meets on the second Tuesday of every month in 
the Parish Hall at 7:00 PM. New members are always welcome so come see what you have been 
missing as an adult Catholic Christian. 

George J. Hambel CPA    Financial Secretary, gjhcpa@comcast.net  

We are going Caroling !!!  COME AND JOIN US 

Sunday, December 7 we will entertain the residents of 

Cedarbrook Rehab Center at 2:00 and the residents of  

Merrill Gardens at Barkley Place at 3:00 pm. 

And on December 20 we are walking through Carillon Woods  

and, afterwards back at the Church, we will share hot cocoa and 
cookies in the Community Room. 

 
Don’t Miss the FUN !!   



 



 


