Phone 239-936-3635

Fax: 239-936-2108
December 19, 2021

“Stewardship is the Grateful Response of a Christian Disciple Who
Recognizes and Receives God’s Gifts and Shares These Gifts in Love of
God and Neighbor.”

Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigil Mass..................... 4:00 PM
Sunday 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM and 11:00 AM
Reconciliation ..... Saturday, 3:00 - 3:30 PM
.................................... or by appointment

Daily Masses
November through Wednesday of Holy Week
Monday - Friday 7:30 AM and 12:10 PM
Chapel open for Prayer when the Parish Office is open
Monday—Friday 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Holy Day Schedule: Schedule may vary according to Holy Day. Check the previous weekend’s bulletin for
information.
Parish Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM.. The Parish Office is closed daily from Noon to
1:00 PM for lunch.

Our Mission Statement
The mission of Saint Cecilia Catholic Community is to “Live Jesus” and to see His image in all people. With
the Eucharist at the center of our lives and inspired by Scripture, Tradition and Community, we give honor and
glory to God through education, example, prayer, service, social justice and worship.

Website - www.saintcecilias.org
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The Week Ahead
MONDAY
DECEMBER 20
12:45 PM Rosary
5:30 PM RCIA
7:00 PM Divorce Survival
7:00 PM Troop 316
TUESDAY
8:30 AM Men's Gospel Forum
12:45 PM Rosary
6:30 PM Choir Rehearsal
WEDNESDAY
12:15 PM Rosary
5:00 PM Children’s Choir
6:00 PM Handbell Choir
THURSDAY
12:45 PM Rosary
7:00 PM Chamber Choir
FRIDAY OFFICE CLOSED
5:30 PM Rosary
SATURDAY MERRY CHRISTMAS
SUNDAY DECEMBER 26
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Saint Cecilia Catholic Community
Christmas Eve Masses
4:00, 6:30,& 9:00 PM
Christmas Day Masses
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM
New Year Masses
New Year’s Eve
9:00 AM
New Year’s Day
9:00 AM and 4:00 PM

This Week’s Sanctuary Lamp
Is In Memory of
William McNew
By wife, Pat

Another season of Advent draws near to its close.
How have we spent these days and weeks of preparation: shopping for presents, baking, sending
Christmas cards, ringing a bell for the Salvation Army kettle, going to confession, listening to Christmas
songs or Advent reflections on social media? Maybe
we have reflected on the lives of some of the saints
whose feast days populate the season, like Francis
Xavier, Nicholas, Ambrose, Juan Diego, Lucy, or
John of the Cross, wondering if we could really live
and be like them. Maybe we sat reflecting before a
creche and a crucifix, pondering the immense love
of a God who would empty himself and become a
helpless, dependent human baby. A baby who grew
into a man who shows us who we can be. A man
who absorbed the worst of humanity and refused to
return it in kind. A man who chose love over hate,
peace over violence and forgiveness over revenge.
A man whose outstretched hands embrace the saint
and the sinner, Jew and Greek, men and women,
young and old, and the sick and the healthy. A man
who held nothing back, gave all he had and was, in
love for us – for you and for me?
Can we imagine how many times God’s heart has
been broken, the tears God wept alongside us whenever in our freedom we have injured another person or injured ourselves? The disappointment and
perhaps frustration, but also the patience and gentle encouragement, listening attentively though the
tales are well known, perhaps repeated? This God
who never gives up on us, who loves us not matter
what and will never abandon us even though we
turn aside or turn our backs on him? This God who
offers us life and love? As we have remembered
what God has done for us, from creation to nativity
to crucifixion to giving us the Holy Spirit and
adopting us, and have looked forward to the coming
fullness of God’s reign when all will be made right,
have we strengthened our faith, hope, joy and both
inner and outer peace? Can we feel the light of
Christ, the light of the world, shining within our
hearts? Can we be that light amid the darkness of
our world? Can we be the Christ we await this season?
As Christmas nears, we cherish the chance to be
with family and friends. We cherish the chance to
come to know, love and serve our God. We cherish
the memories of loved ones who are gone and we
miss them. May we make the most of the remaining
days until Christmas so we will truly be ready,
alert, prepared and eager to greet our God who
comes to us and is with us. May we think to include,
help, notice, and listen while attending to whatever
still needs doing. And may we bask in the warmth
of Christmas all of Christmastide and beyond. Wishing you a Merry Christmas. Amen. Fr. Paul

