Phone 239-936-3635

Fax: 239-936-2108
November 20, 2022

“Stewardship is the Grateful Response of a Christian Disciple Who
Recognizes and Receives God’s Gifts and Shares These Gifts in Love of
God and Neighbor.”

Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigil Mass..................... 4:00 PM
Sunday 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM and 11:00 AM
Reconciliation ..... Saturday, 3:00 - 3:30 PM
.................................... or by appointment

Daily Masses
November through Wednesday of Holy Week

Monday - Friday ……….7:30 AM and 12:10 PM
Chapel open for Prayer when the Parish Office is open
Monday - Friday 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Adoration Friday 8:00 AM - Benediction 11:50 AM

Holy Day and Holiday Schedule: Schedule may vary according to Holy Day. Check the previous weekend’s
bulletin for information.
Parish Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM..
The Parish Office is closed daily from Noon to 1:00 PM for lunch.

Our Mission Statement
The mission of Saint Cecilia Catholic Community is to “Live Jesus” and to see His image in all people. With
the Eucharist at the center of our lives and inspired by Scripture, Tradition and Community, we give honor and
glory to God through education, example, prayer, service, social justice and worship.

Website - www.saintcecilias.org
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The Week Ahead
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20
8:30 AM Coffee and Donuts
A/B
9:00 AM Knights of Columbus Corporate
Communion
9:30 AM FFF & Youth
A,B, 203-204
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 21
1:00 PM Lunch Bunch
MH
12:45 PM Rosary
CH
5:30 PM Rosary for peace in Ukraine
CH
6:00 PM OCIA
101
6:00 PM Boy Scout Troop 316
102
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 22
8:30 AM Men's Gospel Forum
103-104
12:45 PM Rosary
CH
5:30 PM Rosary for peace in Ukraine
CH
6:30 PM Children’s Choir
C,CR
7:00 PM Adult Choir
C,CR
7:00 PM Knights of Columbus
PH
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 23
OFFICE CLOSED
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 24
OFFICE CLOSED
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 25
OFFICE CLOSED
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 26
OFFICE CLOSED

SUNDAY , NOVEMBER 27
8:30 AM
Coffee and Donuts

A/B
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On this Feast of Christ the King, our readings show us that we
serve the greatest of Kings, who is at the same time the humblest of Kings. Christ is the perfect model of servant leadership.
And what an indescribable privilege that He has called us to be
servant leaders — stewards in the work of advancing His Kingdom.
In our second reading, from St. Paul’s letter to the Colossians,
Paul describes the great power and dignity that characterize
Christ the King. “All things were created through him and for
him. He is before all things and in him all things hold together.”
It makes you want to stand up and cheer. That’s our King!
Yet what a contrasting description of the same King we find in
our Gospel passage, from Luke. Now we see our King nailed to
the Cross. Everyone from rulers to soldiers, to the criminals on
either side of Christ is mocking, sneering, and reviling him.
They tauntingly urge him to prove His kingship by coming down
from the Cross to end his suffering with a great show of power.
“if you are the King of the Jews, save yourself.”
But He does not. Amazingly, it is in this moment of seeming
weakness and humiliation, when all appears hopeless and lost,
that the full breadth of his greatness as king is displayed.
Though all things were created through and for Him — Christ
chooses
to
live
entirely
for
others,
for
us!
What does this mean for us as his followers and stewards of
His kingdom? Precisely that our lives are not about us. They
are about Christ and others. And we will advance his kingdom
to the extent that we embrace this mindset: my life is not about
me; it is about serving the King of kings.