Phone: 239-936-3635 • Fax: 239-936-2108

Page 3

A Thought From St. Francis De Sales

Mass Intentions

You will never acquire perfect gentleness and charity if you do
not exercise them amid repugnance, aversions and dislikes.
True peace does not consist in not fighting, but in winning.
Those who are defeated and no longer fight do not possess true
peace. Let us humiliate ourselves deeply, seeing that we have
so little control over ourselves and love ease and repose so
much! The Babe Who is about to be born does not come on
earth to have an easy life or to enjoy spiritual and temporal comforts, but to fight, to mortify Himself and to die.

Saturday, DECEMBER 18
4:00 PM † Otto and Eleanor Gramitt
By Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Gramitt
Sunday, DECEMBER 19
7:30 AM † Tina Cribbin By Family
9:00 AM St. Cecilia’s Parishioners
11:00 AM † Violet Zadrovitz
By John and Sheri Zadrovitz
Monday
7:30 AM Merry Christmas Fr. Paul, Fr. Frank
Fr. Stan and Deacon Rick
By Claire
12:10 PM Priest’s Intention
Tuesday
7:30 AM
† Marion Jenkins By Claire
12:10 PM Happy Birthday Chris Smolder
By Mom
Wednesday
7:30 AM † Mary Ann Evans By Claire
12:10 PM † Ann Forester By Jean and Claire
Thursday
7:30 AM All Volunteers Merry Christmas
By Claire
12:10 PM † Marion and Harvey Jenkins
By Douglas, Thomas and Stuart Jenkins
Friday
4:00 PM Parishioners
6:30 PM Parishioners
9:00 PM Parishioners
Saturday, THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD
9:00 AM Parishioners
11:00 AM Parishioners
Sunday, DECEMBER 26
7:30 AM St. Cecilia’s Parishioners
9:00 AM Benefactors of the Society of
St. Vincent de Paul
11:00 AM † Joan and George Minges
By daughter Martha

Advent Taize Service
Sunday, December 19 at 7:00 PM
Taizé is the style of Christian worship practiced by the ecumenical Taizé community located in France. It is characterized by the
repetitive singing of simple harmonized tunes, often in various
languages, interspersed with readings, prayers, lighting of candles, and periods of silence. Please join us for this very peaceful
prayer service to help us prepare for the coming of Christ.

This Weekend’s Altar Flowers
Are in Memory of
James R. Schmidt
Requested by wife, Dolores

Prayer Intentions (Prayers for the Sick)
"Prayers for Sick” has changed, to “Prayer Intentions”
please go on line (see link below) and submit your prayer
request and choose what type of intentions you are requesting such as a deceased loved one, an upcoming
surgery, birthday, anniversary, etc. You can also go to our website, hover over the Info tab and you will see a drop down list.
Click on Submit Prayer Intentions and add your prayer intention. You may also view the prayer intentions, to view the list
hover over the Info tab on our website and go to Current Prayer Intentions (see link below)

Click here for link to Prayer Intentions

Current Prayer Intentions

Scripture Readings For the Week
Monday
Isaiah 7:10-14, Luke 1:26-38
Tuesday
Songs 2:8-14, Luke 1:39-45
Wednesday Samuel 1:24-28, Luke 1:46-56
Thursday
Malachi 3:1-4,23-24, Luke 1:57-66
Friday
Isaiah 62:1-5, Acts 13:16-17,22-25
Matthew 1:1-25
Saturday
Isaiah 52:7-10, Hebrews 1:1-6
John 1:1-18
Sunday
Feast of the Holy Family
Samuel 1:20-22,24-28
John 3:1-2, 21-24
Luke 2:41-52

Remember In Your Prayers the de-

ceased members of our parish families.
†
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Lunch Bunch Luncheon
Date:
Time:
Cost:

Monday, January 10
After the 12:10 PM Mass
Canned food, Maseca Corn Flour, or 2 lb box
of white rice item to donate
RSVP: Call the Parish Office, or Denise at Ext.116 or
email drumchak@saintcecilias.net
Be ready for In The Word
The Lunch Bunch luncheons are for all our young at
heart older adults who enjoy sharing an afternoon eating good food and spending time with friends.
Deadline for reservations is Thursday, January 6

COUPLES WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY MASS
February 12 and February 19, 2022
All couples celebrating 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50, or more
than 50 years of marriage are invited by Bishop
Frank J. Dewane to an Anniversary Mass in their
honor. The Anniversary Masses will be celebrated in
two locations: February 12 at St. Leo the Great Parish in Bonita Springs at 11:00 AM, and February 19
at Epiphany Cathedral in Venice, also at 11:00 AM .
Please contact your local parish office for reservations no later than a week before the event you
choose to attend.

Safe Environment Training Is Mandatory
For New Volunteers

With Gratitude to Our
“Advertiser of the Week” Whose Support
Helps to Publish This Bulletin!

The Diocese of Venice is committed to provide a safe
environment for children and vulnerable adults. To that
end, persons working with children or visiting vulnerable
adults are required to be fingerprinted (this process
includes a background check) and to receive training
in recognizing potential signs of abuse.
For further information, visit the
Diocesan
website
at
www.dioceseofvenice.org/
safeenvironment. Report any
abuse against minors to the Florida Department of Children and
Families at 800-962-2873. To
report abuse by Diocesan personnel or volunteers also
notify the Diocesan Victims Assistance Coordinator, Susan Benton, at 941-416-6114.

5632 Sunrise Drive • Ft. Myers, FL 33919
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Family Faith Formation and Youth Ministry
Our children and youth of St. Cecilia Catholic Community are producing the story of
Saint Juan Diego and Our Lady of Guadalupe (feast day December 12). We are presenting 10 amazing facts over the next few weeks in our church bulletin and on Facebook. Mary’s message of faith still speaks to us 490 years later!
This concludes our 3 week series of 10 amazing facts.

8. A 2007 miracle emphasizes Our Lady as the Patroness of the Unborn.
Among Our Lady of Guadalupe’s many designations, she is venerated as the patroness of the unborn. The image
shows Mary as pregnant with Christ. She is an unmistakable witness to the sanctity of life and the protection of the
unborn.
On April 24, 2007, an unusual luminosity in the famed image of Mary at the Shrine of Guadalupe in Mexico City immediately after that city legalized abortion became visible. According to one account: "At the end of the Mass, which
was offered for aborted children... While many of the faithful were taking photographs of the tilma of Tepeyac, exposed and venerated in the Basilica... the image of the Virgin began to erase itself, to give place to an intense light
which emanated from her abdomen, constituting a brilliant halo having the form of an embryo. Below, centered and
enlarged, one can appreciate the location of the light which shone from the stomach of the Virgin and is not a reflection, or an artifact."

Engineer, Luis Girault, who studied the picture and confirmed the authenticity of the negative, was able to specify that it had not been modified or altered, i.e: by superimposition of another image. He determined that the image does not come from any reflection, but originates from inside Mary. The produced light is very white, pure
and intense, different from habitual photographic lights produced by flashes. The light, encircled with a halo,
appears to float inside Mary's abdomen. The halo has the form and measurements of an embryo. If we again
examine the picture by making it turn in a sagittal plane, we perceive inside the halo some areas of shade that
are characteristic of a human embryo in the maternal womb.
9. Our Lady of Guadalupe and the miraculous roses.
The Spanish rulers of the native population were brutal, and war between them seemed inevitable. In 1531, the
archbishop of Mexico City, Juan de Zumárraga prayed to Our Lady for peace. As a sign that his petition would
be granted, he asked to receive roses native to his home region of Castile, Spain.
Our Lady told Juan Diego to present Bishop Zumárraga her request that a church be built for her on the hill of
Tepeyac (now part of Mexico City) where people could receive God's grace. Bishop Zumárraga was skeptical of
Diego's account and asked that Our Lady produce a sign verifying her identity.
That afternoon, Mary instructed Juan Diego to return the next day (December 11th) and she would provide
proof. That night, however, Diego's uncle became deathly ill, and Diego never returned. Early the morning of December 12th, Diego journeyed to Tlatleloco to find a priest so his uncle could confess his sins before dying. In
doing so, he passed Tepeyac Hill. Afraid Mary would interrupt his errand, he went to the other side of the hill,
but Our Lady came to meet him.
Mary assured Diego his uncle would recover. She told him to go to the top of the hill and gather the flowers
there. Diego discovered, growing in the frozen earth, a miraculous garden of castilian roses not native to Mexico. Diego brought them to Mary, who arranged them in his tilma, with instructions that he take them to the bishop. Before Bishop Zumárraga, Juan Diego opened his cloak. The roses fell to the floor revealing the image of
Mary. The Bishop's prayers had been answered.
10. Mary’s conversion of millions counteracted Luther’s Reformation.
Our Lady’s urgent message was one of faith, hope and comfort to the indigenous population oppressed by their
Spanish overseers. In a matter of months, she ended the Aztec culture’s cult of death. The Aztec religion involved human sacrifice on an unthinkable scale. In the decade following her appearance, ten million Indians
converted to Catholicism, creating a vibrant community of faith that persists to the present day.
In Europe, the Protestant Reformation raged, dividing the Church and causing millions to turn to Protestantism.
At the moment that millions in Europe were being torn from the Church founded by Christ, God was arranging
for twice as many in the New World to be brought into it. By divine Providence, Our Lady was creating unity and
a wellspring of deep devotion among the faithful in Mexico. Her words to Juan Diego, “My dear child. Am I not
here, I, who am your Mother? Are you not under my shadow and protection? Am I not the source of your joy? Are
you not in the hollow of my mantle, in the crossing of my arms?”, made him, and his fellow Indians, in every way
the Spaniards equals in dignity.
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The Knight’s Corner
Happy Fourth week of Advent. The Knights hope the parishioners of St Cecilia Have a
joyful Advent and Christmas season.
Below find some of the children that came to see Santa and Thomas Edison on Dec 5th.