W

This Week’s Sanctuary Lamp

Is In Honor of Marge & Jerry’s 70th
Wedding Anniversary
by Debbie Laughlin

hether you are just passing through the area or
looking for a spiritual home, we
welcome you to St. Cecilia
Catholic Community. We hope
you find our worship environment hospitable and prayerful.
People often attend Mass at a parish for months or years
without officially registering. Registration here at St. Cecilia is
an expression of your commitment to being an active member
of our community. Parish registration also simplifies the process with regard to religious education; sponsoring a sacramental candidate; and for the planning and preparation of baptisms, weddings and funerals.
Registration is easy and can be completed at the Parish
Office during regular office hours or on our website:
Registration form (saintcecilias.org)

O

ur new parishioners

Raquel and James McDonald

Phone: 239-936-3635 • Fax: 239-936-2108

A Thought From St. Francis De Sales
In the course of this our earthly pilgrimage, the Lord leads us in

His ways; either He gives us His hand to have us walk with Him
or He carries us in the arms of His Divine Providence. He holds
us by the hand when He enables us to walk by the exercise of
virtue; if He did not, we would not be able to walk at all on this
blessed way. There is plenty of evidence that those who let go of
His fatherly hand cannot take one step without falling and hitting
their nose on the ground! Without doubt the good God wants to
lead us, wants to help us on our way, but also wants us to do
our part by taking small steps in cooperation with His grace.
(Sermons 16; O. IX, pp. 133-134)

Welcome Rich Garcia
Parishioner Rich Garcia joins the staff
at St. Cecilia as the new administrative assistant after Elaine Long’s retirement. Please join us in welcoming
Rich! Stop in the office to schedule a
mass, sanctuary lamp, register as a
parishioner or just to say hello!

Prayer Intentions
Please go on line (see link or QR code below) and submit your
prayer request and choose what type of intentions you are requesting such as a deceased loved one, an upcoming surgery,
birthday, anniversary, etc. You can also go to our website, hover
over the About tab and you will see a drop down list. Click on
Prayer Intentions and then scroll down to Submit a Prayer
Intention online here, click on and add your prayer intention.
You may also view the prayer intentions, to view the list hover
over the About tab on our website, click on Prayer Intentions
and scroll down to go to Download this week’s Prayer Intention Document (see link or QR code below)
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Mass Intentions
Saturday, NOVEMBER 19
4:00 PM † John Benedict By wife Pat
Sunday, NOVEMBER 20
7:30 AM † Lucy Doyle By Susan Sardinha
9:00 AM † Leo and Lorraine Craner
By Grandchildren
11:00 AM St. Cecilia’s Parishioners
Monday, NOVEMBER 21
7:30 AM † Dave Fuciu by Joanne Fuciu
12:10 PM † Robert Emmett Kelly
by Carol Mirando
Tuesday, NOVEMBER 22
7:30 AM Greater Respect for All Human Life
12:10 PM †Monsignor John Neff by Eric Myer
Wednesday, NOVEMBER 23
9:00 AM † Helen Michna by Sue McNamee
Thursday, NOVEMBER 24
9:00 AM Priest’s Intention
Food Blessing
Friday, NOVEMBER 25
9:00 AM † Robert J. Yuzuik
by Bob & Terry Yuzuik
Saturday, NOVEMBER 26
4:00 PM †John & Beverly Connelly
by Tom & Jackie Gramitt
Sunday, NOVEMBER 27
7:30 AM Intention of Payton Tyson
By Radziewicz family
9:00 AM St. Cecilia’s Parishioners
11:00 AM †Jane Bruce
by Buddy & Donna Strickland
Scripture Readings For the Week
Monday
Revelations 14:1-3, 4b-5
Tuesday
Revelations 14:14-19
Wednesday Revelations 15:1-4
Thursday
Revelations 18:1-2, 21-23;
19: 1- 3, 9A
Friday
Revelations 20:1-4; 11-21: 2
Saturday
Revelations 22: 1-7
Sunday
Isaiah 2: 1-5
Romans 13: 11-14
Matthew 24: 37-44

Click here for link to Prayer Intentions

Current Prayer Intentions

Scan QR code for
Daily Readings from
USCCB
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Our 2022 assessment is $203,000

Pledges……………….………...…$241,317
% of Goal……………………..……..….119%
% of Households ……………….....…..39%
Total Payments……….…….……$231,461
Your generosity is greatly appreciated.

St. Cecilia’s Conference Monthly Update
From September 1 to October 28, 2022, we
have helped families by paying $6,215 in
utility bills to keep the lights on and the water flowing. In addition we have provided
$3,570 in ALDI food cards to put food on the table.
We have also provided $88 in bus passes so the
people who have a job can get to work. Additionally,
we have help people with a rent totaling $1,683 during this stressful time. We do all of this with only 14
active members and 7 associate members. Thank
you again for your generosity. There will be a
collection at the exits this weekend.

“Welcoming the Christ Child”
Advent Reflections by Pope Francis and Henri J.M.
Nouwen
Spending this Advent with Pope Francis and Henri J.M.
Nouwen is a good way to focus our attention on Jesus’
incarnate presence with us in history and his resurrected
presence with us. “Welcome Jesus, listen to him, speak
with him, grow with him and in this way improve the world.”
Each day during Advent, this booklet concentrates on the
welcoming actions of listening, praying, growing in holiness and working to make our world a better place.
Through our faithful daily attention to Jesus’ presence, we
will prepare ourselves for the celebration of Christmas.
These booklets will be passed out by the ushers after each
mass on November 19/20 weekend.

Safe Environment Training Is Mandatory
For New Volunteers
Coming December 4….from 8 AM to 1 PM
Did you know that just 3 teaspoons of blood can save
a baby’s life? All donations in the green bus stay here
in Lee County and are never exported elsewhere.
The Blood Bank needs 800 units per week to sustain
need. Please consider donating!

With Gratitude to Our
“Advertiser of the Week” Whose Support
Helps to Publish This Bulletin!

The Diocese of Venice is committed
to provide a safe environment for children and vulnerable adults. To that
end, persons working with children or
visiting vulnerable adults are required to be fingerprinted
(this process includes a background check) and to receive training in recognizing potential signs of abuse.
For further information, visit the Diocesan website at
www.dioceseofvenice.org/safeenvironment. Report any
abuse against minors to the Florida Department of Children
and Families at 800-962-2873. To report abuse by Diocesan personnel or volunteers also notify the Diocesan Victims Assistance Coordinator, Susan Benton, at 941-4166114.

5632 Sunrise Drive • Ft. Myers,
FL Faith
33919 Formation
Family

and Youth Ministry
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The Knight’s Corner
The Knights of Columbus Council #13483 would like to thank all parishioners for their
generous donations over these last few weeks. All disaster fund donations will be benefiting those affected by Hurricane Ian. The council would like to offer the following prayer
for a safe and blessed Thanksgiving.
“Holy Father in Heaven, Creator of everything and source of all goodness and love,
please look favorably upon us and receive our heartfelt gratitude in this period of thanksgiving.
Lord thank you for all Your graces and blessings. Father, You have bestowed upon us,
spiritual and temporal: our faith and religious beliefs. Our food and shelter, our health,
the affection we have for one another, our family and friends.
Dear Father, in Your boundless generosity, please grant us continued graces
and blessings throughout the coming year. This we ask in the Name of Jesus, Your Son
and our Savior. Amen. “
Vivat Jesus

Staffed by the Oblates
of Saint Francis de
Sales
Fr. Paul Dechant OSFS
Pastor
Fr. Francis J. Hanlon,
OSFS
Parochial Vicar
Rev. Mr. Rick Castro
Permanent Deacon
Fr. Stanley Dombrowski
OSFS
Priest in Residence

Pastoral Staff

Advent
There will be Advent
wreaths and candles
for sale in the parish
office. Large wreaths
will be $15.00 and
small wreaths will be
$10.00 . Box of 4 taper
candles will be $10.00.
The parish office is
open Monday through
Friday,
8am-4pm
(closed 12-1).
Call the parish office
239-936-3635 to pick up
your Advent wreath and
candles.
Or
email
Debbie at
dlaughlin@gmail.com

Kelli Bonner
Director of
Faith Formation and
Sacramental Prep
Tuesday Shannon
Faith Formation
Assistant
Marian Hall Rentals
Sherry Cross
Coordinator of Music
Debbie Laughlin
Coordinator of Worship
Denise Rumchak
Coordinator of Pastoral
Ministry
Mary Zalud
Youth Coordinator
Jeanne Conklin
Business Administrator
Mary Jo Nardello
Office Assistant
Rich Garcia
Administrative Assistant
Steve Borden
Maintenance