Vivat Jesus
The St Cecilia Knights of Columbus

Staffed by the Oblates
of Saint Francis de
Sales
Fr. Paul Dechant OSFS
Pastor
Fr. Francis J. Hanlon,
OSFS
Parochial Vicar
Rev. Mr. Rick Castro
Permanent Deacon
Fr. Stanley Dombrowski
OSFS
Priest in Residence

Pastoral Staff

Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 19, 2021
In today’s Gospel, we experience Elizabeth proclaiming Mary to be blessed as the mother of Our Lord. St. Francis de Sales notes:
When Elizabeth proclaims Mary’s blessedness, Mary affirms that she is indeed blessed,
for all her happiness comes from God. God looks at Mary in her lowliness and exalts
her. Mary, in her humility, is in awe that God has made her the mother of Jesus.
A very exalted love of God and neighbor, as well as a profound humility, form a special
union in Mary’s heart. Humility has Mary experience the immense and inexhaustible
depth of God’s goodness. After experiencing the immensity of God’s love, she is aware
of her littleness in the face of God’s loftiness. She immediately acts on her love for God,
by saying: Let it be done to me as You say. In giving her consent to God’s will, she
demonstrates the greatest charity conceivable. For at the moment she consents, the
Divine Word takes on flesh. Infinitely graced, Mary desires God’s love for all.
As with Mary, our first fruit of the grace of God is humility. Humility has us experience
the infinite love of God. At the same time, humility has us experience the limitations of
our capacity to love God and others. While grace inclines us to the excellence of God’s
divine love, humility has us see how God’s love profoundly purifies the heart before God
and creatures. Like in Mary, God’s love, in us, has us love others.
What a good sign humility of heart is in the spiritual life! If we humble ourselves by giving
our consent to God’s will in our life, we too can give birth in our heart to the Christ Child.
To let go of our own willful desires is painful. Yet, to bring Christ to birth in our hearts is
well worth trusting in God’s action in us. Our divine Savior, with our consent, will assuredly make us eternally blessed, and introduce us into eternal life.
(Sermons of St. Francis de Sales, L. Fiorelli, Ed.; Saint Francis de Sales, Oeuvres.)

Kelli Bonner
Director of
Faith Formation and
Sacramental Prep
Tuesday Shannon
Faith Formation
Assistant
Marian Hall Rentals
Debbie Laughlin
Coordinator of Worship
Denise Rumchak
Coordinator of Pastoral
Ministry
Mary Zalud
Youth Coordinator
Jeanne Conklin
Business Administrator
Sherry Cross
Coordinator of Music
Ruth Ahearn
Mary Jo Nardello
Office Assistants
Elaine Long
Administrative Assistant

